
The holy eucharisT
 The second sunday in lenT 

Sunday 8 March 2020 
Page numbers refer to the Book of Common Prayer.

Listening devices to assist with hearing are available in the Narthex.
Please mute all cell phones and electronic devices.

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II  11:15 o’clock a.m.

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements 
Hymn 401: “The God of Abraham praise” Leoni 

The Word of God
The Opening Acclamation BCP p. 355

Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People  His mercy endures forever.

The Collect for Purity 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord, have mercy Kyrie  Holy Ghost

Celebrant    The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways, and bring 
them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, 
Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
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The Lessons 

The First Reading: Genesis 12:1—4a

Commentary
God called Abram (later to be known as Abraham) to leave his ancestral land and God’s call was pure grace, nothing in the 
text suggests that God chose Abraham because he merited favor. Abraham had only a promise from God; his faith was seen 
in his willingness to obey God. The promise at this point was short on details, it was only a general promise of descendants 
and influence. God blessed Abraham so that he might be a blessing to others. Many obstacles stood in the way of fulfilling 
the promises God made to Abraham, and each obstacle was an opportunity for Abraham to grow stronger in his faith, even 
as his faith was tested. Through the ages, Christians have been called to follow Abraham’s example of steadfast faith in God. 

The lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I 
will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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The Epistle: Romans 4:1—5, 13—17
Commentary
The church in Rome was probably founded by Jewish Christians who left Palestine to escape growing persecution. By the time Paul 
wrote his letter to the Romans, this church was widely renowned for its faith. One purpose of the letter was to promote unity between 
Jewish and Gentile believers. Jewish Christians still considered obedience to the Law of Moses essential to their right standing with 
God, but Paul pointed out that God had always justified people, including Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation, by faith alone. 
God promised blessings to and through Abraham long before the Law was given, and the basis of the promises was not Abraham’s 
obedience, but his faith. The Law brings wrath, not blessing, because no one can keep the Law perfectly. God gave His uncondi-
tional promise to make Abraham the father of many nations, Jewish and Gentile, when Abraham stood justified by faith alone. 

What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified 
by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed 
God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as 
something due. But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righ-
teousness. For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through 
the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 
and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For this rea-
son it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not 
only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as 
it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”) —in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who 
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

The Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God.

Hymn: “I to the hills will lift mine eyes” Resignation

I to the hills will lift mine eyes; from whence shall come my aid?
My help is from the Lord above who heaven and earth hath made.
He will not let thy foot be moved, his own he safely keeps;
With watchful and untiring eye he slumbers not nor sleeps.

Thy faithful guardian is the Lord, thy shelter and thy shade
Nor sun by day, nor moon by night, need make thy soul afraid.
From evil he shall keep thee safe and shall thy strength restore
And guard thy going out and in, both now and evermore.

Gospel: John 3:1—17

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
People:   Glory to you, Lord Christ.
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, 
we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God.” Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born 



from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time 
into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 
without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not 
be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do 
not understand these things? “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 
you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe 
if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the 
Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoev-
er believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Hymn: “I to the hills will lift mine eyes” (The first stanza is repeated.) Resignation

I to the hills will lift mine eyes; from whence shall come my aid?
My help is from the Lord above who heaven and earth hath made.
He will not let thy foot be moved, his own he safely keeps;
With watchful and untiring eye he slumbers not nor sleeps.

Sermon The Rev. Jay Sidebotham

The Nicene Creed 358
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People 
Intercessor ...Lord in your mercy. 
People Hear our prayer.

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.



The Confession of Sin 360

The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all good-
ness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE     360 

Celebrant The Peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you.
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The Holy Communion
(Gluten-free wafers available at main altar rail, please request)

Music at the Offertory 

Anthem        Ronald Corp

Take up your cross, the Savior said, if you want to follow me. 
I acknowledge my faults, and my sin is ever before me.
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out my wicked transgressions.

