
The Holy Eucharist, 
Holy  Baptism 

 

& Christmas Pageant
The Third Sunday of Advent

Sunday 15 December 2019 @ 9 AM
The Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 

Gathering Music (Please join in singing the gathering music, which will begin at 8:50 am)

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord    Eventide

Hymn WLP 722: The desert shall rejoice    Sterling
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Welcome and Announcements 

Processional Hymn 66: “Come, thou long expected Jesus” 

The Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Stuttgart

The Andersen Family

The Word of God
The Opening Acclamation BCP p. 299
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
  There is one Body and one Spirit;

  There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

  One God and Father of all.
The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, 
let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and 
the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Reading Isaiah 35: 1—10
Commentary
Because of Isaiah’s emphasis on salvation, he has been called ‘the evangelist of the Old Testament’. Chapter 35 of 
Isaiah, only ten verses long, is full of joy and rejoicing, as God transforms a desert into a garden. References to joy 
and gladness begin and end this poem, while hope and restoration are the theme of the central verses. A highway, 
on which God’s people will stream to Zion, will run through this garden. This highway will be marked by holiness, 
because only the redeemed will travel on it; nothing will threaten nor endanger those traveling on the holy highway to 
the holy city. Isaiah foresees a perfect world under the perfect kingship of God’s Messiah.

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 
feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and 
the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and 
the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes. A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall 
be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast 
come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
The word of the Lord.

   People: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel All stand. Matthew 11:2—11



Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ.
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one 
who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good 
news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” As they went away, Jesus began to speak 
to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then 
did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then 
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, 
I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ “Truly I tell you, among those born 
of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Christmas Pageant 

Hymn: “Jesus loves me, this I know” 

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong.

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

The Holy Baptism
~  Lee Alexandra Wessell ~  

Child of Charlotte and Robert Wessell

The service for Baptism begins on page 301 of the Book of Common Prayer.

Presentation of the Candidate 301 

Parents and Godparents  
 I present Lee Alexandra to receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 

Celebrant  Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents and Godparents  

 I will, with God’s help. 

Celebrant  Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
Parents and Godparents  I will, with God’s help.

The Celebrant asks the following questions of the Parents and Godparentswho speak on behalf of the candidate

Question  Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
Answer  I renounce them.

Question  Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
Answer  I renounce them.

Question  Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Answer  I renounce them.

Question  Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Answer  I do.

Question  Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer  I do.

Question  Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer  I do.

The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying
Celebrant  Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support this person in her life in Christ? 
People       We will. 3



The Baptismal Covenant 304
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father?
People          I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant    Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People          I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

  was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
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Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People           I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

    and the life everlasting.
Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in  the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People           I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall  into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People           I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People           I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People           I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and  respect the dignity of every human being?
People           I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidate 305
Celebrant     Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth.
Leader Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People      Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Open her heart to your grace and truth.
People      Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People      Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Keep her in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People     Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Teach her to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People      Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Send her into the world in witness to your love.
People       Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Bring her to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People       Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of  Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of 

 his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and  reigns now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water       306
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  
People:  And also with you.     
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through it you 
led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism 
of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, 
from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ 
in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience 
to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Prepare the way, O Zion, 
The King is drawing near! 
Amid the hills and valleys
a straighter way is clear.
Behold the King of Glory, 
foretold in ancient story, 
Blest is the Christ who came, 
In God’s most holy name. 



At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and born 
again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor 
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.   

The Baptism  307

Celebrant:   Lee Alexandra, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.
Celebrant:   Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the forgive-
ness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring 
and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and won-
der in all your works. Amen.

Celebrant:   Alexandra Lee, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever

  Let us welcome the newly baptized.
Celebrant and People: 

We receive you into the household of God.  Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his 
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Peace   308
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
Response: And also with you.

The Holy Communion
(Gluten-free wafers available at main altar rail, please request)

Offertory Anthem arr. Mark Schweizer
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Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Prepare the way, O Zion, 
The King is drawing near! 
Amid the hills and valleys
a straighter way is clear.
Behold the King of Glory, 
foretold in ancient story, 
Blest is the Christ who came, 
In God’s most holy name. 

The wilderness will blossom, 
the desert shall rejoice; 
The blind eyes shall be opened, 
The speechless given voice; 
Before him on the mountains, 
His mercy flows in fountains, 
Blest is the Christ, who came, 
In In God’s most holy name.

