
The Holy Eucharist
The First Sunday after the Epiphany 

The Baptism of Our Lord

Sunday 12 January 2020 @ 9 AM
Page numbers refer to the Book of Common Prayer.

Listening devices to assist with hearing are available in the Narthex.

The Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 

Gathering Music (Please join in singing the gathering music, which will begin at 8:50 am)

Bless the Lord my soul   Jacques Berthier
   

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling Will L. Thompson
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Welcome and Announcements 

Hymn 135: “Songs of thankfulness and praise”    Salzburg

The Word of God
The Opening Acclamation BCP p. 355

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise: “Praise the Lord! ye heavens adore him”   Nettleton

The Collect of the Day 

Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him 
with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly 
confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Reading      Isaiah 42:1—9
Commentary
Isaiah was more fully occupied with the redemptive work of Christ than any other Old Testament writer. In this pas-
sage, Isaiah made clear that Israel’s God will bring forth justice to the nations through His righteous Servant. In vers-
es 1-4, God speaks of His Servant and in verses 5-9, God speaks to His Servant. The Servant’s calling was to save, 
not destroy. He would not break nor extinguish others and the persecution from others would not break nor extin-
guish Him. The Servant would complete His mission of establishing justice on the earth and His ministry will fulfill the 
Creator’s original intention for the earth. The former things that God had predicted through the prophets and that had 
already come to pass, provided assurance the new things God revealed would also happen. Matthew quoted Isaiah 
42:1-4 as finding fulfillment in Jesus Christ (see Matthew 12:18-21). 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring 
forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not 
break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be 
crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the 
Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives 
breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have 
taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the 
eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am the 
Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass, 
and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 



The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

 

The Holy Gospel All stand.  Matthew 3:13—17

 

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I 
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for 
us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon                                        The Rev. Pierce Klemmt, Interim Rector
 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
People I do.
   
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?
People I believe in God, the Father almighty,
         creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
         He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
                 and born of the Virgin Mary.
         He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
                 was crucified, died, and was buried.
         He descended to the dead.
            On the third day he rose again.
         He ascended into heaven,
                 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
         He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
   
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit,
         the holy catholic Church,
         the communion of saints,
         the forgiveness of sins,
         the resurrection of the body,
         and the life everlasting.
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Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People  I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People  I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People  I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People  I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People  I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the   
 Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ   
 Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of the People (Form III)                       387 

The Confession of Sin         360
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

4

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE      360

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

     The Holy Communion
(Gluten-free wafers available at main altar rail, please request)

Offertory Anthem          English folk melody 
arr. Alfred Fedak

Come, Holy Spirit, Dove divine,
on these baptismal waters shine,
and teach our hearts, in highest strain,
to praise the Lamb for sinners slain.

We love thy name, we love thy laws,
and joyfully embrace thy cause;
we love thy cross, the shame, the pain,
O Lamb of God, for sinners slain.

We sing beneath thy mystic flood;
O bathe us in thy cleansing blood;
we die to sin, and seek a grave,
with thee, beneath the yielding wave.

And as we rise with thee to live,
O let the Holy Spirit give
the sealing unction from above,
the breath of life, the fire of love 

Presentation Hymn:  (stanza 3 of Hymn 380)         Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!



The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharist Prayer B 367
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues, concluding with: 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:                                                                                                         
Sanctus:                                            Resignation

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
   Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
People  We remember his death. We proclaim his resurrection. We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues, concluding with: 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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The Lord’s Prayer

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Fraction Anthem (S152): 

The Communion of the People

Music at Communion:                                                                                                             
 

Hymn 335: “I am the bread of life”  I Am the Bread of Life

I am the bread of life; they who come to me shall not hunger; 
they who believe in me shall not thirst. No one can come to me unless the Father draw them.
And I will raise them up, and I will raise them up
And I will raise them up on the last day.

