
The Holy Eucharist
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 

Sunday 16 February 2020 @ 9 AM
Page numbers refer to the Book of Common Prayer.

Listening devices to assist with hearing are available in the Narthex.

The Holy Eucharist, Rite Two 

Gathering Music (Please join in singing the gathering music, which will begin at 8:50 am)

Hymn: All who hunger gather gladly  Holy Manna
   
   

Hymn: Bless the Lord my soul Jacques Berthier 
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Welcome and Announcements 

Hymn 595: “God of grace and God of glory”   Mannheim

The Word of God
The Opening Acclamation BCP p. 355

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise: “Praise the Lord! ye heavens adore him”  Nettleton

The Collect of the Day 
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers; and because in our weakness we 
can do nothing good without you, give us the help of your grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please 
you both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Reading   Deuteronomy 30:15—20
Commentary
In this eloquent passage, Moses was summarizing all of the instructions, all of the warnings, and all of the potential 
blessings the Israelites needed to remember when they entered the Promised Land. In his final address to the people he 
loved, Moses kept returning to one key theme, obedience. If the people obeyed God’s Law, they would be blessed with 
life and prosperity; for disobedience, they could expect death and curses. In the Promised Land, the Israelites would be 
surrounded by pagan nations. The only way they could preserve their unique identity as God’s chosen people was by 
adhering to the Law God had revealed to them. Israel’s best incentive to obey God was also the highest motive, love for 
God. The choice to love or not love God is one of life’s major decisions, it sets the tone for every decision that follows. 

Moses said, “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you obey the command-
ments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and 
observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the Lord your 
God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but 
are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not 
live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against 



you today that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descen-
dants may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you and length 
of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob.”
The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

 
The Holy Gospel All stand.  Matthew 5:21—37

 
Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.   
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders 
shall be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; 
and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell 
of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against 
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer 
your gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may 
hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will never 
get out until you have paid the last penny. “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ But I say 
to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right 
eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole 
body to be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to 
lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell. “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him 
give her a certificate of divorce.’ But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, 
causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. “Again, you have heard that 
it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 
But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, 
or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white 
or black. Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one.”
Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon                                        Mr. Reid Murchison
 

The Nicene Creed   358
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People (Form VI)                       392 

The Confession of Sin         393
Clergy or Leader
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.

Leader and People
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;
in your compassion forgive us our sins,
known and unknown,
things done and left undone;
and so uphold us by your Spirit
that we may live and serve you in newness of life,
to the honor and glory of your Name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE      360

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

     

The Holy Communion
(Gluten-free wafers available at main altar rail, please request)

Offertory Anthem          Charles Villiers Stanford

O for a closer walk with God,
a calm and heavenly frame;
a light to shine upon the road
that leads me to the Lamb!

Return, O holy dove, return,
sweet messenger of rest;
I hate the sins that made thee mourn,
and drove thee from my breast.

So shall my walk be close with God,
calm and serene my frame;
so purer light shall mark the road
that leads me to the Lamb.

  William Cowper

Presentation Hymn:  (stanza 3 of Hymn 380)         Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharist Prayer B  367
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues, concluding with: 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
                                                                                                         



Sanctus:                                            Resignation

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
   Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
People  We remember his death.  
  We proclaim his resurrection.  
  We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues, concluding with: 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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The Lord’s Prayer                                 364

The Breaking of the Bread

Fraction Anthem (S152): 

The Communion of the People

Music at Communion:                                                                                                             
 

Hymn 693: “Just as I am, without one plea”  Woodworth                                                                                                       
 

Hymn: The Servant Song
  

Brother, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too.

We are pilgrims on a journey, we are brothers on the road;
We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christ light for you in the night-time of your fear;
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear.

I will weep when you are weeping, when you laugh I’ll laugh with you;
I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in heaven we shall find such harmony,
Born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony.

Brother, let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you;
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too.



Hymn: Peace before us      WLP 791

The Postcommunion Prayer   365
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

X  X  X
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The flowers on the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Joseph Ward Hooper, Louise Smallbones Hooper, 
Joseph Ward Hooper Jr., Margaret Hooper Turner

Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

Hymn 304: “I come with joy to meet my Lord”  (Stanzas 1—3) Land of Rest

The Dismissal: 366
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.



