
The Holy Eucharist
The Second Sunday of Advent

Sunday 8 December 2019 @ 9 AM

Page numbers refer to the Book of Common Prayer.
Listening devices to assist with hearing are available in the Narthex.

The Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 

Gathering Music (Please join in singing the gathering music, which will begin at 8:50 am)

Be Still for the Presence of the Lord”    

Hymn 66: Come, thou long expected Jesus    Stuttgart
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Welcome and Announcements 

Processional Hymn 59: “Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding”   Merton

The Word of God
The Opening Acclamation BCP p. 355

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lighting of the Advent Candle
Almighty God, we light these two candles of Advent as a symbol of the king who is coming into our world. Help us 
to be rescued from our sins and repent in your great mercy, through Jesus Christ who lives and reigns for ever and 
ever. Amen.

Hymn 56: “O come, O come, Emmanuel” (sts. 3—4)       Veni, veni Emmanuel   
                                                                                          

The Collect of the Day 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: 
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Reading      Romans 15:14—13
Commentary
Paul urged unity within the church, not that everyone would think alike, but would respectfully agree to disagree. 
United praise of God in the assembly would be evidence of fundamental unity among believers. Paul reminded his 
readers that they were to accept each other despite their differences because Jesus Christ had, and continues to, 
graciously accept everyone who comes to Him by faith. We are fellow members of God’s family and accepting one 
another glorifies the Lord. The context for Paul was unity between Jewish and Gentile Christians but the principle 
remains unchanged: all are part of one body through faith in Jesus Christ.

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encourage-
ment of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that 
he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. 
As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; and again he says, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise 
him”; and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles 
shall hope. “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

 



The Holy Gospel All stand.  Matthew 3: 1—12

 

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a 
leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 
were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, con-
fessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say 
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 
to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is 
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ.

 

Sermon                                                           The Rev. Chris Hamby
 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
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Prayers of the People (Form II)                       385 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Confession of Sin         360
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE      360

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Commissioning of New Lay Pastoral Caregivers: The Community of Hope International    
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Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
does its successive journeys run,
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown his head.
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
with every morning sacrifice.

People and realms of every tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song,
and infant voices shall proclaim
their early blessings on his name.

Blessings abound where’er he reigns:
the prisoners leap to lose their chains,
the weary find eternal rest,
and all who suffer want are blest.

Let every creature rise and bring
the highest honors to our King,
angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the loud amen.
                            Isaac Watts

                                                                     Presentation Hymn:  (stanza 3 of Hymn 380)       Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharist Prayer A 361
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Holy Communion
(Gluten-free wafers available at main altar rail, please request)

Offertory Anthem                                                         tune: Duke Street,  arr. Rachel Aarons



The Celebrant continues, concluding with: 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:                                                                                                         
Sanctus:                                            Resignation

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
   Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues, concluding with: 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
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 And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Fraction Anthem (S152): 

The Communion of the People

Music at Communion:                                                                                                             
 

Hymn 325: “Let us break bread together on our knees”  Let Us Break Bread Together

Let us break bread together on our knees,
Let us break bread together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink wine together on our knees... 
Refrain

Let us praise God together on our knees... 
Refrain



Hymn 679: “Surely it is God who saves me”  Thomas Merton

Surely it is God who saves me; trusting him, I shall not fear.
For the Lord defends and shields me and his saving help is near.
So rejoice as you draw water from salvation’s living spring;
In the day of your deliverance thank the Lord, his mercies sing.

Make his deeds known to the peoples; tell you his exalted Name.
Praise the Lord, who has done great things; all his works his might proclaim.
Zion, lift your voice in singing; for with you has come to dwell,
In your very midst, the great and Holy One of Israel.

Hymn 304: “I come with joy to meet my Lord”  Land of Rest

I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved, and free, 
in awe and wonder to recall his life laid down for me.

I come with Christians far and near to find, as all are fed, 
the new community of love in Christ’s communion bread.

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends. 
That love that made us makes us one, and strangers now are friends.

And thus with joy we meet our Lord. His presence, always near, 
is in such friendship better known: we see and praise him here.

Together met, together bound, we’ll go our different ways, 
and as his people in the world, we’ll live and speak his praise.