To him shall prayer unceasing
and daily vows ascend; 
his kingdom still increasing, 
a kingdom without end. 
He comes to break oppression, 
to take away transgression, 
Blest is the Christ who came, 
In God’s most holy name.

                 Presentation Hymn:  (stanza 3 of Hymn 380)      Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharist Prayer A 361
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
The Celebrant continues, concluding with: 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
Sanctus (WLP 858): Land of Rest



The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
 Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People  Christ has died. 
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues, concluding with: 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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The Breaking of the Bread

Fraction Anthem (S152): 

The Communion of the People

Music at Communion:
Hymn: “One bread, one body” 

Hymn 490: “I want to walk as a child of the light” Houston

Hymn 711: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God” Seek Ye First

The Postcommunion Prayer 365
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.. 

The Lord’s Prayer



The Blessing 

Hymn 65: “Prepare the way, O Zion” Bereden väg för Herran

The Dismissal: 366
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People  Thanks be to God.

COPYRIGHTS: The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights Reserved.  The Book of Common Prayer is 
in the public domain.Hymn “The desert shall rejoice” Words: Gracia Grindal © 1983 Hope Publishing Co.; Music: Sterling, Joy F. Patterson 
© 1990 Hope Publishing. Co., Carol Stream NY;  Hymn: “One bread, one body” © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications; St. James 
Parish holds CCLI Licenses #11051308 and #1407118, and OneLicense.net License #A-718078. 

ASSISTING IN SERVICES TODAY
ST. MARY’S, BURGAW—Rev. Thom May; LECTORS—(9:00 am) Bette Bauereis; (11:15 am)—Jane 
Tatum, Tom Tully; PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATE—(9:00 am) Stuart Egerton; PRAYERS—(11:15 
am)—Steve Coggins; USHERS—(9:00 am) Bill King, John Harvey, David Chiles,  Fred Newber, Sheila 
Osann, Edward Knox; (11:15 am) –Rick Willetts, Frank Tutza, Terry Turner, Terry Quinn, Will 
Leonard; ACOLYTES—(9:00) Vance Young, Knox Trask, Kate Hardy, Cecilia Parker; ADVISOR—
Ansley Trask; (11:15) Conard Henderson, Cameron Balderson, Walter Marr; ADVISOR—Kim Balderson; 
CHALICISTS—(8:00) Ed Whitesides; (9:00 am) Vance Young, Rhonda Thomas, Larry Robertson, Ginny 
Woodruff; (11:15 am) – Myrna Willetts, Laura Bivins; ALTAR GUILD— Mary Gornto, Rachel Pace, Topsy 
James, Cissy Loughlin, Cindy Popajohn, Mary Ann Chambliss, Cynthia Boylan; CHOIR—St. James 
Choir; GREETERS—(9:00 am) Pat Laney, Leslie Jarrett; (11:15 am) Hugh MacRae; SCRIPTURE 
COMMENTARY—Susan Ingle; WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR—Toby Wells; FLOWER 
GUILD—Jean Keller, Cissy Loughlin; SEXTON— Derrick Brown 

TODAY:
• 8:00 am | Holy Eucharist, Rite I  (Church)

• 8:15 am | SJ Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

• 9:00 am |Holy Eucharist, Rite II  (Church)
Baptism: Lee Alexandra Wessell  
St. James Christmas Pageant

• 9:45 am | The World’s Greatest Coffee Hour...EVER (Great Hall)

• 10:15 am | Faith Formation (various rooms)

• 10:30 am | SJ Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

• 10:15 am | Holy Eucharist, Rite II  (Church)

• 5:30 pm | Wrap & Yap!  (Youth Room)

The flowers at the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Richard Henry Youngblood, Christine Ramsaur Youngblood, 
Raiford Graham Trask, Mable Dunn Hall Trask 



COMFORT YE, MY PEOPLE
I recently attended a performance of Messiah where the 
soft opening lines from Isaiah, “Comfort ye, comfort 
ye my People,” were practically “breathed” upon the 
listeners by the tenor who sang them flawlessly.  The 
performance ended with the entire congregation singing 
the Hallelujah chorus.  It reminded me of one of the first 
Bible Studies I ever led, which was based on the libretto 
and music of Handel’s Messiah. It changed forever how 
I hear not only the music from Messiah, but it changed 
forever how I hear the Christmas and Easter stories 
together that invite me to receive the comfort that only 
the true Messiah offers.