ASSISTING IN SERVICES TODAY
ST. MARY’S, BURGAW—Rev. Chris Hamby; LECTORS—(9:00 am) Jane Tatum; (11:15 am)—Virginia 
Callaway, John Jordan; PRAYERS—(9:00 am) Pierce Diller; (11:15 am)—Alex Murchison; USHERS—(9:00 am) 
Stuart Egerton, Claude Bridger, Turner Schaeffer, Mason Hawfield, Paul Parker, Scott Hunt; (11:15 am)—Rick 
Willetts, Frank Tutza, Terry Turner, Terry Quinn, Will Leonard; ACOLYTES—(9:00) Jackson Hicks, Gareth Hicks, 
Kate Hardy, Pierce Diller; ADVISOR—Stuart Hardy; (11:15) Mary Davis Thompson, Knox Trask, Samuel Bush; 
ADVISOR —Kathy Bush; CHALICISTS—(8:00) Carl Keller, Nancy Keller; (9:00 am) Ed Whitesides, Jim Spruill, 
Wayne Jackson; (11:15 am)—Virginia Callaway, Ann Parker; GREETERS—Charlotte Davis, Pat Laney; (11:15 
am) Randy Inge, Claudia Brown; ALTAR GUILD—Catherine Schmid, Peggy Atkinson, Barbara Bush, Nina 
Inge, Nixie Wilson, Rhonda Thomas; CHOIR—St. James Choir; SCRIPTURE COMMENTARY—Susan Ingle; 
WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR—Joel Pretlow; FLOWER GUILD —Jane Martin, Jennifer Hawfield; 
SEXTON—Derrick Brown

TODAY:
•  8:00 am | Holy Eucharist, Rite I  (Church)                                                                                                                              

•  8:15 am | SJ Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

•  9:00 am |Holy Eucharist, Rite II  (Church) 

•  9:45 am | The World’s Greatest Coffee Hour...EVER (Great Hall)                                                                                                                                

• 10:15 am | Faith Formation (various rooms)                                                                                                                               

• 10:30 am | SJ Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)      

• 11:15 am |Holy Eucharist, Rite II  (Church) 

• No Youth Group meeting this day 

St. James Vision Statement
To build community through  

ministries that strengthen our faith.

St. James Mission Statement
To welcome all to grow in love of God and neighbor.

COPYRIGHTS: The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights Reserved.  The Book of Common Prayer is 
in the public domain. S-152 Fraction Anthem © 1971 by Mason Martens. St. James Parish holds CCLI Licenses #11051308 and #1407118, 
and OneLicense.net License #A-718078. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION CLASSES TODAY
Join us for a time of fellowship and growth starting at 10:15 a.m.

DISCIPLES CLASS—The Lippitt Room (located near the Great Hall) 
An Introduction to Henri J. M. Nouwen- Led by Rhonda Thomas Henri J. M. Nouwen was a Dutch Catholic priest, 
professor, writer, and theologian. His interests were rooted primarily in psychology, pastoral ministry, spirituality, social 
justice and community. He wrote over 35 books during the course of his lifetime. What can we learn from his insights 
and experiences?

GOSPEL du JOUR—The Bishop Wright Room (located upstairs above the Great Hall)
Matthew 5:21-37: We welcome all who wish to spend some time reflecting on the gospel heard in church on Sunday. 
We’ll use a variety of resources to reflect on the passage, taken from the Gospel of Matthew. Each week will include an 
opportunity to think about the “so-what” factor: how does this passage intersect with my life?

FAITH DISCUSSIONS—The Green Room (located upstairs above the Great Hall)
Sharing Our Faith - Explore questions about our faith and the impact they have had on our ever-deepening journeys of 
faith



PRAY ONE HOUR
Over the years, prayer chains and prayer groups have 
been integral ministries in many churches.  In early days of 
prayer chains, one would receive a call and the phone lines 
would begin (wall phones and dial-up of course).  With 
each call, occasional nuances, commentaries, and even 

“inside reasons” for such a request would be added and 
with the next call, it would be relayed as “fact.” Although 
these type prayer chains began with the best of intentions, 
they often were reduced to mere rumors when trusted 
prayer requests fell onto the wrong ears.  Fortunately, 
these type prayer chains have mostly gone by the 
wayside.  However with them, much needed and devoted 
intercessory prayer for one another has diminished with 
them.

The apostle Paul says, “I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone” (1 
Tim. 2:1).  

James added, “Confess your sins to one another, and pray 
for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of 
the righteous is powerful and effective” (James 5:16).

Holy Scripture is full of directives for God’s people to pray 
for one another. However, when the  day gets busy and 
other things take precedence, the best intentions to pray 
take a backseat.  With that noted, I am pleased to announce 
three prayer ministries at St. James Parish.  