The Postcommunion Prayer   365
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

Hymn 76: “On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry”  Winchester New
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The Dismissal: 366
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People  Thanks be to God.

X  X  X

The flowers at the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Jane Miller Metts, Edwin Anderson Metts, Elizabeth Cotchett Metts,
Elizabeth Metts Brown, James Fred Rippy III , Michael Corbett Brown, Sr.

 

ASSISTING IN SERVICES TODAY
ST. MARY’S, BURGAW—Rev. Thom May; LECTORS—(9:00 am) Florence Ellen Cowden; (11:15 am)—Ann Parker, 
Alex Murchison; PRAYERS—(9:00 am) Web Cowden; (11:15 am)—Leigh Venters; USHERS—(9:00 am) Bill Saunders, 
Jim McCabe, Wayne Jackson, Scott Hunt, Ned Murchison, Erik Lindstrom, Dale McGee; (11:15 am)—Alex Murchison, 
Calvin Jones, J.Gibson, Ford Williams, R.V. Fulk, Fred Newber; ACOLYTES—(9:00 am) Conard Henderson, Sarah 
Easley, Web Cowden, Jeanie Keller, Jane Wells; ADVISOR —Florence Ellen Cowden; (11:15 am) Jackson Hicks, 
Catchie McDonald, Pierce Diller; ADVISOR —Jane Marr; CHALICISTS—(8:00 am) Dick Boisky; (9:00 am) Louisa 
Aylesworth, Frank Hamilton, Jim Spruill, Steve Thomas; (11:15 am)—Jan Trask, Frances Trask; ALTAR GUILD—
Madeline Flagler, Susan Ingle, Charlotte Murchison, Glenda O’Neal, Beth Cornelison, Emmy Bullard, Diane MacAskill; 
CHOIR—St. James Choir; GREETERS—(9:00 am) Hannah Brownlow, Brian Bush; (11:15 am) Randy Inge, Gail Pike; 
SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY—Susan Ingle; WORLD’S GREATEST *MINI* COFFEE HOUR—Ed Whitesides; FLOWER 
GUILD—Brenda Wolff, Suzanne Adams; SEXTON—Andre Hubbard

TODAY:
• 8:00 am | Holy Eucharist, Rite I  (Church)

• 8:15 am | SJ Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

• 9:00 am |Holy Eucharist, Rite II  (Church)

• 9:50 am | The World’s Greatest * * *MINI* * * Coffee Hour (Great Hall)

• 10:10 am | ST. JAMES PARISH ANNUAL MEETING (Sanctuary)

• 10:30 am | SJ Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

• 11:15 am | Holy Eucharist, Rite II  (Church)



GOD IN OUR LIFE: A MESSAGE FOR THE DAY 
OF THE ANNUAL MEETING
In a former parish, a bossy parishioner came to my office 
to tell me I would be coming to her house for dinner. She 
had invited a dozen co-workers and friends who were not 
church-goers to dine with her and to have the following 
discussion. They were to fill in the blank: God in my life… 
I was to come and to help facilitate the conversation as 
needed. To my delight and amazement, everyone had a 
story. I couldn’t get a word in edge-wise. Even these folks 
who were not religiously observant could speak with 
eloquence about their spiritual journeys. Sharing the story 
built a beautiful community. The group continued to 
meet for several years once a month.

In another parish, our young people led us by talking 
about God-sightings. On a retreat, they had been taught 
the practice of ending the day by noting where they had 
seen God at work that day. Again, everyone had a story. 
Some as simple as a small act of kindness, or a noticing 
of the beauty of nature, others more dramatic, a powerful 
healing story, for instance, or remarkable protection from 
injury.

At our Annual Meeting this Sunday, December 8, we will 
conduct business of the church, according to the canons 
of the church. We’ll thank retiring Vestry members and 
welcome new ones. The Vestry has done important and 
challenging work over the past year. They have given 
with generosity to move this parish forward. We gather to 
thank them and to thank those who will join the Vestry in 

this important year of transition. We’ll also hear from our 
wise guide, Jim Hanisian, thanking him for his counsel, 
confident that God will lead us as an interim rector 
arrives in January.