The Bread that I will give is my Flesh for the life of the world, 
and they who eat of this bread, they shall live forever, they shall live forever. Refrain

Unless you eat of the Flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink of his blood, you shall not have life within you, you shall not have life within you. Refrain

I am the resurrection, I am the life. 
They who believe in me even if they die, they shall live forever. Refrain

Yes, Lord we believe that you are the Christ, 
the Son of God who has come into the world. Refrain



Hymn: “One bread, one body”  

The Postcommunion Prayer   365
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

Hymn 448: “O Love, how deep, how broad, how high” (stanzas 1—3, 6 only)  Deus tuorum militum

The Dismissal: 366
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

X  X  X
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The flowers at the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Georgia Cobb Joyner and William Henry Joyner



ASSISTING IN SERVICES TODAY
ST. MARY’S, BURGAW—Rev. Chris Hamby; LECTORS—(9:00 am) Web Cowden;(11:15 
am)—Gail Smith, Louise Rippy Lane; PRAYERS—(9:00 am) Marietta Gwathmey; (11:15 am)—
Raymond Burt; USHERS—(9:00 am) Jimmy Sloan, Dale Holland, Don Harley, George North, Lee 
Riley, Frank Gibson, Freddie Lewis, Emmett Gooch; (11:15 am)—Rick Willetts, Frank Tutza, Terry 
Turner, Terry Quinn, Will Leonard; ACOLYTES—(9:00) Laura Kate Lindstrom, Louisa Aylesworth, 
William Mann, Cully Mann; ADVISOR—Owen Aylesworth; (11:15) Sarah Thomas, Knox Trask, 
Sean Thomas; ADVISOR—Steve Thomas; CHALICISTS—(8:00) Dick Boisky; (9:00 am) Palmer 
Hackler, Martha Bachman, Watson Barnes, David Brownlow; (11:15 am)—Bob Lloyd, Will 
Mason; ALTAR GUILD—Madeline Flagler, Susan Ingle, Charlotte Murchison, Glenda O’Neal, 
Beth Cornelison, Emmy Bullard, Diane MacAskill; CHOIR—St. James Choir; GREETERS—(9:00 
am) Pat Laney, Leslie Jarrett; (11:15 am) Kit Mason, Judy Fulk; SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY—
Susan Ingle; WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR—Wayne Jackson; FLOWER GUILD—Ann 
MacRae, Jane Martin; SEXTON: Derrick Brown

TODAY:
•  8:00 am | Holy Eucharist, Rite I  (Church)                                                                                                                              

•  8:15 am | SJ Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

•  9:00 am |Holy Eucharist, Rite II  (Church) 

•  9:45 am | The World’s Greatest Coffee Hour...EVER (Great Hall)                                                                                                                                

• 10:15 am | Faith Formation (various rooms)                                                                                                                               

• 10:30 am | SJ Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

• 11:15 am | Holy Eucharist, Rite II with Holy Baptism  (Church)                         

•  5:00 pm | Youth Ski Trip Meeting (Great Hall)                                                                                                                  

St. James Vision Statement
To build community through  

ministries that strengthen our faith.

St. James Mission Statement
To welcome all to grow in love of God and neighbor.

COPYRIGHTS: The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights Reserved.  The Book of Common Prayer is 
in the public domain. S-152 Fraction Anthem © 1971 by Mason Martens. St. James Parish holds CCLI Licenses #11051308 and #1407118, 
and OneLicense.net License #A-718078. 



PRAYING SHAPES BELIEVING: 
THE INTERIOR CASTLE
Over the last few years, St. James has offered a nine-week 
class called Praying Shapes Believing, and the course will 
begin again on Tuesday evenings in February. The class is 
for those who have a desire to deepen their faith. Praying 
Shapes Believing starts on the exterior, and every week 
we move deeper into the interior of our faith. We delve 
into topics that examine our faith on multiple levels. The 
program concludes the week before we enter Holy Week, 
which illumines Palm Sunday and the Triduum (Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and The Great Vigil of Easter) in 
a different light. We all come to a deeper understanding of 
our faith in various ways. 

In the mid-16th century, Saint Teresa of Avila wrote Interior 
Castle. Teresa wrote about how to reach the inner self to 
get closer to God. She used the metaphor of various interior 
castles aligned in a spherical setting. She describes them as 
such: “A most beautiful crystal globe, made in the shape of 
a castle, and containing seven mansions, in the seventh and 
innermost of which was the King of Glory, in the greatest 
splendor, illumining and beautifying them all.”

To gain access to various mansions within the castle, one 
had to deepen their faith and avoid pitfalls. She gives no 
direction on the placement of the mansions inside the castle, 
except they are not in a nice straight row but in a sphere 
of sorts. The sphere allows one to travel easily between the 
various mansions to deepen faith to become closer to God. 
She believes prayer is vital. 