Recently, a new confidential prayer group began.  These 
people are devoted to daily intercessory prayer for the 
needs of others and are committed to meet together 
regularly.  When requests are made via our website, calls 

or emails, each person is asked whether or not the request 
is to be added to the Prayers of the People on Sundays.  
The updated web page will ask permission for our St. 
James Prayer Group to pray for them.  While this ministry 
is not for everyone, we also have two other options.  
During Lent, we will offer Daily Morning Prayer and we 
are also introducing another Lenten opportunity called 

“Pray One Hour.”

Pray One Hour is similar to a prayer vigil.  However, rather 
than a one day, twenty-four hour vigil, we are asking one 
person to pray in the church for one hour for each day 
during Lent.  We invite you to begin with Morning Prayer, 
which will be offered daily, then stay for your personal 
time in the church.  However, you may come any hour you 
want when the church alarms are not activated.  

You will be alone in the church, and this can take on any 
form of prayer you like.  For example, some folks read 
from the Bible or from devotional books to begin.  Some 
exercise the disciplines of Centering Prayer, Lectio Divina, 
or pray the Anglican Rosery.  Personally, I write my 
prayers in a journal and enjoy prayer walks.  The reason 
for the early hour is so you may be alone with God before 
the hustle and bustle of the day begins and to act with the 
Psalmist who penned, “Be still and know that I am God”  
(Ps 46:10).

Keep checking the Grapevine for more details and sign-
up sheets or contact me for further information.  I look 
forward to your feedback. Reach me at cheryl@stjamesp.org.

THE REV. CHERYL BRAINARD

THE

GRAPEVINE
ST. JAMES PARISH • WILMINGTON, NC

WEEK OF FEBRUARY 16, 2020



ST. JAMES UPDATES

WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR
February 16, 2020| 8:30-11:15 AM | Great Hall 
We have pick-up breakfast items and coffee with all the 
fixings. If you feel called to participate in this ministry, 
please reach out to Bill McKenzie at bill@stjamesp.org.

NEXT SUNDAY: FEBRUARY 23
8:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:45 AM | GREAT HALL | World’s Greatest Coffee Hour

10:15 AM | ST. JAMES |Faith Formation for All Ages

11:15 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

5:30 PM | YOUTH GROUP | Perry Hall

SERVICE SCHEDULE
TODAY: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 16
8:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:45 AM | GREAT HALL | World’s Greatest Coffee Hour

10:15 AM | ST. JAMES |Faith Formation for All Ages

11:15 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

GIVING ONLINE
To help make it easier to 
donate and support St. James 
Parish, we’d like to include 
this QR code that will take 
you directly to our general 
donation page or if you prefer, 
you can visit: https://onrealm.
org/StJamesParish/Give/
DDZEPCJGHB.
Thank you for your support!

FORWARD IN FAITH:  
STEWARDSHIP RESPONSE THIS WEEK

Total 2020 Budget Goal:  $1,260,850

Total Pledges Received:  $1,234,653

Total New Pledges (Since Christmas):  23

Total Pledges Increased (Since Christmas):  15

Pledges to Potential Pledging Units: 322 / 922

Amount Remaining to Raise:  $26,197

These numbers do not reflect the generous stewardship 
of time and talents which so many of our parishioners 
have given to St. James, in addition to their financial 
support.  If you have  not sent in your pledge, it is 
not too late!  And please consider increasing your 
participation in the various ministries at St. James.

ARE YOU ON REALM?
Realm is an online ministry tool designed for real time 
connection. It helps St. James connect with you and 
you connect with us. Realm allows you to manage your 
personal information and who is allowed to see it, manage 
your giving, and keep in touch with the groups that matter 
to you. If you are not already signed up for REALM, please 
reach out to Maria at finance@stjamesp.org to request an 
invitation.When you’re creating your profile, please make 
sure to give permission for your information to be shared 
with other members of our church family!

OFFICE AND DAY SCHOOL CLOSED ON 
PRESIDENTS’ DAY
The St. James Parish Office will be closed Monday, February 
17th, in observation of Presidents’ Day. We will resume 
normal hours on Tuesday, February 18th. St. James Day 
School will also be closed on Presidents’ Day.

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER WITH 
BINGO
Tuesday, February 25| 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. | Perry Hall Gym
The Youth Group would like to invite you to our annual 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper With Bingo! Tickets are $5 
per person with max of $20 per family. Our youth will be 
cooking, serving, and leading bingo.  Bingo for all ages with 
prizes! Children of all ages are welcome! Contact Cookie for 
more info, cookie@stjamesp.org.

ST. JAMES MISSION STATEMENT
To welcome all to grow in love of God and neighbor.  