The oratorio Messiah is the story of the birth, death, 
resurrection, ascension, and triumphant life of Jesus 
Christ.  It begins with the prophetic descriptions of how 
the Messiah was to come.  The Christian connection in the 
opening lines of Messiah is familiar to most of us in that 
we associate these words with Advent or with Christmas 
pageants.  We hear them every year.  After all, what could 
be more comforting than the good news, or gospel, of 
Jesus coming into the world to “pardon our iniquity?”  

While our Christian focus is vital, I find it fascinating to 
understand the culture and history of the times, in which 
the words were originally written.

Who was being comforted?

What iniquity is being pardoned?

How did the listeners hear these words at the time?

To answer these questions, it helps to get the back story:

Under King David and King Solomon, the kingdom of 
Israel enjoyed sort of a golden age where they had rest 
from the enemies.  All of Israel was united.  However, 
after the death of King Solomon, the kingdom was 
divided and began to fall apart.  Before long, the Israelites 
were worshiping idols and observing the practices of 
pagan religions.  As a result, the kingdom fell apart 
and both the northern and the southern kingdoms were 
deported from their land and others were brought in to 
occupy it.  Imagine—your ancestors had gone through so 
much to obtain the Promised Land and now it was being 
taken away.

After years in exile, the prophet Isaiah speaks words 
of comfort to Israel (Isaiah 40) that their warfare has 
ended and their “iniquity has been pardoned” and they 
may return to their home.  For some, this would be an 
unparalleled answer to prayer.  For others, the land of 
exile is the only home they know.  Although they had not 
necessarily been treated badly, life in exile was not what 
God had planned for his people.

Occasionally, we ourselves get accustomed to living “less 
than” the life God intended for us.  I pray that this season 
of Advent finds you receiving the comfort that only the 
coming of Jesus can offer and to live your God-given life 
in triumph so that when we get to Christmas, we may 
sing, “Hallelujah.”

THE REV. CHERYL BRAINARD

THE

GRAPEVINE
ST. JAMES PARISH • WILMINGTON, NC

WEEK OF DECEMBER 15, 2019



ST. JAMES STRATEGIC PLANNING GROUP
In this time of transition, St. James has formed a Strategic 
Planning Group (SPG) to evaluate the challenges and 
opportunities we face as a parish.  With the assistance of 
consultant Jim Hanisian, a diverse group of 13 parishioners 
will meet monthly through June 2020.  This group will be 
charged with formulating a mission and vision, as well as 
underlying objectives and goals, for our church.  At each 
step along the way, approval of the group’s direction will be 
sought from the St. James Vestry.  Members of the SPG are:

This dedicated group of parishioners represents an excellent 
cross-section of St. James.  Please keep this group in your 
prayers as they consider the future of our beloved parish!

 ST. JAMES UPDATES
Violet Freeman, Anne Grainger, Bill Hale,  

Tuggie Hickmon

IN OUR PRAYERS:

WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR
December 15| 8:30-11:15 AM | Great Hall 
We have pick-up breakfast items and new and 
improved coffee with all the fixings. If you feel called 
to participate in this ministry, please reach out to Dawn 
Carter at: dawnbcarter@gmail.com.
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NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
8:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:45 AM | GREAT HALL | World’s Greatest Coffee Hour

10:15 AM | ST. JAMES | Faith Fromation

11:15 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

SERVICE SCHEDULE

TODAY, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15:
8:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II &   
               Christmas Pageant

9:45 AM | GREAT HALL | World’s Greatest Coffee Hour

10:15 AM | ST. JAMES | Jim Hanisian Speaking

11:15 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

SPARE CHANGE SUNDAY
December 15 |ALL SERVICES| St. James
We’re supporting Habitat for Humanity this week. Cape Fear 
Habitat for Humanity is a Christian housing ministry assisting 
families in the Cape Fear region towards the purchase of a 
Habitat home. 

