
The Holy Eucharist
The Second Sunday after Christmas Day

Sunday 5 January 2020 @ 9 AM
Page numbers refer to the Book of Common Prayer.

Listening devices to assist with hearing are available in the Narthex.

The Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 

Gathering Music (Please join in singing the gathering music, which will begin at 8:50 am)

Be still for the presence of the Lord   David Evans
   

Hymn 115: What child is this?   Greensleeves

What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary.

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. Refrain

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, peasant, king, to own him;
the King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him. Refrain
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Welcome and Announcements 

Processional Hymn 102: “Once in royal David’s city” (stanzas 1—3)  Irby

The Word of God
The Opening Acclamation BCP p. 355

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn 96: “Angels we have heard on high”   Gloria

Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night, 
and the mountains in reply echoing their brave delight. 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why these songs of happy cheer? 
What great brightness did you see? What glad tidings did you hear?
Gloria...

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria...

See Him in a manger laid whom the angels praise above; Mary, Joseph,
lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise.
Gloria...

The Collect of the Day 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may 
share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Reading      Jeremiah 31:7—14
Commentary
The prophet Jeremiah lived in days of darkness and disaster, but a repeated theme in his book is God’s promise to 
restore His people. In the future, Israel will be restored to peace, honor, joy and plenty. A great number of Israelites of 
all ages and stations in life would return to the Promised Land from throughout the world. God, as a loving and nur-
turing parent, will comfort those who sorrow and care for the needs of a struggling community. God is more powerful 
than any enemy and will fulfill His purpose for His people. God can and will turn mourning and sorrow into comfort 
and rejoicing. 

Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give 
praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” See, I am going to bring them from the land of 
the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child 
and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. With weeping they shall come, and with conso-
lations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 
for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare 
it in the coastlands far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 
For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and sing 
aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and 
the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall 
never languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be 
merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests 
their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord. 

The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

 



The Holy Gospel All stand.  Matthew 2:1—12

 

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 
asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and call-
ing together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: `And you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 
people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; 
and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child 
was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
left for their own country by another road.

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon                                        The Rev. Pierce Klemmt, Interim Rector
 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
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    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People (Form II)                       385 



Prayer for the Celebration of a New Ministry         

THE PEACE      360

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

     The Holy Communion
(Gluten-free wafers available at main altar rail, please request)

Offertory Anthem          Une jeune pucelle, French folk melody 
arr. Healey Willan

’Twas in the moon of wintertime,
When all the birds had fled, 
That mighty Gitchi Manitou
Sent angel choirs instead; 
Before their light the stars grew dim, 
And wondering hunters heard the hymn: 
Jesus your King is born, 
Jesus is born, 
In excelsis gloria. 

Within a lodge of broken bark
The tender babe was found, 
A ragged robe of rabbit skin
Enwrapped His beauty round; 
But as the hunter braves drew nigh, 
The angel song rang loud and high: 
Jesus your King is born…

The earliest moon of wintertime
Is not so round and fair
As was the ring of glory on
The helpless Infant there. 
The chiefs from far before Him knelt
With gifts of fox and beaver pelt. 
Jesus your King is born…

O children of the forest free, 
O seed of Manitou, 
The holy Child of earth and Heav’n
Is born today for you. 
Come kneel before the radiant Boy, 
Who brings you beauty, peace and joy. 
Jesus your King is born…

Text from Wyandot language (Huron)
trans. Jesse Edgar Middleton 

Presentation Hymn:  (stanza 3 of Hymn 380)         Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharist Prayer B 367
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise.
4

Let us break bread together on our knees,
Let us break bread together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink wine together on our knees... 
Refrain



The Celebrant continues, concluding with: 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:                                                                                                         
Sanctus:                                            Resignation

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
   Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
People  We remember his death. 
  We proclaim his resurrection. 
  We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues, concluding with: 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
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 And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Fraction Anthem (S152): 

The Communion of the People

Music at Communion:                                                                                                             
 

Hymn 325: “Let us break bread together on our knees”  Let Us Break Bread Together

Let us break bread together on our knees,
Let us break bread together on our knees.
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun,
O Lord, have mercy on me.