ST. JAMES VISION STATEMENT
To build community through ministries that strengthen 

our faith.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Cissy Loughlin, Amy McComb

CONDOLENCES TO
Frances Trask and family on the death of her brother, 

Charles Youngblood 



CALLING A NEW RECTOR - FORMING OUR SEARCH COMMITTEE
As your Vestry has unanimously voted to begin a search for St. James’ next Rector, and Bishop Skirving has provided us 
his approval to move forward, we would like your help in providing prayerfully-considered Nominations for Members 
who would be suitable for service to St. James on the Rector Search Committee. Before you provide nominations, please 
consider the following description of what the expectations for these individuals are:

EXPECTATIONS OF A MEMBER OF THE RECTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE

Being a part of a Search (or Discernment) Committee for a new Rector is one of the most spiritually challenging and 
rewarding experiences for any lay person.  It involves long hours of research and analysis, careful listening to the 
congregation and prayerful listening to God.  Through the process, members will learn a great deal about the Episcopal 
Church and St. James.  In addition, members will meet and talk with some outstanding clergy leaders from around the 
nation.  Here are some expectations of members to consider when nominating someone to serve on this group:

• Members should see this as their number one commitment and be willing to attend ALL meetings of the 
committee.

• Members should work well in a group and be willing to reach consensus on all decisions the group will make.
• Members should be positive about St. James and not have personal agendas.
• Members should be good and active listeners.
• Members must commit to completing all assignments with excellence and on time.
• Members should be able to travel, if necessary, to visit candidates.
• Members should be excellent communicators.
• Members should represent the diversity of the congregation.
• While this is variable, members should expect to have weekly meetings, some lasting as long as eight or more 

hours.
• The process could last from as little as seven months to more than a year.

Please share these expectations with anyone you are considering nominating to serve on this Committee and be sure 
they understand the importance of this commitment.  

Please reach out in confidence to Sr. Warden, Steve Thomas, at either stevethomas@live.com or by calling at (910) 876-
2655 by March 2nd, 2020.

REV. ABSALOM JONES CELEBRATION
February 16 | 4:00 p.m. | St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
You’re invited to join as The Right Reverend Robert 
Skirving, Dr. Gaddis Faulcon, Reverend Skip Walker, and 
Mr. James Frink lead us in a time of worship & celebration. 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION CLASSES TODAY
Join us for a time of fellowship and growth starting at 10:15 a.m.

DISCIPLES CLASS- The Lippitt Room (located near the 
Great Hall)
An Introduction to Henri J. M. Nouwen- Led by Rhonda Thomas

Henri J. M. Nouwen was a Dutch Catholic priest, professor, 
writer, and theologian.  His interests were rooted primarily 
in psychology, pastoral ministry, spirituality, social justice 
and community.  He wrote over 35 books during the course 
of his lifetime.  What can we learn from his insights and 
experiences?

GOSPEL du JOUR- The Bishop Wright Room (located 
upstairs above the Great Hall)
Matthew 5:21-37

We welcome all who wish to spend some time reflecting on 
the gospel heard in church on Sunday. We’ll use a variety 
of resources to reflect on the passage, taken from the Gospel 
of Matthew. Each week will include an opportunity to think 
about the “so-what” factor: how does this passage intersect 
with my life?

FAITH DISCUSSIONS- The Green Room (located 
upstairs above the Great Hall)
Sharing Our Faith - Explore questions about our faith and 
the impact they have had on our ever-deepening journeys 
of faith.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION CLASSES FOR 
NEXT SUNDAY: FEBRUARY 23
Join us for a time of fellowship and growth starting at 10:15 a.m.

DISCIPLES CLASS- The Lippitt Room - The Rev. Pierce 
Klemmt

FAITH DISCUSSIONS- The Green Room - Primary 
Faith- Led by The Rev. Chris Hamby

GOSPEL du JOUR- The Bishop Wright Room - February 
23, 2020:  Matthew 7:17-19



A LETTER FROM REV. DEACON KITTY DAVIS
To my Beloved St. James Family,

I have spent much time in prayer recently attempting to discern my path forward.   As a result of this period of 
consideration, I have contacted the Bishop and told him of my decision to retire from the diaconate.   Simply put, it 
feels as if it is time for a change in my life. I was assigned to St. James Parish when I was ordained in June of 2006.  
Every single year of my service in our parish has been a true gift to me.  There was not one  aspect of my ministry that 
I have not enjoyed.  I have loved all of it, and I have loved each of you.