Claude Bridger
Katherine Cammack
Suiter Currin
David Dougherty
Kenan Drum
Dean Gornto
Derrick Miller
Laura Moran

Linda Murchison
Molly Shifflet
Brandon Tully
Watson Barnes 
     (St. James Vestry)
Pem Jenkins 
     (St. James Vestry) 

FORWARD IN FAITH:  
STEWARDSHIP RESPONSE THIS WEEK

Total Pledges Received: 274

Total Dollars Pledged: $1,026,629

Total New Pledges: 18

Total Increased Pledges: 100

These numbers do not reflect the generous 
stewardship of time and talents which so many of 

our parishioners have given to St. James, in addition 
to their financial support.  If you have  not sent in 

your pledge, it is not too late!  And please consider 
increasing your participation in the various ministries 

at St. James.

HOLIDAY SERVICE SCHEDULE
• December 24: Christmas Eve Services. 4:00 p.m., 6:00 

p.m., and 10:30 p.m.

• December 25: Christmas Day Service at 10:30 a.m.

• December 29: Two Services, 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

• January 5: Three Services, 8:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m., and 
11:15 a.m and a 5:00 p.m. Epiphany Eve Service at Mt. 
Lebanon Chapel, led by our youth.

ANNUAL MEETING COMMISSION REPORTS 
AND RECORDING
Missed the annual meeting? Don’t worry! We have you 
covered. You can find an audio recording of the Annual 
Meeting on the Sermons Page (www.stjamesp.org/
podcasts/sermons/) and the full Commission reports on 
our Church Website (www.stjamesp.org/blog/2019-annual-
report-and-commission-reports/). 
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INTRODUCING OUR INTERIM RECTOR: THE REV. PIERCE W. KLEMMT

I grew up in a village 10 miles east of Cincinnati, near the confluence of two rivers that flowed into the Ohio River. It was 
the fork in the river that provided so many adventurous summer afternoons with my four competitive brothers. When we 
first lived there, it was home to less than 1,900 people. Originally, it was a farming area, with horse riding stables, private 
schools, a summer camp and old-line families who built estates in the early 20th century. In time, people from the city 
bought up its farmhouses as weekend destinations since its elevation brought cooler summers. The Swing Line, between 
Cincinnati and a neighboring hamlet, brought weekenders out in good weather to hike and picnic in the vast Kroger 
Conservancy.  Its rolling country appealed to Cincinnati families who eventually began building houses with better roads 
and more reliable cars. It became a suburb in the 1950s and was zoned for residential with the exception of the police station, 
whom we called the “Rangers,” and a village hall. It had two churches. A public school was added in 1945.

 Forests were dense, well-water was pristine, and you could drink from the streams. The village was surrounded by a 
serpentine green belt. Except for the farmhouses and estates, most of us lived in new houses as building was rampant in the 
post-war era. Woods were everywhere and we ate wild berries straight from bushes. Children could get lost in the woods 
and enjoy abundant wildlife along streams, fields and bluffs towering above the rivers. We swam in ponds, fished their 
bounty and played ice hockey over their black-green frozen depths in the winter. We were summoned home at nightfall 
when the bell outside the kitchen door was urgently rung.  We played kick the can and listened to ghost stories huddled 
around bonfires after dusk.

The village was typical in its innocence and isolation. The county schools were small and nearly unrivaled. The same kids 
who starred on the football team were thespians in the school play. The athletes of the basketball team were members of the 
chess club. There were no locks anywhere. The Little League games weren’t poisoned with parents demeaning the umpires 
from the bleachers. No one would even think of questioning a coach. My team was managed by the village mayor and after 
games, we would all jump in the back of his sagging station wagon to drive to the Dairy Queen. Most of my life was spent 
pedaling a bicycle my father built from used parts between the school, baseball diamonds, tennis courts, boy scout lodge 
and home. Occasionally, when I felt like a root beer at the A&W, I could ride the 15 miles it took to get there. In time, I was 
allowed to take the bus to Crosley Field on the west side of downtown to watch the Big Red Machine pummel opponents 
back when the Cincinnati Reds were as hot as the sound of their name. The green and silver bus was Art Deco with seats 
covered in viral green vinyl. I would pass the stoops of dilapidated housing with idle children on the streets.  It was then I 
knew something was beginning to stir in me that would express itself vocationally later during graduate school. 