Let us drink wine together on our knees... 
Refrain

Let us praise God together on our knees... 
Refrain



Hymn 109: “The first Nowell”  The First Nowell

The first Nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields as they lay, keeping their sheep, 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
born is the King of Israel.

They lookéd up and saw a star 
shining in the east beyond them far,
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. Refrain

And by the light of that same star 
three wise men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain

This star drew nigh to the northwest, 
o’er Bethlehem it took its rest,
and there it did both stop and stay 
right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain

Then entered in those wise men three 
full reverently upon their knee,
and offered there in his presence 
their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. Refrain

Then let us all with one accord 
sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
that hath made heaven and earth of nought, 
and with his blood mankind hath bought. Refrain

The Postcommunion Prayer   365
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

Hymn 99: “Go tell it on the mountain”  Go Tell It on the Mountain

The Dismissal: 366
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

X  X  X
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St. James Vision Statement
Our vision is for St. James Parish to be a committed, 
loving, supportive parish family that provides oppor-
tunity, encouragement and nourishment for all to know 

Christ and make Him known.

St. James Mission Statement
To invite all people to know and receive the infinite grace 
of God in Christ, and together grow in love of God and 

neighbor through service, worship, and study.

The flowers at the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
 

Daniel Harris Penton, Frances Dunn Penton, Henry Edgar Longley 

ASSISTING IN SERVICES TODAY
ST. MARY’S, BURGAW—Rev. Thom May; LECTORS—(9:00 am) Topsy James; (11:15 am)—Zander Koonce, Sonja 
McFarland; PRAYERS—(9:00 am) Sarah Thomas; (11:15 am)—Joel Pretlow; USHERS—(9:00 am) Watson Barnes, Bill 
Johnston, Bill Clark, Ed Whitesides, Al Marr, David Brownlow, Taft Stephenson; (11:15 am) —Alex Murchison, Calvin Jones, 
J. Gibson, R.V. Fulk, Fred Newber; ACOLYTES—(9:00) Vance Young, Holland Putney, Cameron Balderson, Lillie Putney  
ADVISOR—Kim Balderson; (11:15) Tenneyson Wnek, Sarah Easley, Jane Wells ADVISOR—Clergy; CHALICISTS—
(8:00) Carl Keller, Nancy Keller; (9:00 am) Will Carter, Wayne Jackson, Bob Lloyd, Linda Murchison; (11:15 am)—Zander 
Koonce, Will Mason; ALTAR GUILD—Doris Ruffner, Roi Penton, Frances Trask, Linda Brown, Pat Ford, Missy Pretlow, 
Sue Kimbrell; CHOIR—St. James Choir; GREETERS—(9:00 am) Lizzie Hartman, Charlotte Davis (11:15 am) Tim Ford, 
Kay Bilisoly; SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY—Susan Ingle; WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR— Bill McKenzie  

TODAY:
•  8:00 am | Holy Eucharist, Rite I  (Church)                                                                                                                              

•  8:15 am | SJ Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

•  9:00 am |Holy Eucharist, Rite II  (Church) 

•  9:45 am | The World’s Greatest Coffee Hour...EVER (Great Hall)                                                                                                                                

• 10:15 am | Faith Formation (various rooms)                                                                                                                               

• 10:30 am | SJ Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

• 11:15 am | Holy Eucharist, Rite II  (Church)                         

•  5:00 pm | Youth-led Epiphany Eve Service (Mt. Lebanon Chapel)                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                      



 WHAT IS AN INTERIM RECTOR?
When the head of an organization retires, most people are 
confident they can find a replacement within a matter of 
weeks. Many with succession plans have a list of candidates 
ten deep. They are mystified to learn an interim period to 
retire a rector and call a new one, should take anything 
like a year to accomplish. What with background profiles, 
internet intelligence, fact check, and a surveillance camera 
on every street corner, you would think a match made in 
heaven, without any surprises, would be as carefree as 
online dating.