   Charles William Everest

Presentation Hymn:  (stanza 3 of Hymn 380)         Old 100th

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

Eucharist Prayer - A 361
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues, concluding with: 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for 
ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:                                                                                                         
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Holy, holy, holy Lord (S124):    Sanctus from New Plainsong, David Hurd

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
   Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
People  Christ has died. 
  Christ is risen. 
  Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues, concluding with: 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread                                    364
 

Fraction Anthem: Lamb of God (S161)  Agnus Dei   from New Plainsong, David Hurd



The Communion of the People

Music at Communion:                                                                                                             

Hymn 336: “Come with us, O blessed Jesus”   Werde munter

Hymn 304: “I come with joy to meet my Lord”   Land of Rest

Hymn 324: “Let all mortal flesh keep silence”   Picardy

The Postcommunion Prayer   365
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing 

Hymn 637: “How firm a foundation”  Lyons

The Dismissal: 366
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Postlude

 

X  X  X
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NEW TO ST. JAMES PARISH?

Welcome! We are delighted to have you here.

Please look for our greeters at the front doors of the church and at the transept (side) entrance, and say hello! 
They will be glad to welcome you and answer your questions. We also invite you to take home information 
about the history of our parish —leaflets are located on the information table in the entry.

Visit our website stjamesp.org and sign up for the church’s weekly newsletter.

Fill out a visitor card which you can find in the card holders on the back of every pew. You may give the card to 
a Greeter or any member of the clergy.

Contact the Church office at 910-763-1628 to be placed on our mailing list.

Thank you for being a part of our worship today. We hope to see you again soon!



St. James Vision Statement
To build community through  

ministries that strengthen our faith.

St. James Mission Statement
To welcome all to grow in love of God and neighbor.
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TODAY:    (Happening #75 at Trinity Center)
•  8:00 am | Holy Eucharist, Rite I  (Church)                                                                                                                              

•  8:15 am | SJ Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)

•  9:00 am |Holy Eucharist, Rite II  (Church) 

•  9:45 am | The World’s Greatest Coffee Hour...EVER (Great Hall)                                                                                                                                

• 10:15 am | Faith Formation (various rooms)                                                                                                                               

• 10:30 am | SJ Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room)      

• 11:15 am |Holy Eucharist, Rite II  (Church)                             

ASSISTING IN SERVICES TODAY
 

ST. MARY’S, BURGAW—Rev. Cheryl Brainard; LECTORS—(9:00 am) Pierce Diller; (11:15 am)—R.V. 
Fulk, Kenan Drum; PRAYERS—(9:00 am) Barbara Whitesides; (11:15 am)—Nell Graham; USHERS—(9:00 
am) Jimmy Sloan, Dale Holland, Don Harley, George North, Lee Riley, Frank Gibson, Freddie Lewis, 
Emmett Gooch; (11:15 am)—Calvin Jones, J. Evans Gibson, R.V. Fulk, Fred Newber; ACOLYTES—(9:00 
am) Hoke Roberson, Sarah Easley, Samuel Bush, Pierce Diller; ADVISOR—Steve Thomas; (11:15 am) Nash 
Hardy, Cameron Balderson, Kate Hardy; ADVISOR—Clergy; CHALICISTS—(8:00 am) Carl Keller, Nancy 
Keller; (9:00 am) Bill Bivins, David Brownlow, Bill Clark, Frank Hamilton; (11:15 am)—Kit Mason, Ann 
Parker; GREETERS—(9:00 am) Steve Thomas, Rhonda Thomas; (11:15 am) Bill Brown, Kit Mason; ALTAR 
GUILD—Mary Gornto, Rachel Pace, Topsy James, Cissy Loughlin, Mary Ann Chambliss, Cynthia Boylan; 
CHOIR—St. James Choir; GUEST ORGANIST AND CHOIR DIRECTOR—Martha Hayes; SCRIPTURE 
COMMENTARY—Susan Ingle; WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR—Bill Johnston; FLOWER 
GUILD—Amy Taylor, Mary Elizabeth Roberts; SEXTON—Wes Clewis

The flowers at the Altar are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 

Joel cook PreTlow Jr., MargueriTe kerr PreTlow, 
earl glass neas, harrieT sTokes neas

COPYRIGHTS: The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), copyright 1989, 1995 by the Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights Reserved.  The Book of Common Prayer is 
in the public domain. Sanctus S124 and Fraction S161 by David Hurd © 1981 by G.I.A. Publications. St. James Parish holds CCLI Licenses 
#11051308 and #1407118, and OneLicense.net License #A-718078. 



THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
We listen to the story of the devil tempting Jesus every 
year on the First Sunday in Lent. The general take 
away from the story is the enduring strength of Jesus… 
who was tempted as we… are yet did not sin. Now… 
outflanking the devil was no routine punch- your- card 
and move on to the next sample trial to prove your 
worthiness as the savior. These tempting appetizers 
quickly graduate into blockbuster temptations that would 
have weighed on the conscious of even the most virtuous. 
The temptation to turn stones into bread, Jesus handily 
dismisses as a spurious temptation. But to throw yourself 
down from the pinnacle of the temple and trust the angels 
to intercept and cuddle you gently to the ground… would 
have been more enticing, because then… being rescued… 
you could really rub it in the face of the devil.   But then 
comes the real charmer. With the simplest of gestures… 
Jesus is invited to bow down to the devil and then all the 
kingdoms of the world would belong to him.

Well… be that as it may. What captured my attention 
this year was how the devil took it upon himself to 
quote scripture to Jesus. That must have been an enticing 
experience. After the devil tempts Jesus to climb to the 
top of the Temple and throw himself down, he reassures 
Jesus with a verbatim from the Bible: “Fear not, God 
will command his angels to rescue you and bear you up 
so you will not dash your foot against a stone.” I don’t 
know… but this temptation may not have been that hard 
to resist. For instance… it wouldn’t be all that difficult for 
me to consider throwing myself down from Saint James’ 
tower…not with Susan Ingle and her legendary army  of 

altar guild attendants who would be sure to dash outside 
and erect a quilt work of altar frontals… purificators 
and corporals to catch me as I fell…”lest I dash my foot 
against a stone!”

Are you at all surprised that the devil can even quote 
scripture? Why… in those movies featuring the devil: 
say “The Exorcist” for example…scripture spoken by the 
devil would be like soap in his mouth. But here is where 
it gets complicated with the devil who has memorized 
whole chapters of scripture… Truth is he probably goes 
to church. I would even bet he has been a lay Eucharistic 
minister…or an usher…or stewardship chairman. You 
want to hold people in your clutches…just start talking 
to them about what the Bible says so clearly about tithing.  
In fact… I would wager the devil never misses a Sunday 
and would be right proud of that. My guess is the devil 
finds plenty of work in the precincts of the holy. There 
are so many opportunities for pride and malice in the 
church… it’s not even funny. So… do be careful. Think 
about how easy it is to mistake loyalty to your church as 
the only basis for your ethics. And… how habit forming 
it can be to look down on people… how perversely good 
it can feel. And notice how easy it becomes to define 
yourself almost totally by the people and things you 
oppose. 

Finally… you may have noticed… with the devil lurking, 
how good we are at finding reasons not to do the things 
that we know will cost us dearly. These are the perils of 
the comfort of conformity and opposition. Both can lead 
to blindness. Ironically… we can be our most agreeable 
best selves with those we love and respect and be totally 
unaware that the devil is driving the whole ship. So do be 
careful… the devil is cunning and is sly to offer options…
endless options…freezing you in a state of habitual 
tantalization… preventing you from making hard and 
gospel- defining decisions.  

 We are tempted as Jesus was… but, left to our own 
devices we are easy prey for sin. Next time temptation 
crosses your path… try a few lines from scripture like: 

“You shall not tempt the Lord your God” who created 
me and for today and tomorrow, God help me, who will 
come quickly to dwell in the heart of all my decisions.