Unquestionably, I will continue to love my St. James Family.  You will remain in my heart.  Your support, your 
encouragement, your insights, and your kindness has changed my life in ways that I still neither entirely recognize 
nor adequately appreciate.  I wish I could give each of you even a tiny fraction of the joy you have given me.  If I were 
able to do that, then perhaps you would see the gift of who you are.  

My time at St. James has allowed me to do what the Psalmist suggested: “Taste and see that the Lord is Good.” (Psalm 
34.8)  In addition to seeing the goodness of the Lord through each of you, I have also become convinced that these 
words of Christ are true: “Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) Your caring 
presence with me and with others, both within and without our parish walls, gives evidence that the work of Christ 
continues in this world.  Your presence with and love for others leads to the fulfillment of the work of Christ.  God’s 
Presence is the truth of our existence.  God’s Love is the fabric of Creation.  God’s Grace is the promise of eternity.  

There is so much I wish I could give to you as a small measure of my deep gratitude.  

Today, however, all I know I can offer is my sincere desire that the Peace of Christ will dwell in your hearts and 
sustain each moment of your life.   Thank you for all you have given me, for all you will continue to give others, and 
for being who you are – my Beloved St. James family. 

Shalom,

Rev. Deacon Kitty Davis

TASTE AND SEE: A BIBLE STUDY FOR WOMEN
Feb. 19, Mar. 12, Apr. 8, May 20 | 5:30-6:30 p.m. | Graham Parlor
You’re invited to join us for a four-part Bible study focused on 
Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Participants will have a short 
reading before each session and each session will be stand-alone, 
so if you can’t make all of them, that’s okay. This Bible study is 
user-friendly and approachable and occurs at the same time as 
one of the Children’s Choir Rehearsals. Have questions? Contact 
Erin Trask (erin.scott.trask@gmail.com) or Susan Ingle (slcingle@
gmail.com).

2020 KANUGA CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
CONFERENCE
All are invited to join us for "Light On Our Path" at 
Kanuga for the Christian Formation Conference. We’ll 
be discussing Navigating the challenges and joys of life, 
formation, and  ministry in a setting that provides the 
blessing of sabbath. Keynote speaker is The Reverend 
Jay Sidebotham and the Chaplain will be The Reverend 
Canon Stephanie Spellers. Registration is $200 and 
you may complete it online at kanuga.org. If you 
have questions, please reach out to organizer, Cookie 
Cantwell at cookie@stjamesp.org.

LENTEN READING PROGRAM
This Lenten Season, our church family will be reading 
Rowan Williams’ Being Disciples. Several members of 
our community have opened up their homes to host 
study groups as we read through this wonderful book. 
However, we still need help growing this ministry. We 
are looking for those willing to help lead discussion and 
to help provide light refreshments. If you are interested 
in participating in this ministry, please reach out to The 
Rev. Cheryl Brainard at cheryl@stjamesp.org. 
Copies of the book will be available in the Parish Shop.

MONDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
February 17, 2020 | 7:00 p.m. |Ann & John Parker’s Home
You’re invited to join us for a time of fellowship as we study 
God’s word. We’ll be conducting our traditional Epiphany study 
during this season. For more information, please reach out to 
Tim Dols at timothydols@gmail.com.

MORNING PRAYER IN LENT
One of the ways we will observe this contemplative season is to 
gather weekday mornings (Monday- Friday) for Morning Prayer 
in the chapel. February 27th through April 9th prayer begins 
at 8:00 a.m. and we are usually done by 8:20 or so. Different 
members of the community lead the service. It is a wonderful 
way to center yourself for the day ahead.



SPIRITUAL GROWTH: FOUR THINGS THAT HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO MY SPIRITUAL GROWTH
By Pem Jenkins

The four things that have helped me with my spiritual growth are going to church on Sunday, the act of forgiveness, the 
assumption that people act in good faith, and gratitude. 

The late Gwen Ifill once stated (and I am paraphrasing here) that going to church on Sunday set her internal compass for 
the week ahead. This spoke to me and I believe that if you come to this community of faith on Sunday and listen, you can 
learn something that establishes a foundation for your perspective and behavior in the week ahead in a positive way. This 
also opens you up to grow spiritually as you reflect and listen on a Sunday morning.

The second area that has helped me with my spiritual growth is the act of forgiveness. This includes seeking forgiveness 
for the wrongs I have committed of which there are many, forgiving myself for mistakes and things I cannot change and 
forgiving those that I have differences with. As stated in Ephesians 4:31-32:  31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling 
and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God 
forgave you. I believe that forgiveness frees one up to be open to a deeper spiritual understanding of our daily life.