Truth be told, finding the spiritual leader for a congregation 
is more complex. Think of it as a pregnancy or courtship or 
adopting a teenager or finding your next best job. It simply 
and resolutely takes the time it takes. It cannot be hurried. 
History is clear that when Search Committees think they 
have found the perfect person and hurry to hire before 
the candidate accepts another pressing opportunity, short 
circuiting the integrity of the search, disappointment is 
usually experienced within three years. The search just takes 
the time it takes. Patience is required.

No congregation should be left idle as the search progresses. 
Faithful interim tenures are necessary to compose a strategic 
menu of parish assessments, evaluation of pastoral needs 
and opportunities, a reboot of organizational development, 
and frankly, time to let the church breathe to get enough 
oxygen into its system to conduct a competent search. It just 
takes time. Usually between nine and twenty-four months. 
Because Saint James is teeming with organizational talent, it 
may well take less time, but it would be folly to expect a call 
by June. It just takes the time it needs.

On the other hand, some amazing things can be 
accomplished during an interim. Like any organization, 

congregations should revisit and clarify their identity, 
mission and vision. The leaders of the congregation can 
take the temperature of its members to establish preferences, 
hopes, ambitions and therefore reactivate the challenges and 
opportunities for the future. An interim period provides 
time for a careful assessment of the church’s blind spots, 
organizational opportunities and dreams. It allows time to 
determine the kind of spiritual leader it deserves. Interim 
tenures create openings and cultivate environments to 
renew lay participation, experiment with new ventures, 
apply fresh eyes to persistent dilemmas and move the 
needle to build momentum, while harvesting resources to 
recruit, attract and onboard a new rector.

There are at least three flavors of interim rectors. Ones 
I have known are: Agitator, Placeholder, and Capacity 
Builder. In years past, interim clergy were taught to send 
shockwaves through the parish in order to forget the pain 
or glories of the past and make anything with a collar 
walking through the door look like Jesus in the flesh. They 
move a lot of furniture and upset most of the worshiping 
congregation. Many still do this, thinking spoiling things 
and making a mess is a sure way to clear the deck. My 
guess is your friends have told you some war stories about 
such rogue characters in graphic detail!  But all this does is 
to irritate parishioners and squander the resources of the 
church.

 A Placeholder’s motto is akin to Woody Allen’s ridiculous 
proverb: “90% of life is just showing up.” Placeholders do 
nothing to cultivate and mine the pastoral and leadership 
gold that has been lying dormant and frustrated in the 
veins of the church’s bloodstream probably for years. They 
show up all right, but bring nothing to the table except their 
charming, affable selves, clocking in late and leaving early.

Capacity Builders are superbly trained specialists with a 
track record to prove it. They are troubleshooters, healers 
and needle movers. They value accountability and seek 
feedback. They model collaboration. They are exceptional 
guides for adventure. In contrast to a Placeholder, they offer 
perspective, balance and decisiveness. Capacity Builders 
have their eyes on two things: revitalizing the parish and 
laying the groundwork for a new rector to arrive and 
flourish in their new spiritual home. It just takes time. But 
it’s about time, wouldn’t you agree?

THE REV. PIERCE KLEMMT

THE

GRAPEVINE
ST. JAMES PARISH • WILMINGTON, NC

WEEK OF JANUARY 5, 2020



 ST. JAMES UPDATES
Sims Foulks, Tuggie Hickmon

IN OUR PRAYERS:

WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR
January 5| 8:30-11:15 AM | Great Hall 
We have pick-up breakfast items and new and 
improved coffee with all the fixings. If you feel called 
to participate in this ministry, please reach out to Dawn 
Carter at: dawnbcarter@gmail.com.