As I got older, nothing enthralled me as much as the Camargo Theater. It was a movie house run by a quaint elderly couple 
that asked for a donation rather than the price of admission. If you had it, fine, if you didn’t,  you could still walk in without 
ducking. There my siloed life was opened to the glories of history, science fiction, adventure, mystery, stories of love and 
loss, tragedy and triumph. Since the only thing on black and white fuzzy TV screens was The Andy Griffith Show and 
Bonanza, it was expanding to go to the movies, sit in the dark with girls, and imagine ourselves in the roles we saw on the 
screen. And that is all! 

Half the people in town attended the Methodist Church and the other half, the Episcopal Church, where I spent most of my 
social time since it was there that the school dances were hosted. Youth were taken seriously by an innovative rector. It was 
where I came to learn about the joys of faith, the discipline of ethics,  and the caution and excesses about the pursuit of mere 
happiness. Since small villages often send their young away, most of my classmates traveled great distances to preparatory 
school, college and careers beyond. However, each Christmas in the church, I remember seeing most of them again, year 
after year, when they came home for the holiday.

Eventually, things changed, as they will. No place is so idyllic as to withstand the mitigating exigencies of life. Parents 
grew older and infirm and were sent to retirement centers. Some were divorced, disappeared and their houses eventually 
sold. Girls and strangely behaved adolescents who had disappeared in my youth came back with unexpected children or 
a diagnosed disability. A few of my parent’s friends were institutionalized and brought back for home rest. My brothers 
left, were married, and made homes for themselves nowhere near the place of our births. Our parents, like so many others, 
left for retirement in Florida. The shake-stained New England-style salt box cottages were torn down for more iconic 



MEN’S RETREAT AT THE TRINITY CENTER
January 14-16, 2020 | The Trinity Center
As we have in the past, we will gather at Trinity Center for 
a retreat led by Rev. Jay Sidebotham. He will challenge us 
to take a look at who we are and who we’d like to be in our 
“4th Quarter.” We’ll include opportunity for worship with 
the Daily Office and conclude with Eucharist. Information: 
David Smith 910-264-5088 or davidsmith6113@gmail.com.

YOUTH LED EPIPHANY EVE SERVICE
January 5, 2020 | 5:00 p.m. | Mt. Lebanon Chapel 
Epiphany is almost here! In addition to our Sunday 
morning services, make plans to join us for a Youth Led 
Epiphany Eve Service at Mt. Lebanon Chapel.

20S/30S MONTHLY DINNER
Wednesday, December 18| 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. |Slice of Life 
Join the 20s/30s group for dinner and fellowship at Slice 
of Life! Childcare will be provided at St. James starting at 
5:15 p.m. RSVP at bit.ly/2030dinner-dec-18 and if you have 
questions feel free to contact Rev. Chris Hamby.

MEALS ON WHEELS
December 26|All Day |Perry Hall Kitchen
What is a great family activity for Christmas Day afternoon 
and evening?  Making sandwiches for the December 
26 Meals on Wheels delivery!  St. James traditionally 
provides over 300 meals for clients the day after Christmas.  
Questions?  Contact Kay Ballard at mballard1@ec.rr.com for 
more information.

December 29 |All Day | Perry Hall Kitchen
December has two opportunities to serve with Meals on 
Wheels! This outreach is counted on by many members of 
our Wilmington Community. Please check your calendars 
and contact us to participate. We need 10 cooks, 30+ drivers, 
oranges and two-bite brownies and packets.  All casseroles 
should be in the fridge in the Perry Hall kitchen by Friday. 
December 27th.  Casserole pans and recipes will be in 
both the Parish Office and Gift Store. Please contact Missy 
Pretlow at missypretlow@gmail.com or Molly Roush at 
mollyroush@hotmail.com for more information or to sign 
up. 

and muscular versions of the new suburbia. Drugs came to the schools and sprawling shopping malls surrounded the 
greenbelt of the village with galloping development. By stark contrast, the village was once an Indian reservation and 
filled with creeks, ponds, hills and ravines where trilobites and arrow heads could be plucked from under the forest leaf 
bed with ease. Eventually, with every descent to city limits and bordering towns, you were met with fast food chains, auto 
dealers, and retail outlets making you grateful you lived in the woods.