The third area that helps me with my spiritual growth is assuming that the people I interact with on a daily basis are 
acting in good faith.  By giving people the benefit of the doubt so to speak, it frees one up from negative thoughts, 
negative energy and wasting one’s precious time.  All of us have finite time and finite resources. By doing all we can do to 
ward off negative energy we are open to grow spiritually and healthily in our daily lives. This does not mean that real life 
and real situations will not intercede and lead to disappointment. It means that you will not waste your energy, time and 
spirits on thoughts that are unnecessary and thereby open you up to a more spiritual life. This is reflected in Ephesians 
6:16: “In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one”!!!!

The fourth concept that helps with my spiritual growth is gratitude. My late grandfather always had a framed saying 
in his office (and it is on my shelf today) that is attributed to an old Arabian proverb that states: “I had no shoes and 
complained until I met a man who had no feet.” At times it is difficult to fathom that one’s circumstances could not be 
much worse. What is helpful to me is to constantly remind myself of and give thanks for the things I have and not focus 
on the things I don’t have. This reflection allows me to be open to both a more spiritual life and have a healthier outlook 
in my daily life.  Gratitude helps.

While these four things are not fool proof they have helped me grow my faith, grow spiritually and live a happier life.        

    
HELP HUB UPDATE- Q4 2019
By Bill Bivins, St. James Parish 
Representative Help Hub Advisory Council
The Help Hub at the Harrelson Center, one of the major outreach ministries supported by St. James Parish, has recently 
issued its Report for the 4th Quarter of 2019, and there is a lot of good news!  After 4 years of continued growth, the 
Help Hub had outgrown its space, so efficient modifications have been made to the HH offices on the ground floor of 
the Harrelson Center.  A door was installed which permits access to adjacent, unused space, thereby doubling the office 
area.  With the expanded space, more volunteers and visitors can be comfortably accommodated.  The Downtown 
Wilmington Rotary Club has also made a generous donation for the creation of a “book nook” for use by children who 
accompany their parents to the HH.  The HH has added 3 new members, First Christian Church, St. Stephens AME 
Church, and St. John’s Episcopal Church, bringing the total number of members to 18.  The HH continues to welcome 
an average of 23 – 25 visitors each day, and allocates an average of $60 – 90K each quarter for direct client support.  
About 44% of the direct support relates to housing needs, 48% relates to assistance on electric and water bills, and 8% 
relates to other needs, including help with prescription costs.  During the 4th quarter, the HH also continued with 
hurricane-related requests for assistance, as many of those affected by the storm have still not been able to return to 
permanent housing or safe living conditions.  In addition to in-kind and financial assistance from the HH, clients are 
also being referred to local agencies such as StepUp Wilmington for assistance with job-training, and the Kairos Center 
for help with budgeting their expenses.  In her report, Director Sonja McFarland, who is also a member of St. James, 
expressed appreciation for the volunteer support and financial assistance of our parish.  St. James Parish is a founding 
member of the Help Hub and provides about 28 volunteers who regularly assist at the Help Hub. 



ST. JAMES DAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION
Registration for school year 2020-2021 is OPEN. Anyone 
interested in visiting and touring the Day School should 
contact Amy Taylor at director.dayschool@stjamesp.org.  
All registration is done through the St. James website, 
www.stjamesp.org/registration. Don’t wait to register, 
classes are filling up quickly!

ST. JAMES CHILDREN’S CHOIR IS BACK
We are excited to announce that we are bringing the 
Children’s Choir back this Winter/Spring for children 
4-8 years old!  We already have ~15 children that have 
expressed interest in participating; we feel the more the 
merrier!!!
Children’s Choir is coming! Practice runs from 5:30 - 6:15 
p.m. Here the practice and dates in February:
Practice - February 19th (third Wednesday)
Performance - February 23rd (Last Epiphany)

Our goals are simple:
1) Engage our 4-8-year-olds in music and fun at St. James 
2) Limit the frequency of practice and while creating 
opportunity for monthly performances at Church
3) Align practice 1x/month with the Bread Breakers 
dinner, to make attendance easier for parents and fun 
fellowship for kids.

For more information please reach out to Happy Clark 
at happyclark@intracoastalrealty.com or John Sullivan at 
music@stjamesp.org

CHILDREN’S OFFERING 
We are fostering a spirit of giving by inviting children 
to bring canned food weekly to St. James at the 9:00 a.m. 
service. There will be a special time during worship when 
they will be asked to bring their offerings to the front and 
place them in the donation basket for Mother Hubbard’s 
Cupboard.