9

NEXT SUNDAY: JANUARY 12
8:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:45 AM | GREAT HALL | World’s Greatest Coffee Hour

10:15 AM | ST. JAMES |Faith Formation

11:15 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

SERVICE SCHEDULE

TODAY: SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
8:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:45 AM | GREAT HALL | World’s Greatest Coffee Hour

10:15 AM | ST. JAMES |Meet the Rev. Pierce Klemmt

10:15 AM | ST. JAMES |Children’s Faith Formation

11:15 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

5:00 PM | MT. LEBANON | Epiphany Eve Service

FORWARD IN FAITH:  
STEWARDSHIP RESPONSE THIS WEEK

Total Pledges Received: 295

Total Dollars Pledged: $1,094,254

Total New Pledges: 18

Total Increased Pledges: 111

These numbers do not reflect the generous stewardship 
of time and talents which so many of our parishioners 
have given to St. James, in addition to their financial 
support.  If you have  not sent in your pledge, it is 
not too late!  And please consider increasing your 
participation in the various ministries at St. James.

YOU’RE INVITED TO SHARE
Over the last year, the Spiritual Growth Commission has 
had a number of Commission members add a section 
to the Grapevine publication, entitled Spiritual Growth 
Moment.  
The focus of each submission is for the writer to provide 
a short personal story or experience which enhanced the 
writer’s spiritual growth.  We would like to invite all St. 
James members including youth of our parish who are 
interested to participate in this opportunity in the new 
year.  If you are interested, please contact Linda Murchison 
and she will fill you in on the details.  Linda’s email 
address is lindamurchison65@email.com. Thanks for your 
consideration in helping others through the telling of your 
story.  

Tom Dodson- Chairman of Spiritual Growth Commission

TONIGHT! EPIPHANY SERVICE
January 5| 5:00 p.m. | Mt. Lebanon Chapel
Join us for a Youth Led worship service as we remember the 
arrival of the Wise Men coming from “afar” to worship the 
Newborn King, Jesus!  All are welcome! Questions, please 
reach out to Cookie Cantwell at cookie@stjamesp.org.

CONFIRMATION 
Confirmation classes will begin in early 2020. If you 
would like to take on this incredible next step in 
developing a relationship with the Episcopal Church 
and your faith, please reach out to Shannon Lockamy at 
christianformation@stjamesp.org or Cookie Cantwell at 
cookie@stjamesp.org. We are so excited to hear how God is 
working in your lives through this time of confirmation.

PRAYING SHAPES BELIEVING
Tuesdays, February 4 - March 31 | 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. | 
Register at bit.ly/prayingshapes 
This 9-week course, led by lay and clergy leaders, is 
designed for adults who want a refresher about what 
the Episcopal Church believes and does, are new to St. 
James or the Episcopal Church, and those preparing for 
Confirmation, Reception, or Reaffirmation in the spring. 
We will explore topics like The Practice of Prayer & Your 
Spirituality, The Book of Common Prayer, Sacraments, 
and an Instructed Eucharist. The classes are wonderful 
opportunities for formation, education, and fellowship 
with others. All, new and old to Episcopal Church, 
are welcome to attend. Childcare will be provided 
with advance reservations. Please contact Rev. Chris 
Hamby for more information, christ@stjamesp.org.

 

Lesley Parker on the death of her father, William 
Gabbert

CONDOLENCES TO:
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MEN’S RETREAT AT THE TRINITY CENTER
January 14-16, 2020 | The Trinity Center
As we have in the past, we will gather at Trinity Center 
for a retreat led by Rev. Jay Sidebotham. He will challenge 
us to take a look at who we are and who we’d like to be in 
our “4th Quarter.” We’ll include opportunity for worship 
with the Daily Office and conclude with Eucharist. 
Information: David Smith at davidsmith6113@gmail.com.

INTERIM MINISTRY- THE REV. PIERCE KLEMMT
When your vestry interviewed me as a candidate to become the Interim Rector, one thoughtful question stood 
out: “What can we expect to happen during your tenure?” This is how I responded: “Well, if you think about a 
congregation composing a symphony, then the Interim Period is the adagio movement. It is a time when the meter of 
the symphony gracefully slows to allow a more reflective score.  This cultivates an environment fertile for clarification 
and assessment.”

Laying the foundation for the future is too important to idle a congregation with merely a placeholding minister and 
expectant parishioners. Rather, it is the time to build energy toward a crescendo of momentum and vision. Then there 
is readiness to greet your new rector when he/she arrives. This time of transition provides focus and assessment for 
identity and capacity building, while setting the table for a new pastor to be welcomed with a running start.