THE REV. PIERCE KLEMMT

THE

GRAPEVINE
ST. JAMES PARISH • WILMINGTON, NC

WEEK OF MARCH 8, 2020



ST. JAMES UPDATES

WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR
March 8, 2020| 8:30-11:15 AM | Great Hall 
We have pick-up breakfast items and coffee with all the 
fixings. If you feel called to participate in this ministry, 
please reach out to Bill McKenzie at bill@stjamesp.org.

NEXT SUNDAY: MARCH 15
8:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:45 AM | GREAT HALL | World’s Greatest Coffee 
Hour hosted by the Evangelism Comittee

10:15 AM | ST. JAMES |Faith Formation for All Ages

11:15 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

5:30 PM | YOUTH GROUP | Shop & Bunny Hop

SERVICE SCHEDULE
TODAY: SUNDAY, MARCH 8
8:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:00 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

9:45 AM | GREAT HALL | World’s Greatest Coffee Hour

10:15 AM | ST. JAMES |Faith Formation for All Ages

11:15 AM | CHURCH | Holy Eucharist Rite II

No Youth Group Tonight due to Happening

GIVING ONLINE
To help make it easier to 
donate and support St. James 
Parish, we’d like to include 
this QR code that will take 
you directly to our general 
donation page or if you prefer, 
you can visit: https://onrealm.
org/StJamesParish/Give/
DDZEPCJGHB.
Thank you for your support!

FORWARD IN FAITH:  
STEWARDSHIP RESPONSE THIS WEEK

Total 2020 Budget Goal:  $1,260,850

Total Pledges Received:  $1,237,600

Total New Pledges (Since Christmas):  24

Total Pledges Increased (Since Christmas):  16

Pledges to Potential Pledging Units: 323 / 922

Amount Remaining to Raise:  $23,250

These numbers do not reflect the generous stewardship 
of time and talents which so many of our parishioners 
have given to St. James, in addition to their financial 
support.  If you have  not sent in your pledge, it is 
not too late!  And please consider increasing your 
participation in the various ministries at St. James.

ST. JAMES MISSION STATEMENT
To welcome all to grow in love of God and neighbor.  

ST. JAMES VISION STATEMENT
To build community through ministries that strengthen 

our faith.

MORNING PRAYER IN LENT
February 27th through April 9th, we invite you to join 
us for Morning Prayer, Monday through Fridays during 
Lent. We meet at 8am in the Chapel for this 20 minute 
service of readings and prayers. Led by parishioners, this 
is a wonderful way to begin the day, a powerful spiritual 
discipline. For more information, contact Jay Sidebotham 
at jay@stjamesp.org.

CONDOLENCES TO
Jay Sidebotham on the death of his stepmother, 

Bernadette Leddy



ADULT FAITH FORMATION CLASSES TODAY
Join us for a time of fellowship and growth starting at 10:15 a.m.

DISCIPLES CLASS- The Lippitt Room (near the Great Hall)
The Sermon on the Mount, as interpreted by Emmet Fox: Part 1 - 
Led by Rev. Jay Sidebotham

This year, in our lectionary, we focus on the Gospel of 
Matthew, which means that we have heard portions of 
the Sermon on the Mount (chapters 5-7). This sermon, a 
gathering of Jesus’ insights, has been variously interpreted 
over the years, wielding great influence over the likes of Leo 
Tolstoy, Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr. 

One of the most popular interpreters is Emmet Fox, who 
wrote a book on the sermon, as a practical ethical guide. 
Distilled from years of study and lecture, affirmed by nearly 
a million readers over the last fifty years, Emmet Fox sees 
in this sermon a practical approach for the development 
of the soul and for the shaping of our lives into what we 
really wish them to be. Fox shows how to: Understand 
the true nature of divine wisdom. Tap into the power of 
prayer. Develop a completely integrated and fully expressed 
personality. Transform negative attitudes into life-affirming 
beliefs. Claim our divine right to the full abundance of life. 
His work has been especially meaningful for folks in AA.

We will reflect on the Sermon and Fox’s perspective on it 
over two sessions.