Many years later, I was invited back to be the keynote speaker of the church’s 75th anniversary. As a child, I knew the 
village like the back of my hand, but I unexpectantly recall getting lost trying to find the church. I had moved away many 
years before, but for the first time, I felt like a stranger in my hometown. I stayed at a bed and breakfast that I remember 
we resided in while waiting for the house to be built in the 1950s. I looked for the old movie house, but it had become an 
Apple store. The ice cream store was a drycleaner and the A&W drive-in was a parking lot for the CVS pharmacy. Sunday 
came and I had no expectations of what it would be like or who I would meet. Once I entered the back door of the church 
I remember entering as an acolyte, I was greeted by the waxy, herbaceous scent of its worship space and vesting room. 
On the corner wall stood the cross that was given in memory of my teenage brother who died of encephalitis, a cross I 
remember carrying as an acolyte. The organist of 50 years began the prelude which made my heart sing and shamelessly, 
she played all the old chestnuts from the 1949 hymnal. Instantly, it began to feel like home. With my parents gone and my 
brothers scattered, it wasn’t exactly the same. The village, as a good town should, showed me the way out when I was 
young. Yet, for all the years I lived someplace else, it somehow remained my own, much as you can put some beloved 
object away and take it back out whenever you choose, flooding you with the quixotic memories of your youth.  But when 
I walked into the church, during the procession, I was surprised to see how many were there I would identify through the 
veil of their silver hair and craped skin.  After coffee hour, following the service, we spun tales and relived memories in a 
splendid reunion.

Now I am retired from 20 years of serving as Rector of Christ Church in Alexandria, Virginia.  My children are launched 
having careers and families of their own. I imagine on one Christmas night, soon in the future, they will return with the 
bevy of our grandchildren and regale the memories and stories of youth, challenge and discovery, and will feel, however 
briefly, at home again. 

CONTINUED INTRODUCTION THE REV. PIERCE W. KLEMMT



PRAYING SHAPES BELIEVING
Tuesdays, February 4 - March 31 | 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. | 
Register at bit.ly/prayingshapes 
This 9-week course, led by lay and clergy leaders, is designed 
for adults who want a refresher about what the Episcopal
Church believes and does, are new to St. James or the 
Episcopal Church, and those preparing for Confirmation, 
Reception, or Reaffirmation in the spring. We will explore 
topics like The Practice of Prayer & Your Spirituality, The 
Book of Common Prayer, Sacraments, and an Instructed 
Eucharist. The classes are wonderful opportunities for 
formation, education, and fellowship with others. All, new 
and old to Episcopal Church, are welcome to attend. 
Childcare will be provided with advance reservations. 
Please contact Rev. Chris Hamby for more information.

LECTURE SERIES: “SECULOSITY” WITH 
DAVID ZAHL 
Tuesday, February 4 | 7:00 p.m. | Great Hall  | Reception 
preceding at 6:30 p.m.

Seculosity: How Career, Parenting, Technology, Food, 
Politics, and Romance Became Our New Religion and 
What To Do About It.  
Please join us on February 4, at 7:00 in the Great Hall for 
an evening with David Zahl as he presents his new book, 
Seculosity: How Career, Parenting, Technology, Food, 
Politics, and Romance Became Our New Religion and 
What To Do About It.    

According to Zahl, Americans may be going to church 
less, but we’re more religious than ever. At the heart of 
our current moment lies a universal yearning, writes 
Zahl, not to be happy or respected so much as enough—
what religions call “righteous.” To fill the void left by 
religion, we look to all sorts of everyday activities—
from eating and parenting to dating and voting—for 
the identity, purpose, and meaning once provided 
on Sunday morning. Seculosity takes a thoughtful 
yet entertaining tour of American “performancism.” 
Ultimately, Zahl brings us to a fresh appreciation for the 
grace of God in all its countercultural wonder.