Watching our daughter attend the Washington School of Ballet, I learned the nomenclature of dance. While adagio is 
played slowly and gracefully, almost leisurely, it is not to be considered a recessive refrain. On the contrary, think of 
the purpose of adagio in a ballet. In a section of a pas de deux, the ballerina and her partner perform steps requiring 
enthralling lyricism and great skill in lifting, balancing, and turning. It is a technically demanding movement. 
Therefore, all the energy and forward thrust of the adagio serves the radiance of the finale. Such is the orchestration of 
a finely tuned interim tenue.

The assessment instruments and conversations to explore capacity building can be contained in one searching 
question: “What gifts does Saint James possess to accomplish what God is calling you to become as a community 
of faith?” My role is to coach the leaders in the art of adagio for the next chapter of your congregation’s life, while 
pastoring to the people and community. I am immensely excited about this opportunity and pledge the best of my 
experience and skills to this extraordinary opportunity.

Are you ready to lace up your ballet slippers?

CLOISTER BENCH REFURBISHMENT
Saturday, January 25 | 9:00 a.m. | Cloister
Join us as we work with St. Joseph’s Guild to refurbish our 
Cloister Benches. We’ll have some coffee and breakfast 
snacks available. If you would like to help provide coffee 
or breakfast for this ministry or if you have any questions, 
please reach out to Wes Clewis at wes@stjamesp.org.

ANNUAL MEETING COMMISSION REPORTS 
AND RECORDING
Missed the annual meeting? Don’t worry! We have you 
covered. You can find an audio recording of the Annual 
Meeting on the Sermons Page (www.stjamesp.org/podcasts/
sermons/) and the full Commission reports on our Church 
Website (www.stjamesp.org/blog/2019-annualreport-and-
commission-reports/).

CHILDREN’S OFFERING 
Thanks to the generosity of our families, we have been able 
to donate 65 lbs. of food to Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard 
since the beginning of our Childrens’ offering. We are 
fostering a spirit of giving by inviting children to bring 
canned food weekly to St James at the 9:00 a.m. Service. 
There will be a special time during worship where they 
will be asked to bring their offerings to the front and 
place them in the donation basket for Mother Hubbard’s 
Cupboard.



A LETTER FROM THE REV. JAY SIDEBOTHAM
Dear friends:

I wanted to send one more communication as priest-in-charge before we welcome Pierce Klemmt as Interim Rector. It’s 
been a privilege to serve in this capacity over the last nine months. Thank you for the honor and encouragement. I want 
to express my gratitude and admiration for the staff and lay leadership who have worked so hard and faithfully during 
this time.  They are only a part of a great congregation that makes St. James distinctive in the Episcopal Church.

I would be remiss in my ministry as priest in charge if I didn’t take this opportunity to ask for your help. While we are 
grateful for the pledges that have been offered to support the mission and ministry of the church in 2020, we have come 
up short. Please read the letter on the next page from your new Senior Warden, Steve Thomas. It gives a thoughtful 
assessment of where we are and where we need to be. Then prayerfully consider what commitment you might be able 
to make for our church in 2020.

I believe that God has great things in store for St. James. I also believe that God uses us, the gifts we’ve been given 
(including our finances) to accomplish those great things. Please be generous in your response.

Faithfully and gratefully,

The Rev. Jay Sidebotham, Priest in Charge

ST. JAMES STRATEGIC PLANNING GROUP
In this time of transition, St. James has formed a Strategic 
Planning Group (SPG) to evaluate the challenges and 
opportunities we face as a parish. With the assistance of 
consultant Jim Hanisian, a diverse group of 13 parishioners will 
meet monthly through June 2020. This group will be charged 
with formulating a mission and vision, as well as underlying 
objectives and goals, for our church. At each step along the way, 
approval of the group’s direction will be sought from the St. 
James Vestry. 