FAITH DISCUSSIONS- The Green Room (located upstairs 
above the Great Hall)
Sunday Morning Lenten Book Study Group Session II

This Lenten Season, our church family will be reading 
Rowan Williams’ Being Disciples. “Discipleship,” says Rowan 
Williams, “is a state of being. Discipleship is about how 
we live; not just the decisions we make, not just the things 
we believe, but a state of being.” In five sessions we will 
cover topics such as: Being Disciples, Forgiveness, Holiness, 
Faith in Society, Life in the Spirit, and Love. This session is 
intended for those who are unable to make the midweek 
Lenten evening sessions being offered.

GOSPEL du JOUR- The Bishop Wright Room (located 
upstairs above the Great Hall)  John 3:1-17
We welcome all who wish to spend some time reflecting on 
the gospel heard in church on Sunday. We’ll use a variety of 
resources to reflect on the passage, taken from the Gospel. 
Each week will include an opportunity to think about the 

“so-what” factor: how does this passage intersect with my 
life?

ADULT FAITH FORMATION CLASSES FOR 
NEXT SUNDAY: MARCH 15
DISCIPLES CLASS- The Lippitt Room - The Sermon on 
the Mount, as interpreted by Emmet Fox: Part 2 - Led by Rev. 
Jay Sidebotham

FAITH DISCUSSIONS- The Green Room - Sunday 
Morning Lenten Book Study Group Session III

GOSPEL du JOUR- The Bishop Wright Room - March 8, 
2020: John 4:5-42

LENTEN SERVICE SCHEDULE ONLINE
www.stjamesp.org/blog/lent-and-easter-sunday-service-schedules/ 

EVENSONG IS COMING!
Sunday, March 22 | 5:00 p.m. | St. Mary’s
You are all invited to Evensong! Join us for a time of worship 
at St. Mary’s in Burgaw. The St. James Choir will be leading 
us in a time of celebration followed by a potluck supper with 
our friends at St. Mary’s. Have Questions? Reach out to John 
Sullivan at music@stjamesp.org.

LENTEN READING PROGRAM
Wednesdays in Lent, 2020 | 6:00 or 7:00 p.m. | Various Homes 
During Lent, our parish will read together Rowan Williams’ 
Being Disciples.  Please check the listings below to find the 
location nearest you.  Sign up is available at our website or 
you may call the church office so we can get an approximate 
headcount for each group.  No time to read the book?  No 
worries.  Your presence is still valued so hope you will 
attend.   If you have any questions, please reach out to the 
Rev. Cheryl Brainard at cheryl@stjamesp.org.

A few copies of the book are available in the Parish Shop or 
you may find it at most online bookstores. 

LOCATIONS AND TIMES

• Midtown: Annie Gray Sprunt ~ Wed. 6:00 PM
1509 Country Club Rd, Wilmington, NC 28403

• Leland: Tracey & Doug Weigold ~ Wed. 6:00 PM
Address: 6070 Shore Park Dr, Leland, NC 28451

• Downtown: Linda & Reid Murchison ~ Wed. 7:00 PM
Address: 418 S. Front St, Wilmington, NC 28401

• Landfall:  Cindy & George Popajohn ~ Wed. 7:00 PM
Address: 1732 Pembroke Jones Drive, Wilmington, 
NC 28405

• Greenville Loop: Eldridge & Tom Dodson ~ Wed. 7:00 PM
Address: 6428 Shinn Creek Lane, Wilmington, NC 
28409

Follow the link below to sign up and let us know how you’ll 
participate.participate. https://www.stjamesp.org/blog/lenten-
reading/



TASTE AND SEE: A BIBLE STUDY FOR WOMEN
Mar. 12, Apr. 8, May 20 | 5:30-6:30 p.m. | Graham Parlor
You’re invited to join us for a four-part Bible study focused 
on Paul’s letter to the Philippians. Participants will have a 
short reading before each session and each session will be 
stand-alone, so if you can’t make all of them, that’s okay. This 
Bible study is user-friendly and approachable and occurs at 
the same time as one of the Children’s Choir Rehearsals. Have 
questions? Contact Erin Trask (erin.scott.trask@gmail.com) or 
Susan Ingle (slcingle@gmail.com).