Mostly we will be together to celebrate the ways that God 
has been active among us, in an extraordinary year, one 
filled with difficult moments, one filled with hope for the 
future. We will gather reports from different ministries, 
news about God at work in our lives. Think of these 
reports as God sightings. As we gather in this way, we 
believe we will be strengthened to face the year ahead. 
It’s an exciting time at St. James, filled with opportunity 
for God to work among us in new ways so that we can be 
of greater service in the world.

As we meet and as we move into the coming year, I once 
again invite you to hold the following prayer in your 
hearts and to celebrate the good news that God is indeed 
at work among us. Let this prayer be our guide for the 
coming year:

Almighty God, you know the needs of your church in 
every place: look graciously upon the people of St James 
Parish, and grant us the guidance of your Holy Spirit 
as we move through this time of transition. Thank you 
for the faithful stewards you have provided, and will 
provide, for our leadership. Give us discernment, wisdom, 
patience and confidence in your timing. Help us to care 
for each other with mutual trust, respect, kindness and 
clarity of purpose. You are the Good Shepherd, and we 
ask you to shepherd us throughout this journey. In the 
Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we pray. 
Amen

THE REV. JAY SIDEBOTHAM

THE

GRAPEVINE
ST. JAMES PARISH • WILMINGTON, NC

WEEK OF DECEMBER 8, 2019



 ST. JAMES UPDATES
Tuggie Hickmon, Doug Weigold

IN OUR PRAYERS:

WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR
December 15| 8:30-11:15 AM | Great Hall 
We have pick-up breakfast items and new and 
improved coffee with all the fixings. If you feel called 
to participate in this ministry, please reach out to Dawn 
Carter at: dawnbcarter@gmail.com.
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NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
8:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:45 AM | GREAT HALL | World’s Greatest Coffee Hour

10:15 AM | ST. JAMES | Jim Hanisian Speaking

11:15 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

SERVICE SCHEDULE
TODAY, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8:
8:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:45 AM | GREAT HALL | Mini Coffee Hour

10:00 AM | ST. JAMES | ANNUAL MEETING

10:00 AM |CHILDREN’S CHAPEL | Christmas   
             Pageant Practice

11:15 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

MEALS ON WHEELS
December 26|All Day |Perry Hall Kitchen
What is a great family activity for Christmas Day afternoon 
and evening?  Making sandwiches for the December 
26 Meals on Wheels delivery!  St. James traditionally 
provides over 300 meals for clients the day after Christmas.  
Questions?  Contact Kay Ballard at mballard1@ec.rr.com for 
more information.

December 29 |All Day | Perry Hall Kitchen
December has two opportunties to serve with Meals on 
Wheels! This outreach is counted on by many members of 
our Wilmington Community. Please check your calendars 
and contact us to participate. We will need packers, cooks 
and drivers for this date as well. Please contact Missy 
Pretlow at missypretlow@gmail.com or Molly Roush at 
mollyroush@hotmail.com for more information or to sign up. 

ANGEL TREE GIFT DROP OFF
Due TODAY | St. James Parish
Angel Tree gifts are to be dropped off at the church office by 
Sunday, December 8. If you have questions please contact 
Betsy McDonald at betsywmcdonald@gmail.com.

•  Unwrapped gifts labeled with Child’s name and 
tracking number found on the tag

• Any monetary gifts to be made out to St. James and 
earmarked Angel Tree Project and delivered to the 
church office by Sunday, Dec 08, 2019.

20S/30S MONTHLY DINNER
Wednesday, December 18| 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. |Slice of Life 
Join the 20s/30s group for dinner and fellowship at Slice 
of Life! Childcare will be provided at St. James starting at 
5:15 p.m. RSVP at bit.ly/2030dinner-dec-18 and if you have 
questions feel free to contact Rev. Chris Hamby.

MORNING PRAYER IN ADVENT
One of the ways we will observe this contemplative season is 
to gather weekday mornings (Monday- Friday) for Morning 
Prayer in the chapel. Starting on Monday, December 2, we 
begin at 8:00 a.m. and we are usually done by 8:20 or so. 
Different members of the community lead the service, and it 
is a wonderful way to center. If you’re interested in leading 
one of the services, let Jay Sidebotham know. 

 

Stuart Grainger and family on the death of his father,  
Victor Grainger

CONDOLENCES TO:

NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS
Monday, December 9, 2019 | 11:30 AM | Lee Parish Hall
The Episcopal Church Women (ECW) will present 
a program of  Nine Lessons and Carols on Monday, 
December 9, at 11:30 in the Lee Parish Hall with lunch 
to follow. Please contact Janet Ward, 910-512-1082 or 
janetwrd@aol.com, to sign up to read or to bring food.  