Members of the SPG are: Claude Bridger, Katherine Cammack, 
Suiter Currin, David Dougherty, Kenan Drum, Dean Gornto, 
Derrick Miller, Laura Moran, Linda Murchison, Mollie Shiflet, 
Brandon Tully, Watson Barnes (St. James Vestry), Pem Jenkins 
(St. James Vestry)

This dedicated group of parishioners represents an excellent 
cross-section of St. James. Please keep this group in your prayers 
as they consider the future of our beloved parish!

INTRODUCING BREAD BREAKERS
Formerly known as the 20s/30s Group, Bread Breakers 
invites everyone to send in their suggestions of where 
we should host our monthly fellowship dinners in 
2020! Send us your suggestions! communications@
stjamesp.org

JANUARY BREAD BREAKERS
Wednesday, January 15 | 5:30p.m. | Rebellion
Join the Bread Breakers (Formerly known as the 
20s/30s group) for dinner and fellowship at Rebellion 
on January 15th at 5:30 p.m.! Childcare will be 
provided at St. James starting at 5:15 p.m. RSVP at 
https://www.meetup.com/stjames/ and if you have 
questions feel free to contact Rev. Chris Hamby.

A THANK YOU FROM MEALS ON WHEELS
Molly Roush and Missy Pretlow want to thank all 
volunteers that were involved in the December 
29th MOWs. This outreach is so important to our 
community and we are involved only in the 5th 
Sunday of a month.  Thank you to the cooks, those 
providing food items, packers, and drivers.  



A LETTER FROM OUR SENIOR WARDEN ON STEWARDSHIP

Fellow Parishioners,

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to each of you! I pray the presence of Christ was felt in your 
lives especially in these past weeks and that St. James was part of that for each of you. Hearing Rev. Jay 
Sidebotham’s stunning Christmas Eve sermon and seeing the hope and love on everyone’s face, I must tell 
you that I feel joy in being a member of such a wonderful and supportive parish family. This is truly a special 
time to be a member of St. James!

I write to you as your new Senior Warden of St. James and on behalf of the entire Vestry. I previously served 
as Senior Warden in 2017, but I can tell you that in the past month I have come to understand how much the 
Vestry has been tirelessly working to serve God’s will at St. James in the two years since I left it. Those who 
have served us on Vestry the past several years have dealt with considerable challenges and tests of faith, 
courage, and love. I want you to know that you can have faith in those individuals and the decisions that 
they made on behalf of all of us - that all the changes that have taken place have been decided from a place 
of deep contemplation and much prayerful consideration. They have put their heart and soul into their role. 
I ask your trust in the Vestry that their leadership was solid and in the best interests of St. James. It is most 
relevant to keep in mind how we are deeply indebted to the Rev. Ron Abrams for his 18 years of dutiful 
service to St. James. We now must look forward to our new future together.

I need to tell you more detail (based on our current overall financial trajectory) directly why each of us must 
take action now. In 2019, the Vestry and Finance Committee agreed (during the first year of transition after 
Ron’s departure) that we must stay the course of current expenditures (in particular Staff and Clergy) and 
make a plea to the parish membership to support at a higher level than received in years prior. When this 
happened, some parishioners did indeed step up to provide more support this past year, but frankly most 
did not. We still did not meet a balanced budget for 2019, but based on the added help it appears right 
now that we will have spent only approx. $140k more than we had in revenue after projecting a deficit of 
$262k (Note that 97.6% came from pledges). Being $140k in the red for 2019 is not good, but we had some 
unrestricted funds to help cover the shortcoming.

In contemplating our upcoming 2020 Budget, neither the Finance Committee or the Vestry see an easy 
solution. If we were to maintain the same level of programs and staff as we need to – and do not increase 
our pledges significantly over what has been received to date (only $1,066,254 as of 12/27/19) - we expect to 
spend over $245k more than our revenue in 2020. There are no more identified unrestricted funds that could 
be utilized to cover a shortfall this year, so we truly need to balance the books this year and we can only do 
so with the help of every parishioner. Additionally and critically, we have also been advised by multiple 
wise Clergy (including our new Interim Rector, Rev. Pierce Klemmt) that we must establish sound financial 
standing for the Church in order to attract the best Rector candidates.