Learning more about one’s faith to deepen prayer life allows 
us to move ever more to the next mansion in our own 

Interior Castle residing within each of us. Praying Shapes 
Believing is a class where you can discover more about your 
faith through our Episcopal context and go ever deeper. We 
all can learn from Saint Teresa of Avila about prayer on 
our faith journey to become closer to God. The challenge is, 
are we willing to accept our call to prayer, renewal, more 
in-depth understanding of belief? 

Praying Shapes Believing is for everyone. It is for those 
wanting more, those wanting baptism, renewal, reception, 
and confirmation. It does not matter if you have been at 
St. James for one day or ten generations. Praying Shapes 
Believing is for you. Join us and register while spots are still 
available at bit.ly/prayingshapes

THE REV. CHRIS HAMBY

THE

GRAPEVINE
ST. JAMES PARISH • WILMINGTON, NC

WEEK OF JANUARY 12, 2020

FORWARD IN FAITH:  
STEWARDSHIP RESPONSE THIS WEEK

Total 2020 Budget Goal:  $1,260,850

Total Pledges Received:  $1,130,893

Total New Pledges (Since Christmas):  4

Total Pledges Increased (Since Christmas):  8

Pledges to Potential Pledging Units: 301/922

Amount Remaining to Raise:  $129,957   

These numbers do not reflect the generous stewardship 
of time and talents which so many of our parishioners 
have given to St. James, in addition to their financial 
support.  If you have  not sent in your pledge, it is 
not too late!  And please consider increasing your 
participation in the various ministries at St. James.



ST. JAMES UPDATES
IN OUR PRAYERS: 

LaNelle Clontz

WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR
January 12| 8:30-11:15 AM | Great Hall 
We have pick-up breakfast items and new and 
improved coffee with all the fixings. If you feel called 
to participate in this ministry, please reach out to Bill 
McKenzie at bill@stjamesp.org.
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NEXT SUNDAY: JANUARY 19
8:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:45 AM | GREAT HALL | World’s Greatest Coffee Hour

10:15 AM | ST. JAMES |Faith Formation

11:15 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

SERVICE SCHEDULE

TODAY: SUNDAY, JANUARY 12
8:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:45 AM | GREAT HALL | World’s Greatest Coffee Hour

10:15 AM | ST. JAMES |Faith Formation

11:15 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

The Family and Friends of Madeline “Tuggie” 
Trask Hickmon

CONDOLENCES TO:

CHILDREN’S OFFERING 
Thanks to the generosity of our families, we have been able 
to donate 65 lbs. of food to Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard 
since the beginning of our Childrens’ offering. We are 
fostering a spirit of giving by inviting children to bring 
canned food weekly to St James at the 9:00 a.m. service. 
There will be a special time during worship where they will 
be asked to bring their offerings to the front and place them 
in the donation basket for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard.

ST. JAMES STRATEGIC PLANNING GROUP
In this time of transition, St. James has formed a Strategic 
Planning Group (SPG) to evaluate the challenges and 
opportunities we face as a parish. With the assistance of 
consultant Jim Hanisian, a diverse group of 13 parishioners 
will meet monthly through June 2020. This group will be 
charged with formulating a mission and vision, as well as 
underlying objectives and goals, for our church. At each 
step along the way, approval of the group’s direction will be 
sought from the St. James Vestry. 

Members of the SPG are: 
Claude Bridger, Katherine Cammack, Suiter Currin, David 
Dougherty, Kenan Drum, Dean Gornto, Derrick Miller, Laura 
Moran, Linda Murchison, Molly Shifflet, Brandon Tully, 
Watson Barnes (St. James Vestry), Pem Jenkins (St. James 
Vestry). 

This dedicated group of parishioners represents an excellent 
cross-section of St. James. Please keep this group in your 
prayers as they consider the future of our beloved parish!

A THANK YOU FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY
The staff and clergy of St. James extend a heartfelt thank 
you for the lovely Christmas cards, snacks and gifts 
received during the Advent and Christmas season. We 
are grateful for these generous expressions of affection 
and we’re sincerely appreciative of such a warm parish 
family. May the spirit of Christmas be with us all
throughout the new year.