CHRISTMAS CONCERT & SING-A-LONG
Friday, December 13, 2019| 12:10 PM | Church Sanctuary
Join us in the sanctuary for our traditional Christmas Sing-
A-Long. The program will feature soloists Sara Westermark 
and Bob Workmon together with brass from New Hanover 
High School, with the opportunity to “sing-a-long” and 
celebrate the season with our favorite and beloved Christmas 
Carols! Lunch will follow in the Great Hall. Please call the 
office to make your reservation. Cost for lunch: $10. Please 
contact John Sullivan for more information.

SPARE CHANGE SUNDAY
December 15 |ALL SERVICES| St. James
Bring your change! We’re collecting donations and supporting 
Habitat for Humanity next week.
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ANNUAL MEETING DECEMBER  8 & VESTRY CANDIDATES
Sunday, December 8|10:00 a.m. |St. James Parish 
Our Annual Meeting is scheduled for December 8th. We encourage all of our parish to attend! As part of the day, we will 
be electing new vestry members to serve. Please take a moment to read through the candidate bios.

BRIAN MCMERTY
Brian is the Managing Partner of Arris Partners, an 
award-winning executive and professional search and 
recruitment firm. Brian is a graduate of the University 
of Notre Dame, with an MBA from the Duke 
University Fuqua School of Business. Brian serves 
on the boards of several charitable organizations and 
previously served on the Saint James vestry including 
a year as Senior Warden. Brian and Lyell have been 
members of Saint James since moving to Wilmington 
in 1995. They have three grown children - Andrew 
(Atlanta), Thomas (NYC) and Sarah (NYC) - who were 
raised in the Saint James family.

STEVE THOMAS
Steve is a lifelong Episcopalian who has been an active 
member of St. James for over ten years. He has been a 
member of the Evangelism Committee, a member of the 
Spiritual Growth Committee, & an attendee of the Men’s 
Bible Study group. Steve served on the Lebanon Long-
Range Planning Committee and then Co-Chaired the Mt. 
Lebanon Chapel Bathroom Committee. He has served on 
the Vestry once previously (2015-2017), where he served as 
Junior Warden in 2016 and Senior Warden in 2017. Steve 
has served on the Finance Committee since 2018 and as a 
Chalicist and Greeter for several years. Outside of St. James, 
Steve is the Principal Civil Engineer and Sr. Project Manager 
with CEMS Engineering & Architecture and also serves as a 
Board Member of the Carolinas U.S. Green Building Council 
(USGBC). He has been very blessed with over 21 years of 
marriage to his wife, Rhonda Thomas, who has taught Sunday 
School for multiple years, serves as a Greeter, Chalicist, 
Eucharistic Minister. They have two wonderful children, Sarah 
(13) and Sean (11) who both participate in Sunday School & 
the St. James Youth Group.

CAROLINE CONE 
Caroline is a lifelong Episcopalian having grown up in Grace 
Church in Plymouth. She is a substitute teacher for New 
Hanover County Schools and a graduate of St. Mary’s School 
and Duke University. Caroline has been a member of St. 
James since 1985 and currently serves as a greeter, member of 
St. Martha’s Guild and MOW driver. Her children Stephen, 
Louisa, and James Alan grew up in St. James and her husband, 
Steve, attends on Christmas Eve. 

BERTA HAMILTON
A lifelong member of the Episcopal Church, Berta grew 
up in Salisbury, NC, as a member of the St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church family. A graduate of Davidson 
College, she worked in corporate communications and 
public relations for various businesses and agencies in 
NC. She and her husband, Frank, have been members 
of St. James for 29 years. Berta has participated in many 
aspects of our Parish, including as a Sunday School 
teacher, youth advisor, St. Martha’s Guild member, 
Vacation Bible School teacher, Children’s Choir mom, 
Blessings Week coordinator, and as a member of two 
search committees for a Music Director.
Berta and Frank have two grown children, Will 
Hamilton and Anna Hamilton Lysack. She enjoys 
traveling and reading, and attempting to play 
pickleball.