ST. JAMES CHILDREN’S BUSY BAGS
Children are an important part of our church family! 
We’re excited to share a new ministry centered around 
the youngest members of our parish.  Meet the “Busy 
Bag.” The Busy Bags are designed to help keep children 
engaged with age-appropriate and quiet activities during 
the service. Our hope for the Busy Bags is that they would 
allow parents time to really enjoy and take in the sermon 
and help the children create positive associations with 
time spent in the sanctuary. The Busy Bags are meant to 
be shared with all children who visit our parish to be used 
during the service. We ask that all “Busy Bags” be returned 
to their designated spot in the transept at the conclusion of 
each service as a way to teach our children about passing 
blessings on to others.

As the items in the Busy Bags are used, we invite our 
church family to participate in this ministry by donating 
goodies to the Busy Bags. If you have any questions about 
this ministry, please reach out to Shannon Lockamy at 
christianformation@stjamesp.org.

PICTURE DAY IS COMING!
Parents, mark your calendars! Individual, sibling and 
class photos will be taken this year by Portrait Makers on 
Thursday, February 27th. 

SUMMER CAMPS 
ARE BEING PLANNED
Stay tuned for details. Ms. 
Taylor and Ms. Shannon 
Lockamy are planning a 
summer of learning and 
fun! Registration will open 
in March!

PRESCHOOL FAITH FORMATION
Our preschoolers are learning about love! For the month 
of February, the focus is “Jesus loves everyone.” Today’s 
lesson is “Jesus is our friend even when no one else is.”

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FAITH FORMATION
Love has many meanings, we take a deeper look with our 
elementary age students! For the month of February, the 
focus verse is, “Here is what love is.  It is not that we loved 
God, it is that He loved us and sent His son to give his 
life to pay for our sins.”  (1 John 4:10 NIRV) We’ll discuss 
choosing to treat others the way you want to be treated.
TODAY’S LESSON: Matthew 5:43-47, Love your enemies. 
The heart of the matter: Love others because they matter to 
God.



PORT CITY JAVA BIBLE STUDY
February 19| 7:00-7:53 AM | Port City Java on Shipyard
One of our favorite Bible studies is going strong! Join us 
for coffee, fellowship, & starting off the day right.

ACOLYTE, READER, USHER, AND CHALICE 
BEARER OPPORTUNITIES
CALLING ALL 6th - 12th GRADERS: I hope you have all 
noticed that each Sunday morning at the 9:00 a.m. Worship 
Service, there are Acolytes AND there are YOUTH Chalice 
Bearers, Readers, & Ushers! How exciting is that?! Please 
text Cookie, 910-264-5910, or email Cookie at cookie@
stjamesp.org to let her know that YOU are interested.

HAPPENING #75- MARCH 6-8, 2020
All 9th - 12th Graders are encouraged to register for 
Happening #75 to be held at Trinity Center, March 6 - 8, 2020.  
What is HAPPENING?  It is a weekend retreat at Trinity 
Center where 9 - 12th Graders gather to learn more about their 
friends, their faith, and about our God.  It is FUN!  It is filled 
with JOY and SURPRISES!  It is a weekend that will change 
your life!  Happening #75 Candidate Registration Forms 
are available by emailing Cookie or by getting a registration 
form off of the Bulletin Board outside of the Youth Room. 
Questions?  Contact Cookie at cookie@stjamesp.org

GUARDIAN ANGEL PRAYER PARTNERS
Deadline to submit your name: TODAY, February 16, 2020
As we begin in 2020, it is time to prepare for the 
Guardian Angel Prayer Experience.  Beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, “ Guardian Angels” (St. James Adults who 
have volunteered to pray for one of our 6th - 12th graders) 
will pray for their assigned young person each day.  The 
“Guardian Angel” will also be encouraged to write cards 
or notes to “their young person” supporting them on 
their faith journey.  You will be their “SECRET PRAYER 
PARTNER!”  You will be given information about “your 
youth” so you can personalize your notes and prayers.  Our 
St. James Youth Ministries is looking for “Guardian 
Angels” so please contact Cookie at cookie@stjamesp.org to 
let her know that YOU will have an impact within the life 
of one of the wonderful young people!   Questions or to 
volunteer to be a Guardian Angel, please contact Cookie at 
cookie@stjamesp.org

GUARDIAN ANGEL BANQUET
March 29 | 5:30-7:00 p.m. | Great Hall
All “Guardian Angels” will be invited to join us for the 
Guardian Angel Banquet where the Youth will meet their 
“Guardian Angel” will be from 5:30 - 7:00 pm on Sunday, 
March 29 in the Great Hall.