David Zahl is the founder and director of Mockingbird 
Ministries, editor-in-chief of the popular Mockingbird 
website (www.mbird.com), and co-host of The 
Mockingcast. He and his family live in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, where he also serves on the staff of Christ 
Episcopal Church. Zahl is the author of A Mess of Help: 
From the Crucified Soul of Rock N’ Roll and coauthor 
of Law and Gospel: A Theology for Sinners (and Saints). 
His most recent book, Seculosity: How Career, Parenting, 
Technology, Food, Politics, and Romance Became Our 
New Religion and What To Do About It, appeared in 
2019 from Fortress Press.  This book will be available 
for purchase at the lecture and attendees will have the 
opportunity to have their books signed. STAFF PARTY OFFICE HOURS & THANK YOU

December 17 | 1:00 PM | Parish House 
The parish office will be closing early on Tuesday, December 
17th, so that our staff may celebrate the holidays together. 
Under Jay’s leadership, our staff has built the habit of giving 
thanks for one another at each staff meeting as a “kudos.” As 
the end of the year draws near, we would like to invite you 
to share your “kudos” as well. If a member of our team has 
been a blessing to you, we invite you to let them know with a 
small note of thanks. If you would like to send a “kudos” to 
the team,  please email it to Erin Becker at communications@
stjamesp.org by December 16th and she will make sure they 
receive it during the Staff Party on December 17th.

ST. JAMES DAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS BREAK
December 19, 2019 - 
January 5, 2019 
A big thank you to 
all of our St. James 
Day School Families 
and Staff for a wonderful first semester. The Day School 
will be closed from December 19th through January 6th 
for Christmas Break. We wish you all a happy and safe 
holiday and we look forward to seeing you all again on 
January 6th!

MORNING PRAYER IN ADVENT
One of the ways we will observe this contemplative season is 
to gather weekday mornings (Monday- Friday) for Morning 
Prayer in the chapel. As of Monday, December 2, morning 
prayer begins at 8:00 a.m. and we are usually done by 8:20 or 
so. Different members of the community lead the service, and 
it is a wonderful way to center. 

LET’S DECORATE TOGETHER
Monday, December 23 | 9:00 a.m | Sanctuary 
Please join us to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas! We will 
meet in the church on Monday at 9:00. Please bring any pretty 
greenery you can gather (Christmas tree trimmings, etc.) All are 
Welcome! If you have questions, please reach out to Florence 
Ellen Cowden at fecowden@aol.com.

2020 OFFERING ENVELOPES NOW 
AVAILABLE
December 15| St. James 
For those of you who requested offering envelopes, they 
are now available for pick-up. You will find them on the 
small table in the narthex. If you have any questions, please 
reach out to Jerry Worley at office.admin@stjamesp.org.



CHRISTMAS PAGEANT

TODAY| 9:00 a.m. | St. James

ANGELS, SHEPHERDS, AND SHEEP, OH MY! 
The story of Jesus’ birth told by the youngest of our 
congregation. As we all know, the birth of Jesus is a 

magical one filled with all of your favorite characters. 
Mary, Joseph, a stable full of animals, rejoicing angels, 
and of course our guest of honor – Jesus. This pageant 
of pageants takes place during the 9:00 a.m. service on 

Sunday, December 15. 

We request that any pictures taken be shared with 
Erin at communications@stjamesp.org.

ANGEL TREE- THANK YOU
Thank you so much to the St. James Family!
This year, St. James received 250 Angel 
Tree tags, each for a local child whose 
family was in need of a little help this 
Christmas. Thanks to your generosity, 
we are so very pleased to say that every 
single child whose name we received 
will have something special under the 
tree this Christmas. 

DEADLINE TO APPEAR IN BULLETIN IS DECEMBER 18, 2019 AT 9:00 A.M.  LATE SUBMISSIONS MAY NOT BE PRINTED

CONFIRMATION 
Confirmation classes will be beginning in early 2020. 
If you would like to take on this incredible next step in 
developing a relationship with the Episcopal Church 
and your faith, please reach out to Shannon Lockamy at 
christianformation@stjamesp.org or Cookie Cantwell at 
cookie@stjamesp.org. We are so excited to hear how God is 
working in your lives through this time of confirmation.

SENIOR CRUCIFER PORTRAITS
The Annual Senior Crucifer photograph will take place 
Tuesday, December 24, 11:00 am in the sanctuary.
Our Senior Crucifers this year are:
Conard Henderson, Jackson Hicks, Laura Kate Lindstrom, 
Miles Lindstrom, Hoke Roberson, Tenneyson Wnek, and 
Vance Young.