FALL TOWN HALL FOLLOW UP
Dear St. James Parishioners,

I made a commitment to share the “minutes” of the town hall meeting held on September 15, 2019.  I sincerely apologize 
for the delay.  Life and such gets in the way of my completing some details.  I’ve no other excuse. 

Thankfully Bill Bivins and Dawn Carter took notes during the meeting, and linked here I’m simply sharing their notes/
questions/answers given, maybe with an interjection here and there (in italics).  If you have any questions or concerns, or 
if you just want to chat, please reach out to me directly as Sr Warden at the time of the town hall meeting, or reach out to 
your new vestry team as will be installed at the upcoming annual meeting on December 8, 2019.  By the way, I hope to see 
you all at the annual meeting.  I can be reached at bclark@etechsystems.com or via cell 804-240-1812.

Thanks be to God for each and every one of you.  This parish loves you, appreciates you, and needs you to be an active 
part of our ministry. You may find a full copy of the minutes at www.stjamesp.org/blog/fall-town-hall-follow-up/

Blessings to you all,

Bill Clark, Sr Warden          



MEN’S RETREAT AT THE TRINITY CENTER
January 14-16, 2020 | The Trinity Center
As we have in the past, we will gather at Trinity Center for 
a retreat led by Rev. Jay Sidebotham. He will challenge us 
to take a look at who we are and who we’d like to be in our 
“4th Quarter.” We’ll include opportunity for worship with 
the Daily Office and conclude with Eucharist. Information: 
David Smith 910-264-5088 or davidsmith6113@gmail.com.

CHRISTMAS STROLL & AZALEA FESTIVAL
December 14 | 4:30-7:30 p.m. | Burgwin-Wright House, 
Bellamy Mansion, and St. James Parish

What is it that brings visitors to St. James Parish? Most 
people do not just show up on a Sunday for no reason. 

The Evangelism Committee has been trying to find the 
answers to this question for years. We want people to come,
to be welcomed in God’s house, and, if they choose, to 
become part of our church family. To further our goal, 
we hope you will participate with us in several upcoming 
events that in the past have brought strangers and visitors to 
our door, and just as important, new members!

Our first St. James Event - Saturday, December 14 from 4:30 
to 7:30 pm- “The Christmas Stroll through the Past”. The 
Stroll has long been a joint holiday tradition of the Bellamy 
Mansion and the Burgwin Wright house with both historic 
homes decorated in Holiday decor. This is a fundraiser 
for them where ticket holders enjoy a walking candlelight 
tour of both houses. Three years ago, St. James Parish was 
added as a free walking stop with a historical tour of our 
own beautiful St. James Parish sanctuary. Strollers will be 
met on our Market Street steps with caroling by St. James 
Parishioners, both choir members and parishioners alike 
(ALL are invited to sing!) and then invited into the Great 
Hall for hot chocolate, cookies and a warm place to rest. We 
have activities for the children as well. Then guests will be 
escorted to the nave for the historical and architectural tour 
by our own Virginia Callaway! Over 200 guests visited us on 
a very inclement night last year and we all had a wonderful 
time! We need some volunteers to help greet guests for this a
festive evening and join in with informal Christmas Caroling!

Our second St. James Event - The Azalea Festival Garden 
Tour - sponsored by the Wilmington Garden Club - April 
3-5, 2020. For the past three years St. James has opened 
our own Mount Lebanon Chapel during Saturday and 
Sunday to those Azalea Festival ticket holders visiting Airlie 
Gardens (just one of the ten locations on the Tour). We are 
excited that this year, Mount Lebanon Chapel has now 
officially been included on the Azalea Festival programs and 
we plan to open the Chapel from 10-5pm on Saturday, April 
4, and from 10-5pm on Sunday, April 5. This Spring we will 
need volunteers to greet guests and share Mt. Lebanon’s 
history with them! We are expecting to double the number 
of guests visiting Mount Lebanon Chapel in 2020 and we 
will need some volunteers to help with this event. 

Be a part of God’s invitation to come to His House! Join us 
in inviting,  welcoming  and connecting with our visitors at 
these special events. For more information contact Frances 
Trask 910-233-3319,  Randy Inge randybinge@gmail.com,  or 
Tim Ford timmyford@yahoo.com.