ST. JAMES MISSION STATEMENT
To welcome all to grow in love of God and neighbor.  

ST. JAMES VISION STATEMENT
To build community through ministries that strengthen 

our faith.

PRAYING SHAPES BELIEVING
Tuesdays, February 4 - March 31 | 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. | 
Register at bit.ly/prayingshapes

This 9-week course, led by lay and clergy leaders, is 
designed for adults who want a refresher about what the 
Episcopal Church believes and does, are newcomers to St. 
James or the Episcopal Church, and those preparing for 
Confirmation, Reception, or Reaffirmation in the spring. 
We will explore topics like The Practice of Prayer & Your 
Spirituality, The Book of Common Prayer, Sacraments, and 
an Instructed Eucharist. 

The classes are wonderful opportunities for formation, 
education, and fellowship with others. All, new and old to 
Episcopal Church, are welcome to attend. Childcare will 
be provided with advance reservations. Please contact 
Rev. Chris Hamby for more information, chris@stjamesp.
org.
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MEN’S RETREAT AT THE TRINITY CENTER
January 14-16, 2020 | The Trinity Center
As we have in the past, we will gather at Trinity Center for 
a retreat led by Rev. Jay Sidebotham. He will challenge us 
to take a look at who we are and who we’d like to be in our 
“4th Quarter.” We’ll include opportunity for worship with 
the Daily Office and conclude with Eucharist. Information: 
David Smith at davidsmith6113@gmail.com.

CONFIRMATION 
Confirmation classes will begin in early 2020. If you would 
like to take on this incredible next step in developing a 
relationship with the Episcopal Church and your faith, 
please reach out to Shannon Lockamy at christianformation@
stjamesp.org or Cookie Cantwell at cookie@stjamesp.org. 
We are so excited to hear how God is working in your lives 
through this time of confirmation.

INTERIM MINISTRY- THE REV. PIERCE KLEMMT
When your vestry interviewed me as a candidate to become the Interim Rector, one thoughtful question stood 
out: “What can we expect to happen during your tenure?” This is how I responded: “Well, if you think about a 
congregation composing a symphony, then the Interim Period is the adagio movement. It is a time when the meter of 
the symphony gracefully slows to allow a more reflective score.  This cultivates an environment fertile for clarification 
and assessment.”

Laying the foundation for the future is too important to idle a congregation with merely a placeholding minister and 
expectant parishioners. Rather, it is the time to build energy toward a crescendo of momentum and vision. Then there 
is readiness to greet your new rector when he/she arrives. This time of transition provides focus and assessment for 
identity and capacity building, while setting the table for a new pastor to be welcomed with a running start.

Watching our daughter attend the Washington School of Ballet, I learned the nomenclature of dance. While adagio is 
played slowly and gracefully, almost leisurely, it is not to be considered a recessive refrain. On the contrary, think of 
the purpose of adagio in a ballet. In a section of a pas de deux, the ballerina and her partner perform steps requiring 
enthralling lyricism and great skill in lifting, balancing, and turning. It is a technically demanding movement. 
Therefore, all the energy and forward thrust of the adagio serves the radiance of the finale. Such is the orchestration of 
a finely tuned interim tenue.

The assessment instruments and conversations to explore capacity building can be contained in one searching 
question: “What gifts does Saint James possess to accomplish what God is calling you to become as a community 
of faith?” My role is to coach the leaders in the art of adagio for the next chapter of your congregation’s life, while 
pastoring to the people and community. I am immensely excited about this opportunity and pledge the best of my 
experience and skills to this extraordinary opportunity.

Are you ready to lace up your ballet slippers?

CLOISTER BENCH REFURBISHMENT
Saturday, January 25 | 9:00 a.m. | Cloister
Join us as we work with St. Joseph’s Guild to refurbish our 
Cloister Benches. We’ll have some coffee and breakfast 
snacks available. If you would like to help provide coffee 
or breakfast for this ministry or if you have any questions, 
please reach out to Wes Clewis at wes@stjamesp.org.

USHER MINISTRY OPENINGS
We would like to invite you to join our ministry. We are in 
need of some more Ushers for our church family. If you are 
interested in sharing your time and service, please reach 
out to Lee White at LWhite@TurnBullLumber.com. He 
will help walk you through what is involved with being an 
Usher as well as what we need from them to get them on 
the roster.