ACOLYTE, READER, USHER, AND CHALICE 
BEARER OPPORTUNITIES
CALLING ALL 6th - 12th GRADERS:  I hope you have all 
noticed that each Sunday morning at the 9:00 am Worship 
Service, there are Acolytes AND there are YOUTH Chalice 
Bearers, Readers, & Ushers!  How exciting is that?! Please 
text Cookie, 910-264-5910, or email Cookie at cookie@
stjamesp.org to let her know that YOU are interested in 
leading worship at the 9 am Worship.  Please let me know 
the dates that YOU will be available.  

ST. JAMES YOUTH MINISTRIES SKI TRIP
February 20-23, 2020 | Winterplace
The Ski Trip is almost full.   There are a few spaces left 
so send your Ski Trip Registration into Cookie TODAY!   
Your Registration Fee must accompany your registration.  
Don’t miss the fun of Winterplace Ski Resort on February 
20 - 23, 2020!   Also, mark your calendars for our SKI TRIP 
MEETING at 5:30 pm in the Youth Room, St James for all the 
information and details of our trip!   Have questions? Please 
reach out to Cookie Cantwell at cookie@stjamesp.org. 

TONIGHT: WRAP AND YAP!
Sunday, December 15 | 5:30-7:00 p.m. | Youth Room
On December 8, we shopped for presents for those in need. 
Now it’s time to wrap them! Join us for a night of fun, tape, 
and ribbon. We’ll wrap presents and enjoy each other’s 
company. While we are wrapping our gifts, we will be 
watching one of  our Christmas movies, “ELF.”  And YES, 
wear your favorite appropriate  Christmas Pajamas!  Join the 
fun and help our families in need have a merry Christmas.  
Come and Bring your friends! Questions? Ask Cookie at 
cookie@stjamesp.org.  

WHY WE’RE WRAPPIN’
The St. James Parish Youth Group is working to sponsor 10 
local families this Christmas. These families are gifted with 
presents and a holiday Turkey dinner. Thanks to the work 
of our young people, these families have some Christmas 
cheer this year.

PORT CITY JAVA BIBLE STUDY
December 18 | 7:00-7:53 AM | Port City Java on Shipyard  
One of our favorite Bible studies is going strong! Join us for 
coffee, fellowship, & starting off the day right!

LET’S LEAD! EPIPHANY SERVICE
January 5| 5:00 p.m. | Mt. Lebanon
Join us for as we remember the arrival of the Wise Men 
coming from “afar” to worship the Newborn King, Jesus!  
All young people are encouraged to participate!   Please 
contact Cookie if you are interested in reading, singing or 
helping with this amazing worship experience.  And…. YES, 
we will be going to PT’s Grill after our worship!



EDITORIAL DEADLINES:  The deadline for the Dec. 24th  e-blast is Thursday, December 19. There will be no new    
         Grapevine on December 29.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Church

HALO HOOPS PRACTICE
6:00-7:00 PM| Perry Hall 

FELLOWSHIP AA
7:30-9:00 PM | Lippitt Room

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Church

PARISH STAFF CHRISTMAS LUNCH
1:00-4:30 PM | Offsite

ALANON
6:00-7:00 PM | Lippitt Room
WDAA BASKETBALL PRACTICE
6:30- 8:30 PM | Perry Hall

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Church

PORT CITY JAVA BIBLE STUDY
7:00-7:50 AM | Shipyard PCJ

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
12:10-12:40 PM | Chapel

20s/30s DINNER
5:30-7:00 PM | Slice of Life Pizzeria

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
6:00-8:30 PM | Tatum Parlor

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21
ALANON
8:00-9:30 AM | Bishop Wright Room

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Church

HALO HOOPS PRACTICE
6:00-7:00 PM| Perry Hall

CHOIR REHEARSAL
7:00-8:30 PM | Choir Room

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Church

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
8:00-8:40 AM | Church
CHOIR REHEARSAL
8:15-9:00 AM | Choir Room 

WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR
8:30 AM- 11:15 AM| Great Hall

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
9:00-10:00 AM | Church

FAITH FORMATION
10:15-11:00 AM |St. James

CHOIR REHEARSAL
10:30-11:15 AM | Choir Room

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
11:15 AM-12:00  PM | Church
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