2020 KANUGA CHRISTIAN FORMATION 
CONFERENCE
All are invited to join us for “Light On Our Path” at Kanuga 
for the Christian Formation Conference. We’ll be discussing 
navigating the challenges and joys of life, formation, and  
ministry in a setting that provides the blessing of sabbath. 
Keynote speaker is The Reverend Jay Sidebotham and the 
Chaplain will be The Reverend Canon Stephanie Spellers. 
Registration is online at www.kanuga.org, “Christian 
Formation,” and you may complete it online at kanuga.org. 
If you have questions, please reach out to organizer, Cookie 
Cantwell at cookie@stjamesp.org.

MORNINGS WITH MESSIAH
Wednesday mornings, Mar 11, 18, 25, and Apr 1 | 10:30 a.m. - 
11:45 a.m. | Graham Parlor
Wonderful Wednesday Women and Episcopal Church 
Women are joining forces this Lenten season. Please join 
us in the Graham Parlor during Lent on Wednesdays 
for music and biblical texts from Handel’s Messiah.  Pot 
luck luncheon to follow.  Messiah tells the story of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and is one of the best-loved musical 
compositions of all time.  In our study we are going to 
take advantage of that love and use it as an avenue into 
the biblical text on which Messiah is based.  This 5-week 
presentation is designed to deepen our appreciation 
of both the words and the music of Handel’s oratorio. 
Optional readings and a background study guide will be 
available.  Please contact Rev Cheryl Brainard to sign up 
at cheryl@stjamesp.org  or to receive a copy of the study 
guide.

THE TIDES
St. James is embarking on a new outreach initiative and 
joining forces with The Tides to help pregnant women as 
they navigate recovery from Opioid Use Disorder (OUD). 
The Tides works with women recovering from OUD to 
support them on their journey to become healthy moms 
having healthy babies. One of the ways The Tides does 
this is through providing housing for 6-12 months to help 
new moms get on their feet. St. James has committed to 
sponsoring one of these apartment units. There are plenty 
of ways you can help! Please follow the link below to see 
the full list of needs, to donate, or sign up to participate 
in this ministry. 

https://forms.gle/E8HnkPLcjrfv3UfL6

After you complete the form, a member of our team will 
reach out to you to coordinate the donation or arrange a 
time for you to participate in this ministry. Please note 
that the St. James campus cannot serve as a dropoff 
zone for large furniture.  Rather, we are well suited for 
the collection of smallwares, such as those relating to 
supplying the kitchen, restrooms, or decorative items and 
small TVs.

NEW MINISTRY: DRIVERS NEEDED
We have a new ministry opportunity available on Sundays. 
We need your help to transport parishioners & guests from 
Brightmore and Kempton to worship each Sunday. If you 
are interested in supporting this ministry, please reach out to 
Janet Ward at janetwrd@aol.com

NEWCOMER MORNING
March 15 | St. James Parish
Please mark your calendar for a special World’s Greatest 
Coffee Hour sponsored by the Evangelism Committee. 
Join us Sunday morning, March 15, at St. James. Since it’s 
a Sunday, there’s plenty of free parking. Newcomers will 
be greeted at the entrance to the Great Hall, so you may 
want to park and enter on the Market Street side of the 
Church where both street and bank parking is available. 
Church parking is available in Wells Insurance Parking lot, 
First Citizen’s lot, and Hogue Hill Law Offices’ lot. Coffee 
hour is 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  to enable you to come to the 
Great Hall after the 9:00 a.m. service or before the 11:15 a.m. 
service.  The nursery is open for young children and the 
coffee hour offers hot tea, hot chocolate, and juice for non-
coffee drinkers.