DOUGLAS’ BENCH
We wanted to take a 
moment to share with 
you this great picture 
of our former sexton, 
Douglas Maddox, on 
his newly dedicated 
bench. 



A LETTER FROM THE REV. JAY SIDEBOTHAM
Dear Friends:

I wanted to send one more communication as Priest-in-Charge before we welcome Pierce Klemmt as Interim Rector. It’s 
been a privilege to serve in this capacity over the last nine months. Thank you for the honor and encouragement. I want 
to express my gratitude and admiration for the staff and lay leadership who have worked so hard and faithfully during 
this time.  They are only a part of a great congregation that makes St. James distinctive in the Episcopal Church.

I would be remiss in my ministry as Priest-in-Charge if I didn’t take this opportunity to ask for your help. While we are 
grateful for the pledges that have been offered to support the mission and ministry of the church in 2020, we have come 
up short. Please read the enclosed letter from your new Senior Warden, Steve Thomas. It gives a thoughtful assessment 
of where we are and where we need to be. Then prayerfully consider what commitment you might be able to make for 
our church in 2020.

I believe that God has great things in store for St. James. I also believe that God uses us, the gifts we’ve been given 
(including our finances) to accomplish those great things. Please be generous in your response.

Faithfully and gratefully,

The Rev. Jay Sidebotham, Priest-in-Charge

JANUARY BREAD BREAKERS
Wednesday, January 15 | 5:30p.m. | Rebellion
Join the Bread Breakers (Formerly known as the 
20s/30s group) for dinner and fellowship at Rebellion 
on January 15th at 5:30 p.m.! Childcare will be 
provided at St. James starting at 5:15 p.m. RSVP at 
https://www.meetup.com/stjames/ and if you have 
questions feel free to contact Rev. Chris Hamby.

ANNUAL MEETING COMMISSION REPORTS 
AND RECORDING
Missed the annual meeting? Don’t worry! We have you covered. 
You can find an audio recording of the Annual Meeting on the 
Sermons Page (www.stjamesp.org/podcasts/sermons/) and 
the full Commission reports on our Church Website (www.
stjamesp.org/blog/2019-annualreport-and-commission-
reports/).

SPIRITUAL GROWTH MOMENT
By Watson Barnes
Determining what I might contribute to the Grapevine was a real challenge for me.  I must admit I am not the best 
student of the Bible and, as a struggling Christian, my “spirituality meter” fluctuates a good bit.  Right now, my meter 
is running pretty high.  It’s great to see all the excitement about the future of our parish.  I see youth, young adult, and 
young parent involvement on the rise, and I’m having a wonderful experience working with our outstanding Vestry 
team.  But there have been times when the meter was really low.
One of those times was when Greta and I were young parents.  We thought we had it tough…raising small children, 
struggling to figure out a career and pay the bills.   I had those normal feelings of being overwhelmed and uncertain, 
and I became disconnected from God, and from church.  I turned to a new friend of mine at the time whose name was 
Otis.  I knew Otis was a very devout southern Georgia Baptist guy, and I asked him how he managed to always seem at 
peace.  Otis shared with me his spiritual journey.   We began talking regularly.  Otis would pray for us, and he gave me 
a book of devotions.  Despite the distance between us, he has continued to check in with me several times a year, which 
I am so thankful for.
When the meter starts to run low, I almost always think first of Otis, and how the Holy Spirit was and is at work in our 
relationship.  This almost always leads me to think of the many times I’ve felt the Holy Spirit and maybe not totally 
realized or acknowledged it.  Despite the difficulties our parish faces with the budget, calling a new rector, and caring 
for aging facilities, I know God is taking us on a journey that will make us better.  Along the way we must keep lifting 
each other up and “checking in” with each other…in other words, be “Otises” for each other.  

As King Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes 4, verses 9-10: “Two are better than one, because they have a good return for 
their labor.  If either of them falls down, one can help the other up.”



A LETTER FROM OUR SENIOR WARDEN ON STEWARDSHIP

Fellow Parishioners,

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to each of you! I pray the presence of Christ was felt in your 
lives especially in these past weeks and that St. James was part of that for each of you. Hearing Rev. Jay 
Sidebotham’s stunning Christmas Eve sermon and seeing the hope and love on everyone’s face, I must tell 
you that I feel joy in being a member of such a wonderful and supportive parish family. This is truly a special 
time to be a member of St. James!