PRAYING SHAPES BELIEVING
Tuesdays, February 4 - March 31 | 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. | 
Register at bit.ly/prayingshapes 
This 9-week course, led by lay and clergy leaders, is 
designed for adults who want a refresher about what the
Episcopal Church believes and does, are new to St. James
or the Episcopal Church, and those preparing for 
Confirmation, Reception, or Reaffirmation in the spring. 
We will explore topics like The Practice of Prayer & Your 
Spirituality, The Book of Common Prayer, Sacraments, 
and an Instructed Eucharist. The classes are wonderful 
opportunities for formation, education, and fellowship with 
others. All, new and old to Episcopal Church, are welcome 
to attend. Childcare will be provided with advance 
reservations. Please contact Rev. Chris Hamby for more 
information.

ST. JAMES STRATEGIC PLANNING GROUP
In this time of transition, St. James has formed a Strategic 
Planning Group (SPG) to evaluate the challenges and 
opportunities we face as a parish.  With the assistance of 
consultant Jim Hanisian, a diverse group of 13 parishioners 
will meet monthly through June 2020.  This group will be 
charged with formulating a mission and vision, as well as 
underlying objectives and goals, for our church.  At each 
step along the way, approval of the group’s direction will be 
sought from the St. James Vestry.  Members of the SPG are:

This dedicated group of parishioners represents an excellent 
cross-section of St. James.  Please keep this group in your 
prayers as they consider the future of our beloved parish!

Claude Bridger
Katherine Cammack
Suiter Currin
David Dougherty
Kenan Drum
Dean Gornto
Derrick Miller
Laura Moran

Linda Murchison
Molly Shifflet
Brandon Tully
Watson Barnes 
     (St. James Vestry)
Pem Jenkins 
     (St. James Vestry) 

YOUTH LED EPIPHANY EVE SERVICE
January 5, 2020 | 5:00 p.m. | Mt. Lebanon Chapel 
Epiphany is almost here! In addition to our Sunday 
morning services, make plans to join us for a youth lead 
Epiphany Eve Service at Mt. Lebanon Chapel.



2019 ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP REPORT FOR ST. JAMES PARISH
Bill Bivins, Vestry Liaison

For 2019, the Stewardship Committee planned and carried out the annual campaign which began on Sunday, September 29 and 
formally concluded on Sunday, November 24 which we designated “Thanksgiving Sunday” in recognition of the many pledges 
we received from our faithful parishioners.  Members of the Stewardship Committee include Dawn Carter, Florence Ellen 
Cowden, Jane Martin, Watson Barnes, and Bill Bivins.  Assisting the committee were Cookie Cantwell and Chris Hamby.  The 
committee chose the stewardship campaign theme, “Forward in Faith:  A Time of Transition, A Time for Recommitment”.  This 
theme was chosen to emphasize the importance of stewardship in providing commitments of time, talent, and financial resources 
so that the parish can continue its mission and ministry during this time of transition.  But the theme also emphasizes stewardship 
as an important part of our personal faith journey.

Our goal this year was to secure pledges from every parishioner or family, no matter the amount, so that we could have 100% 
participation in this important effort in support of the parish.  At Sunday services during the month of October, stewardship 
homilies were delivered by our clergy and by guest clergy Jim Hanisian, and by Reid Murchison who presented three very 
thoughtful and inspiring sermons.  We were also blessed to have stewardship messages in The Grapevine on the Sundays from 
September 29 to November 17 from parishioners Brenda Wolff, Coleman Burgess, Betsy McDonald, John Murchison, Jane Rippy, 
Sheila Osann, and Florence Ellen Cowden.  Their stories and their spirited words were very meaningful and much appreciated.  
Follow-up activities will include sending thank-you notes to those who have sent in their pledges, and further reminders to those 
parishioners who have not yet sent in their pledges.

As of Wednesday, December 4, we have received 261 pledges totaling $994,229.  These pledges include 17 new pledges and 96 
increased pledges.   It is not too late to send in your pledge—we need everyone’s participation.  The Stewardship Committee 
would like to thank the clergy, staff, and parishioners who helped us with this campaign, with special thanks to the parishioners 
who have so generously contributed this year to the mission and ministry of this great parish. 