Given this unique set of circumstances, I must make a personal plea to each of you – that you re-consider 
your current pledge (if you made one) for 2020 and pledge as much as you are able – or, if you have not 
pledged re-consider that decision and bring your support of the Mission of St. James to the table. Without 
a significant outpouring of financial support from you the Parish, we will be forced to make painful and 
potentially growth-stunting cuts in both programs and personnel. Please understand the severity of the need 
- The time to step up to help your Church is now.

If you are like me, you may be growing tired of hearing about our “time of transition” at St. James. If I’m 
being honest, I am as well. I also do know, however, that this truly is a process that cannot be rushed and 
is not as simple as just finding the “right” Rector and hiring them. It is a deliberate process, as our very 
experienced consultant Rev. Jim Hanisian has been educating us on the past few months. It is one that must 
be moved through carefully and with prayer at the center – looking expectantly toward what God has in His 



plans for us all. We will be actively looking for your input in the coming months as we move toward calling 
a new Rector. We need your support – not just financially – in the coming year ahead to make sure we truly 
call the best possible next Rector of St. James Parish.

In closing, I want to ask each of you to do the following:

Find a quiet space and spend a few minutes in silence thinking about St. James’ place in your life.

Ask God to show you how to respond to this letter and the needs of St. James.

Call the church office (at 910-763-1628) or email Maria (at finance@stjamesp.org) and tell her about your 
plans to make a pledge or increase your pledge. 

I want to reiterate to you all that the Clergy, Staff, and Vestry of St. James are working hard to do all we 
are able to stretch each dollar and make it work to His will in our Parish. If you have any questions about 
anything in this letter, I want to encourage you to reach out to me directly and I will hear you and give you 
as much additional information as I am able. You may email me at stevethomas@live.com or call me directly 
at (910) 876-2655.

God bless each of you and bless our home of St. James Parish.

Steve Thomas

Senior Warden, St. James Parish

ST. JAMES DAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION
School is back in session on Monday, January 6, 2020.
Registration for school year 2020-2021 opens on JANUARY 
13, 2020 for children of parishioners, currently enrolled 
students, and their siblings.  At-large registration opens 
JANUARY 21, 2020.  Anyone interested in visiting and 
touring the Day School should contact Amy Taylor at 
director.dayschool@stjamesp.org.  All registration is done 
through the St. James website, www.stjamesp.org. 



LECTURE SERIES: “SECULOSITY” 
WITH DAVID ZAHL
Tuesday, February 4 | 7:00 p.m. | Great Hall | Reception preceding 
at 6:30 p.m.

Seculosity: How Career, Parenting, Technology, Food, 
Politics, and Romance Became Our New Religion and What 
To Do About It.

Please join us on February 4, at 7:00 in the Great Hall for 
an evening with David Zahl as he presents his new book, 
Seculosity: How Career, Parenting, Technology, Food, Politics, 
and Romance Became Our New Religion and What To Do About 
It. According to Zahl, Americans may be going to church 
less, but we’re more religious than ever. At the heart of our 
current moment lies a universal yearning, writes Zahl, not to 
be happy or respected so much as enough— what religions 
call “righteous.” To fill the void left by religion, we look to 
all sorts of everyday activities—from eating and parenting to 
dating and voting—for the identity, purpose, and meaning once 
provided on Sunday morning. Seculosity takes a thoughtful yet 
entertaining tour of American “performancism.”

Ultimately, Zahl brings us to a fresh appreciation for the grace 
of God in all its countercultural wonder. David Zahl is the 
founder and director of Mockingbird Ministries, editor-in-
chief of the popular Mockingbird website (www.mbird.com), 
and co-host of The Mockingcast. He and his family live in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, where he also serves on the staff of 
Christ Episcopal Church. Zahl is the author of A Mess of Help: 
From the Crucified Soul of Rock N’ Roll and coauthor of Law 
and Gospel: A Theology for Sinners (and Saints). His most 
recent book, Seculosity: How Career, Parenting, Technology, 
Food, Politics, and Romance Became Our New Religion and 
What To Do About It, appeared in 2019 from Fortress Press. 
This book will be available for purchase at the lecture and 
attendees.