NEW BEGINNINGS REGISTRATION
March 27-29 | Trinity Center
New Beginnings Registration forms are now available! The 
forms are located outside the Youth Room.  New Beginnings 
is a Weekend Retreat at Trinity Center, March 27 - 29, for 
6th - 8th graders sponsored by the Diocese of East Carolina. 
Deadline to submit your paperwork is February 20th.  
Questions?  Contact Cookie at cookie@stjamesp.org.

NO YOUTH GROUP TONIGHT
Sunday, February 16 
Tomorrow is President’s Day and many students are 
traveling on this holiday weekend.  As such, there will be 
no Youth Group tonight.  See you next Thursday, February 
20, as we depart for our Ski Trip and on Sunday, February 
23, as we set up and prepare for the Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper that will be held on Tuesday, February 25.  
Questions?  Contact Cookie at cookie@stjamesp.org

SKI TRIP IS COMING
February 20-23| Winterplace
THINK SNOW!!!!!   St. James Youth Ski Trip will gather will 
gather at 11:45 am on  THURSDAY, February 20 at the Dock 
Street Parking Lot, St James.  55 young people and adults are 
headed to Winterplace, WV to enjoy several days together 
on the the snowy slopes!  Please pray our participants and 
for safety, fun and spiritual growth as we enjoy the beauty of 
wonderful place.  We will return on Sunday evening to share 
the joy of this fabulous experience! 

GET READY FOR GLORY RIDGE 2020
June 14-20| Glory Ridge
It is time to register for this year’s Glory Ridge Experience, 
June 14 - 20.  Glory Ridge is an extremely special week of 
helping other people, repairing houses and worshiping 
under the stars.  Registration Forms are available outside of 
the Youth Room or by contacting Cookie at cookie@stjamesp.
org.  Spaces are limited so register soon. 

ASH WEDNESDAY DINNER
February 26 | Jimmy John’s Market Street
 The Youth Confirmation Group would like to invite all 
youth to Join them for dinner at Jimmy John’s, Market 
Street, prior to the Ash Wednesday Worship Service.  For 
information, contact Shannon Lockamy, christianformation@
stjamesp.org, of Cookie Cantwell, cookie@stjamesp.org.   



EDITORIAL DEADLINES:  The deadline for the 
February 18th e-blast and February 23rd Grapevine is 
Friday, February 14th. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 17
PRESIDENTS’ DAY- OFFICE CLOSED
All Day| St. James Parish & Day School

HALO HOOPS PRACTICE
6:00-7:00 PM| Perry Hall

FELLOWSHIP AA
7:30-9:00 PM | Lippitt Room

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
9:00-11:30 AM|Stephen Ministry Room

OUTREACH COMMITTEE MEETING
5:15-6:15 PM|Graham Parlor

PRAYING SHAPES BELIEVING
5:30-7:00 PM|Lippitt Room

MEN’S ALANON
6:00-7:00 PM | Bishop Wright Room

NWBA BASKETBALL PRACTICE
6:30-8:30 PM | Perry Hall Gym

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 19
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
12:10-12:45 PM | Chapel

TASTE AND SEE: WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
5:30-6:30 PM| Graham Parlor

CHILDREN’S CHOIR PRACTICE
5:30-6:30 PM | Choir Room

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
6:00-8:30 PM |Tatum Parlor

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22
YOUTH SKI TRIP
All Day | Winterplace

ALANON
8:00-9:30 AM | Bishop Wright Room

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21
YOUTH SKI TRIP
All Day | Winterplace

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
8:00-8:40 AM | Church

CHOIR REHEARSAL
8:15-9:00 & 10:30-11:15 AM | Choir Room 

WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR
8:30 - 11:15 AM| Great Hall

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
9:00-10:00 AM | Church

FAITH FORMATION
10:15-11:15 AM | St. James Parish

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
11:15 AM - 12:00 PM| Church

STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETS
12:30-3:30 PM | Graham Parlor

YOUTH GROUP
5:30-7:00 PM| Set up for Shrove Tuesday Dinner

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20
YOUTH SKI TRIP
All Day| Departing St. James at 11:45 a.m.

HALO HOOPS PRACTICE
6:00-7:00 PM| Perry Hall

CHOIR REHEARSAL
7:00-8:30 PM | Choir Room

New to St. James Parish? We’re so excited to have you! Please let us know you’re here by either 
signing our guest book in the entry or by completing a newcomer card found in the pew. You 

can find out more about St. James Parish on our website www.stjamesp.org/who-we-are/. 
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