SJDS SANTA BREAKFAST
December 14, 2019 | 9:00 & 10:00 a.m |Perry Hall 
Join us for the 4th Annual Breakfast with Santa at St. 
James Day School on Saturday, December 14 in Perry 
Hall. Choose your Breakfast with Santa time to drop in, 
eat breakfast, and have your picture taken with the man 
himself, Santa Claus! Get your tickets now! Cost: $10 each 
for children and adults. Children under one year are free. 
We will have two sessions: 9:00 a.m and 10:00 a.m. Each 
session is limited to 125 tickets per session. The 9:00 a.m. 
session is SOLD OUT but we do have some seats still 
available for our 10:00 a.m session.

THANKSGIVING PROGRAM THANK YOU
Many thanks to the parents and St. James Parish members 
who helped with the Thanksgiving program and feast.  It 
was a lovely event, and the families enjoyed the precious 
program, delicious food and opportunity for fellowship 
and community building.  Thanks also to our teachers 
for preparing the children for the program and for their 
continual message of gratitude.  Wes Clewis, Andre 
Hubbard, and Derrick Brown, who keep our classrooms and 
facilities in tip-top shape, greatly appreciated the generous 
Thanksgiving gift from our families and staff - thank you!



DEADLINE TO APPEAR IN BULLETIN IS DECEMBER 18, 2019 AT 9:00 A.M.  LATE SUBMISSIONS MAY NOT BE PRINTED

COMMUNITY OF HOPE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMISSIONING
December 8| St. James

“Listening with the ear of your heart” was what we focused 
on with our Community of Hope International training. Since 
August, these dedicated individuals studied, using their 
Community of Hope Module Training notebook, along with 
a daily reading of The Rule of St. Benedict, and prayer. They 
actively participated in the 12-week, 42-hour curriculum 
training. 

During these twelve weeks we experienced community, 
“a place where belonging is for becoming and receiving 
is for giving.” Participants discovered that deep silence 
is for listening to God with the “ear of your heart” and 
compassionate listening is God’s gift of presence and awe. 

The Community of Hope International creates communities 
committed to pastoral care and equips lay persons to be 
present in a compassionate, listening, non-controlling manner 
in order to make a difference in the health and well-being of 
those at St. James as well as the wider community.

We’d like to take this oportunity to recognize those who 
completed this training.

Cookie Cantwell       
Happy Clark             
Florence Ellen Cowden    
Charlotte Davis                   
Eldridge Dodson                
Virginia Hardy        
Patricia (Pat) Laney               
Robert P. (Bob) Lloyd   
Hugh MacRae   
Jane Martin                   
Linda Miles     
Linda Spencer Murchison   

Lesley Parker                               
Pamela Potter     
Jane Rippy                          
William L. (Larry)    
      Robertson  
Greg Schimizzi                  
Marilynn Schimizzi          
Beth Souther    
Mary Beth Tallman             
Frances Trask                    
Brenda Wolff                             
Ginny Woodruff           

ADVENT WREATH MAKING
We had a great time making Advent Wreaths together and 
celebrating the first Sunday of Advent.

2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES NOW 
AVAILABLE
December 8 | St. James 
For those of you who requested offering envelopes, they 
are now available for pick-up. You will find them on the 
small table in the narthex. If you have any questions, please 
reach out to Jerry Worley at office.admin@stjamesp.org.



CHRISTMAS PAGEANT IS COMING!
TODAY, During Annual Meeting- Rehearsal | Children’s Chapel
Calling all kids! It’s time to sign up for the Christmas Pageant. 
During the annual meeting, the children will meet to practice 
for the Christmas Pageant a week later on Dec. 15th. Email 
Shannon Lockamy at christianformation@stjamesp.org for 
details. 

PORT CITY JAVA BIBLE STUDY
December 11 | 7:00-7:53 AM | Port City Java on Shipyard  
One of our favorite Bible studies is back! Join us for 
another fabulous year of coffee, fellowship, & starting off the 
day right!

TONIGHT: SHOP AND HOP!
Sunday, December 8 | 5:00-7:30 p.m. | Wal-Mart
Join us for fun, fellowship and a chance to be a “blessing” 
to someone else.  We’re shopping for families in need. Help 
us make sure that everyone gets a little joy this Christmas. 
Come and Bring your friends! Questions? Ask Cookie at 
cookie@stjamesp.org.