I write to you as your new Senior Warden of St. James and on behalf of the entire Vestry. I previously 
served as Senior Warden in 2017, but I can tell you that in the past month I have come to understand how 
much the Vestry has been tirelessly working to serve God’s will at in the two years since I left. Those who 
have served us on Vestry the past several years have dealt with considerable challenges and tests of faith, 
courage, and love. I want you to know that you can have faith in those individuals and the decisions that 
they made on behalf of all of us - that all the changes that have taken place have been decided from a place 
of deep contemplation and much prayerful consideration. They have put their heart and soul into their role. 
I ask your trust in the Vestry that their leadership was solid and in the best interests of St. James. It is most 
relevant to keep in mind how we are deeply indebted to the Rev. Ron Abrams for his 18 years of dutiful 
service to St. James. We now must look forward to our new future together.

I need to tell you more detail (based on our current overall financial trajectory) directly why each of us must 
take action now. In 2019, the Vestry and Finance Committee agreed (during the first year of transition after 
Ron’s departure) that we must stay the course of current expenditures (in particular Staff and Clergy) and 
make a plea to the parish membership to support at a higher level than received in years prior. When this 
happened, some parishioners did indeed step up to provide more support this past year, but frankly most 
did not. We still did not meet a balanced budget for 2019, but based on the added help it appears right 
now that we will have spent only approx. $140k more than we had in revenue after projecting a deficit of 
$262k (Note that 97.6% came from pledges). Being $140k in the red for 2019 is not good, but we had some 
unrestricted funds to help cover the shortcoming.

In contemplating our upcoming 2020 Budget, neither the Finance Committee nor the Vestry see an easy 
solution. If we were to maintain the same level of programs and staff as we need to – and do not increase 
our pledges significantly over what has been received to date (only $1,066,254 as of 12/27/19) - we expect to 
spend over $245k more than our revenue in 2020. There are no more identified unrestricted funds that could 
be utilized to cover a shortfall this year, so we truly need to balance the books this year and we can only do 
so with the help of every parishioner. Additionally and critically, we have also been advised by multiple 
wise Clergy (including our new Interim Rector, Rev. Pierce Klemmt) that we must establish sound financial 
standing for the Church in order to attract the best Rector candidates.

Given this unique set of circumstances, I must make a personal plea to each of you – that you re-consider 
your current pledge (if you made one) for 2020 and pledge as much as you are able – or, if you have not 
pledged, re-consider that decision and bring your support of the Mission of St. James to the table. Without 
a significant outpouring of financial support from you the Parish, we will be forced to make painful and 
potentially growth-stunting cuts in both programs and personnel. Please understand the severity of the need 
- The time to step up to help your Church is now.

If you are like me, you may be growing tired of hearing about our “time of transition” at St. James. If I’m 
being honest, I am as well. I also do know, however, that this truly is a process that cannot be rushed and 
is not as simple as just finding the “right” Rector and hiring them. It is a deliberate process, as our very 
experienced consultant Rev. Jim Hanisian has been educating us on the past few months. It is one that must 
be moved through carefully and with prayer at the center – looking expectantly toward what God has in His 



plans for us all. We will be actively looking for your input in the coming months as we move toward calling 
a new Rector. We need your support – not just financially – in the coming year ahead to make sure we truly 
call the best possible next Rector of St. James Parish.

In closing, I want to ask each of you to do the following:

• Find a quiet space and spend a few minutes in silence thinking about St. James’ place in your life.

• Ask God to show you how to respond to this letter and the needs of St. James’.

• Call the church office (at 910-763-1628) or email Maria (at finance@stjamesp.org) and tell her about your 
plans to make a pledge or increase your pledge.

I want to reiterate to you that the Clergy, Staff, and Vestry of St. James are working hard to do all we are able 
to stretch each dollar and make it work to His will in our Parish. If you have any questions about anything 
in this letter, I want to encourage you to reach out to me directly and I will hear you and give you as much 
additional information as I am able. You may email me at stevethomas@live.com or call me directly at (910) 
876-2655.