PORT CITY JAVA BIBLE STUDY
January 8 | 7:00-7:53 AM | Port City Java on Shipyard
One of our favorite Bible studies is going strong! Join us 
for coffee, fellowship, & starting off the day right.

ACOLYTE, READER, USHER, AND CHALICE 
BEARER OPPORTUNITIES
CALLING ALL 6th - 12th GRADERS: I hope you have 
all noticed that each Sunday morning at the 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Service, there are Acolytes AND there are 
YOUTH Chalice Bearers, Readers, & Ushers! How 
exciting is that?! Please text Cookie, 910-264-5910, or 
email Cookie at cookie@stjamesp.org to let her know 
that YOU are interested in leading worship at the 9:00 
a.m. Worship. Please let me know the dates that YOU 
will be available.

ST. JAMES YOUTH MINISTRIES SKI TRIP
February 20-23, 2020 | Winterplace
The Ski Trip is almost full.   There are a few spaces 
left so send your Ski Trip Registration into Cookie 
TODAY!   Your Registration Fee must accompany 
your registration.  Don’t miss the fun of Winterplace 
Ski Resort on February 20 - 23, 2020!   Also, mark your 
calendars for our SKI TRIP MEETING at 5:30 pm in 
the Youth Room, St. James for all the information and 
details of our trip!   Have questions? Please reach out to 
Cookie Cantwell at cookie@stjamesp.org. 

TONIGHT! EPIPHANY SERVICE
January 5| 4:15 p.m. Youth Arrival| Mt. Lebanon Chapel

Begin the New Year by joining us this coming weekend 
and helping with the St. James and Holy Cross 
Epiphany Worship Experience at Lebanon Chapel! 
Arrive early at Mt. Lebanon Chapel on Airlie Road and 
BE A PART OF THE EPIPHANY SERVICE!  There are 
lots of readings and lots of singing!  Come and help 
make this experience rich and wonderful! After the 
service, you’re invited to join us at PT’s on Military Road 
for a “Dutch Treat” Dinner and Celebration! Questions?   
Contact Cookie at cookie@stjamesp.org  or Jane Rippy at 
janerippy@yahoo.com



EDITORIAL DEADLINES:  The deadline for the January 14th e-blast and January 19th Grapevine is Friday, January 10. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 6- EPIPHANY
ST. JAMES DAYSCHOOL BACK IN SESSION
8:30 AM - 12:00 PM| St. James Day School

SPIRITUAL GROWTH MEETING
5:15-6:15 PM| Tatum Parlor

HALO HOOPS PRACTICE
6:00-7:00 PM| Perry Hall 

FELLOWSHIP AA
7:30-9:00 PM | Lippitt Room

TUESDAY, JANUARY 7
EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
9:00-11:30 AM|Lippitt Room

MEN’S ALANON
6:00-7:00 PM | Lippitt Room

WDAA BASKETBALL PRACTICE
6:30-8:30 PM | Perry Hall Gym

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
12:10-12:45 PM | Chapel

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
6:00-8:30 PM |Tatum Parlor

SATURDAY, JANUARY 11
ALANON
8:00-9:30 AM | Bishop Wright Room

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9
EVANGELISM COMMITTEE MEETING
12:00-1:00 PM | Tatum Parlor

HALO HOOPS PRACTICE
6:00-7:00 PM| Perry Hall

CHOIR REHEARSAL
7:00-8:30 PM | Choir Room

FRIDAY, JANUARY 10
SKI TRIP REGISTRATION DUE
5:00 PM| St. James Parish

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
8:00-8:40 AM | Church

CHOIR REHEARSAL
8:15-9:00 AM | Choir Room 

WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR
8:30 AM- 11:15 AM| Great Hall

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
9:00-10:00 AM | Church

FAITH FORMATION
10:15-11:15 AM | St. James Parish

CHOIR REHEARSAL
10:30-11:15 AM | Choir Room

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
11:15 AM - 12:00 PM| Church
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