ACOLYTE, READER, USHER, AND CHALICE 
BEARER OPPORTUNITIES
CALLING ALL 6th - 12th GRADERS:  I hope you have all 
noticed that each Sunday morning at the 9:00 am Worship 
Service, there are Acolytes AND there are YOUTH Chalice 
Bearers, Readers, & Ushers!  How exciting is that?! Please 
text Cookie, 910-264-5910, or email Cookie at cookie@
stjamesp.org to let her know that YOU are interested in 
leading worship at the 9 am Worship.  Please let me know 
the dates that YOU will be available.  

ST. JAMES YOUTH MINISTRIES SKI TRIP
February 20-23, 2020 | Winterplace
Register now for the St. James Youth Ministries Ski Trip to 
Winterplace this coming February! Have questions? Please 
reach out to Cookie Cantwell at cookie@stjamesp.org. 

MEET PARENT CUE!
Children’s ministries invite you to join the “Parent Cue” 
from ThinkOrange, Inc. The Parent Cue App provides 
parents with simple cues throughout the week to help 
you connect to your kids through everyday moments—in 
the car, at the dinner table, when bedtime hits. You may 
download the app at www.theparentcue.org/app/.

NEXT SUNDAY: WRAP AND YAP!
Sunday, December 15 | 5:00-7:30 p.m. | Youth Room
December 8, we will have shopped for presents for those in 
need. Now it’s time to wrap them! Join us for a night of fun, 
tape, and ribbon. We’ll wrap presents and enjoy each other’s 
company. Come and Bring your friends! Questions? Ask 
Cookie at cookie@stjamesp.org.  

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
December 15 | 9:00 a.m. | St. James
ANGELS, SHEPHERDS, AND SHEEP, OH MY! 
The story of Jesus’ birth told by the youngest of our 
congregation. As we all know, the birth of Jesus is a magical 
one filled with all of your favorite characters. Mary, Joseph, 
a stable full of animals, rejoicing angels, and of course our 
guest of honor – Jesus. This pageant of pageants that takes 
place during the 9:00 a.m. service on Sunday, December 15. 
For more information please email Shannon Lockamy at 
christianformation@stjamesp.org.

CHILDREN’S OFFERING
December 15 |ALL SERVICES| St. James 
We are fostering a spirit of giving by inviting children to 
bring canned food weekly to St. James at the 9:00 a.m. Service. 
There will be a special time during worship where they will 
be asked to bring their offerings to the front and place them 
in the donation basket for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard.



EDITORIAL DEADLINES:  The deadline for the Dec. 17th  e-blast and the Dec. 22nd  Grapevine is Friday, December 13.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Church

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN LUNCHEON
11:30 AM-12:30 PM| Perry Hall

FELLOWSHIP AA
7:30-9:00 PM | Lippitt Room

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Church

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
9:00-11:30 AM | Stephen Ministry Room

CLERICUS LUNCHEON
12:00-1:00 PM | Great Hall

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
5:15-6:15 PM| Graham Parlor

ALANON
6:00-7:00 PM | Lippitt Room
WDAA BASKETBALL PRACTICE
6:30- 8:30 PM | Perry Hall

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Church

PORT CITY JAVA BIBLE STUDY
7:00-7:50 AM | Shipyard PCJ

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
12:10-12:40 PM | Chapel

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
6:00-8:30 PM | Tatum Parlor

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
ALANON
8:00-9:30 AM | Bishop Wright Room
SJDS SANTA BREAKFAST
9:00-11:00 AM| Perry Hall Gym

CHRISTMAS STROLL
4:30-7:30 PM| Great Hall

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Church

CHOIR REHEARSAL
7:00-8:30 PM | Choir Room

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Church

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
12:10-1:00 PM| Church

CONCERT LUNCHEON
1:00-2:30 PM| Church

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
8:00-8:40 AM | Church
CHOIR REHEARSAL
8:15-9:00 AM | Choir Room 

WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR
8:30 AM- 11:15 AM| Great Hall

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II & 
 CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
9:00-10:00 AM | Church

FAITH FORMATION- JIM HANISIAN
10:15-11:00 AM |St. James Sanctuary

CHOIR REHEARSAL
10:30-11:15 AM | Choir Room

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
11:15 AM-12:00  PM | Church
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