God bless each of you and bless our home of St. James Parish.

Steve Thomas

Senior Warden, St. James Parish

LECTURE SERIES: “SECULOSITY” 
WITH DAVID ZAHL
Tuesday, February 4 | 7:00 p.m. | Great Hall | Reception preceding at 6:30 p.m.

Seculosity: How Career, Parenting, Technology, Food, Politics, and 
Romance Became Our New Religion and What To Do About It. Please 
join us on February 4, at 7:00 in the Great Hall for an evening with David 
Zahl as he presents his new book, Seculosity: How Career, Parenting, 
Technology, Food, Politics, and Romance Became Our New Religion and What To 
Do About It. According to Zahl, Americans may be going to church less, but 
we’re more religious than ever. At the heart of our current moment lies a 
universal yearning, writes Zahl, not to be happy or respected so much as 
enough— what religions call “righteous.” To fill the void left by religion, 
we look to all sorts of everyday activities—from eating and parenting to 
dating and voting—for the identity, purpose, and meaning once provided 
on Sunday morning. Seculosity takes a thoughtful yet entertaining tour of 
American “performancism.”

Ultimately, Zahl brings us to a fresh appreciation for the grace of God in 
all its countercultural wonder. David Zahl is the founder and director of 
Mockingbird Ministries, editor-in-chief of the popular Mockingbird website 
(www.mbird.com), and co-host of The Mockingcast. He and his family 
live in Charlottesville, Virginia, where he also serves on the staff of Christ 
Episcopal Church. Zahl is the author of A Mess of Help: From the Crucified 
Soul of Rock N’ Roll and coauthor of Law and Gospel: A Theology for 
Sinners (and Saints). His most recent book, Seculosity: How Career, 
Parenting, Technology, Food, Politics, and Romance Became Our New 
Religion and What To Do About It, appeared in 2019 from Fortress Press. 
This book will be available for purchase at the lecture and attendees.

ST. JAMES DAY SCHOOL 
REGISTRATION
Registration for school year 2020-2021 
opens on JANUARY 13, 2020 for children 
of parishioners, currently enrolled students, 
and their siblings.  At-large registration 
opens JANUARY 21, 2020.  Anyone 
interested in visiting and touring the 
Day School should contact Amy Taylor 
at director.dayschool@stjamesp.org.  All 
registration is done through the St. James 
website, www.stjamesp.org. 

ECW MEETING WITH GUEST 
SPEAKER REV. PIERCE KLEMMT 
January 13, 2020 | 10:30 | Graham Parlor 
The Episcopal Church Women will meet on 
Monday, January 13 at 10:30 in the Graham 
Parlor.  The guest speaker will be the Rev. 
Pierce Klemmt.  Designated parking in the 
Dock Street parking lot.  All are welcome to 
meet the new interim rector and learn about 
him and his vision for St. James.



PORT CITY JAVA BIBLE STUDY
January 15| 7:00-7:53 AM | Port City Java on Shipyard
One of our favorite Bible studies is going strong! Join us for 
coffee, fellowship, & starting off the day right.

ACOLYTE, READER, USHER, AND CHALICE 
BEARER OPPORTUNITIES
CALLING ALL 6th - 12th GRADERS: I hope you have all 
noticed that each Sunday morning at the 9:00 a.m. Worship 
Service, there are Acolytes AND there are YOUTH Chalice 
Bearers, Readers, & Ushers! How exciting is that?! Please text 
Cookie, 910-264-5910, or email Cookie at cookie@stjamesp.
org to let her know that YOU are interested in leading 
worship at the 9 am Worship. Please let me know the dates 
that YOU will be available.

SKI TRIP MEETING TONIGHT
January 12, 2020 | 5:00 P.M.| Perry Hall
All who are participating in the Ski Trip and their parents 
are asked to join us tonight for our Ski Trip Meeting. Please 
plan on attending this important meeting. The details of our 
Winterplace Ski Trip will be discussed & information about 
this experience will be shared.  

PLEASE BRING TO THE MEETING:  Packages of 
Individually Wrapped Cookies, Crackers, Fruit Snacks, 
Potato Chips, Granola Bars, etc. for our Bus Trip snacks & 
for “on the slope” snacking. 

HAPPENING #75
Happening #75 Team Registration Forms Due on Monday, 
January 20,  and Candidate Registrations Forms are available 
on the bulletin board outside of the Youth Room, Perry Hall.  
You may also email Cookie at cookie@stjamesp.org and she 
will send you the Happening Registration Forms.  

SOUP-ER BOWL CHILI SALE
January 26, 2020 
Get ready! Super Bowl Brunswick Stew created by Barbara 
& Cameron Bush, Award Winning Brunswick Stew Chefs, 
will be sold on Sunday, January 26.  You may contact 
Cookie at cookie@stjamesp.org to reserve your Super Bowl 
Chili. The cost per quart is $10/quart. We have “sold out” 
for the past four years so order now! Don’t be left “chili-
less” order today!  All proceeds from this Super Bowl Chili 
Sale are used for Outreach and Mission Supplies within our 
St. James Youth Ministries Projects.  Thank you in advance 
for helping our youth improve the homes and lives of our 
Glory Ridge residents and our Outreach families.  

GUARDIAN ANGEL PRAYER PARTNERS
As we get closer to Lent, we’re looking for Guardian 
Angel Prayer Partners for our youth. If you would like to 
participate in supporting our young people as a “Guardian 
Angel,” please reach out to Cookie at cookie@stjamesp.org 
to let her know!



EDITORIAL DEADLINES:  The deadline for the January 21th e-blast and January 26th Grapevine is Friday. January 17 

MONDAY, JANUARY 13
ST. JAMES DAYSCHOOL ENROLLMENT
All Day| For Parishioners, Current Students, & 
their Siblings

EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN
10:30-11:30 AM| Graham Parlor

HALO HOOPS PRACTICE
6:00-7:00 PM| Perry Hall 

FELLOWSHIP AA
7:30-9:00 PM | Lippitt Room

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14
MEN’S RETREAT
All Day | Trinity Center

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
9:00-11:30 AM|Lippitt Room

MEN’S ALANON
6:00-7:00 PM | Lippitt Room

WDAA BASKETBALL PRACTICE
6:30-8:30 PM | Perry Hall Gym

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15
MEN’S RETREAT
All Day | Trinity Center 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
12:10-12:45 PM | Chapel

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
6:00-8:30 PM |Tatum Parlor

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18
ALANON
8:00-9:30 AM | Bishop Wright Room

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16
MEN’S RETREAT
All Day | Trinity Center

PRE CONVENTION LOWER CAPE FEAR 
DEANERY MEETING
6:00-8:30 PM | Great Hall

HALO HOOPS PRACTICE
6:00-7:00 PM| Perry Hall

CHOIR REHEARSAL
7:00-8:30 PM | Choir Room

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17
NO EVENTS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
8:00-8:40 AM | Church

CHOIR REHEARSAL
8:15-9:00 AM | Choir Room 

WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR
8:30 AM- 11:15 AM| Great Hall

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
9:00-10:00 AM | Church

FAITH FORMATION
10:15-11:15 AM | St. James Parish

CHOIR REHEARSAL
10:30-11:15 AM | Choir Room

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
11:15 AM - 12:00 PM| Church
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STAFF
  

The Rev. Jay Sidebotham
 

Assistant Rector  The Rev. Chris Hamby 
   Organist/Choirmaster  John Sullivan 

Facilities Administrator Bill McKenzie| Parish Coordinator  Suzanne Adams
Office       

outh Minis   Cookie Cantwell     
Day School Director      Erin Becker

 Registrar Linda Brown | Property & Maintenance Manager Wes Clewis   

 

Visit us online: stjamesp.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stjamesp

 
Office: 910-763-1628

Maria Hollopeter

 Sexton Derrick Brown

Instagram: @stjamesparish

Assistant Rector  

Senior Warden Steve Thomas| Junior Warden Florence Ellen Cowden
Treasurer Mike Brown | Clerk Diane MacAskill

Class 2020 | Bill Bivins | Florence Ellen Cowden | Stuart Hardy | Ed Whitesides
Class 2021 | Watson Barnes | Pem Jenkins | Jane Martin | Jim Spruill

Class 2022 | Caroline Cone | Berta Hamilton | Brian McMerty | Steve Thomas 

Associate Rector  
Interim Rector The Rev. Pierce Klemmt

Children’s Ministries
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