For anyone interested in participating, the Evangelism 
Committee is always looking for energetic people that like 
to have fun with their ministry. The committee will have 
a sign-up sheet for those who would like to have a name 
tag and for those who would like to join our Evangelism 
Committee. We welcome everyone!

FEEDING THE ELDERLY
March 29 | St. James Parish
St. James will be providing meals to elderly shut-ins on 
Sunday, March 29, 2020 and need volunteers to cook, 
drive, provide fruit and cookies. This is a vital ministry 
to our community and we appreciate all the help from 
St. James. Volunteers can respond to Molly Roush at 
mollyroush@hotmail.com or (910)471-1690.



MARCH BREAD BREAKERS
March 19 | 5:30 - 7:00 p.m. | Crust Kitchen & Cocktail
Join the Bread Breakers (Formerly known as the 20s/30s group) 
for dinner and fellowship at Crust Kitchen and Cocktail on 
March 19th at 5:30 p.m.! Childcare will be provided at St. James 
starting at 5:15 p.m. RSVP at https://www.meetup.com/
stjames/and if you have questions feel free to contact Rev. Chris 
Hamby at chris@stjamesp.org.

SPIRITUAL GROWTH MOMENT: BECOMING A LEADER
By Will Carter

The first time I was introduced to the St. James Youth Group was in sixth grade. I had been attending St. James 
church and Sunday School for years, but now I could attend fun events and hang out with the big kids. Every 
Sunday, I was experiencing something new. At first, it was things like messy games, where we play twister but with 
chocolate syrup or other gross ingredients on the spots, or the lock-in, where we played games and watched movies 
while being “locked-in” the youth room. In seventh grade, I took a risk and signed up for Glory Ridge. I didn’t really 
know anyone that well except for my siblings, Mollie and Hinton Carter, who most of y’all probably know. My 
expectations were honestly pretty low because I had never been away from home for that long, and I didn’t think that 
doing construction work for a week would be fun at all. But I took a chance, I went for it, and it could not have been 
a better experience. However, all through my Youth Group “career,” there had been one event that I hadn’t attended. 
An event exclusive to high schoolers. An event that my siblings had been talking about for years. They were talking 
about Happening.

Happening is my favorite Youth Group activity by far. If you don’t know, it’s a weekend-long, youth-led retreat 
made up of young, old, and everything in between. Music, dancing, good food, it’s got it all. It’s also where the title of 
this passage comes in. The first time you go to Happening, you are what’s called a “Candidate.” They are led by the 

“Team,” a group of youth and adults that have already attended Happening at least once. There are many different 
roles that a Team Member can hold. The first time or two, you will most likely be a Small Group Gopher, who is 
someone that helps the candidates with anything they might need. Once you do that a few times, you can move up to 
Energizer or maybe even Skit Team/Maitre D. These are more on the entertainment side of things. And then, there’s 
the upfront leadership roles; Rector, Head Gopher, and Chaplain, along with three others who observe them and will 
eventually become upfront leaders themselves. 

I am lucky enough to be the observing Chaplain at the next Happening, which started on March 6th. As I’ve grown 
physically, mentally, and spiritually, I have realized that I am starting to become the people I used to look up to at 
youth events. I’m starting to notice that some of the younger crowd are just as committed as I was, and still am. All I 
can hope is that I can inspire them to become leaders as well. 

QUIET REFLECTION AT MT. LEBANON 
CHAPEL
May 2, 2020 | 7:30-8:30 a.m. | Mt. Lebanon Chapel
All are welcome to join us on the first Saturday of 
the month, beginning May 2, for an hour of quiet 
reflection at Lebanon Chapel from 7:30-8:30 AM. 
Drop in for a few minutes on the way to the beach or 
stay for an hour to enjoy the beauty and peace of this 
special, Holy place. Dates for 2020 are May 2, June 6, 
July 4, August 1, Sept 5 and Oct 3. Questions contact 
Lindamurchison65@gmail.com. 

WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL HIKING RETREAT
November 13th-15th | Kanuga Conference Center
Women of Saint James, if you enjoy hikes in the mountains 
and would like to join a retreat focused on a healthy body and 
spirit, please consider the fall women’s hiking retreat. 
We will hike 6-9 miles (short and long options) on Saturday 
and have shorter hikes on Friday afternoon and/or Sunday 
morning. Yoga will be offered. There will be a short program 
each evening. 

Please email Hannah Brownlow (hannahbrownlow@msn.
com) or Linda Murchison (lindamurchison65@gmail.com) if 
you have questions.  Registration will be online through the St. 
James website. Space is limited.  

Cost is $274 and includes food, drinks and a double room/
private bath in the newly renovated Kanuga Lodge. 
Registration deadline and deposit of $100 by May 1st. Final 
Payment of $174 is due September 1st. 

Kanuga’s Cancellation Policy
Prior to May 1st: Forfeit $60.00. 
Between May 1st and September 1st:  Forfeit $100.00. 
No refund of any of deposit or balance after September 1st. 



ST. JAMES DAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION
Registration for school year 2020-2021 is OPEN. Anyone 
interested in visiting and touring the Day School should 
contact Amy Taylor at director.dayschool@stjamesp.org.  
All registration is done through the St. James website, 
www.stjamesp.org/registration. Don’t wait to register, 
classes are filling up quickly!

ST. JAMES CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Come join the St. James Children’s Choir for children 4-8 
years old! Practice runs from 5:30 - 6:15 p.m. Here the 
practice and dates in March:
Practice – Thursday, March 12th  
Practice – Thursday, March 19th* Bread Breakers dinner 
and childcare 5:15-7:30pm; send dinner
Performance – Sunday, March 22nd 9am service 
For more information please reach out to Happy Clark 
at happyclark@intracoastalrealty.com or John Sullivan at 
music@stjamesp.orgST. JAMES CHILDREN’S BUSY BAGS

Children are an important part of our church family! Busy 
Bags are designed to help keep children engaged with age-
appropriate and quiet activities during the service. Our 
hope for the Busy Bags is that they would allow parents 
time to really enjoy and take in the sermon and help the 
children create positive associations with time spent in 
the sanctuary. The Busy Bags are meant to be shared 
with all children who visit our parish to be used during 
the service. We ask that all “Busy Bags” be returned to 
their designated spot in the transept at the conclusion of 
each service as a way to teach our children about passing 
blessings on to others.

As the items in the Busy Bags are used, we invite our 
church family to participate in this ministry by donating 
goodies to the Busy Bags. If you have any questions about 
this ministry, please reach out to Shannon Lockamy at 
christianformation@stjamesp.org.

SUMMER CAMPS ARE HERE!
We’re excited to announce the themes and dates for this 
year’s summer camps!

• Camp week 1:  June 1-5:  Transportation:  Planes, Trains
and Automobiles!

• Camp week 2:  June 22-26:  Let’s go on a Safari!

• Camp week 3;  July 20-24:  Olympics

• Camp week 4:  August 10-14:  Knights and Princesses

Online registration are OPEN at www.stjamesp.org/ st-
james-day-school-summer-camps/.

PRESCHOOL FAITH FORMATION
For March, our Preschoolers will be learning how to 
“Follow the Leader.” Our Memory Verse is “Come and 
follow me, Jesus said.”  Matthew 4:19 We’ll be focusing on 
the question “Who can you follow?” The answer being, “I 
can follow Jesus.” Today, we will talk about Andrew and 
Peter; John and James Matthew 4:18-22; Luke 5:1-11  Story 
Focus: Jesus says, “Follow me.”

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FAITH FORMATION
For the month of March, the focus verse is,”Put up with one 
another, forgive one another if you are holding something against 
someone.  Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.”  Colossians 
3:13, NIRV  Learning forgiveness! Today we talk about 
Zacchaeus. Luke 19:1-10  Bottom Line: When you forgive 
others, it can change them.

CHILDREN’S OFFERING 
We are fostering a spirit of giving by inviting children to 
bring canned food weekly to St. James at the 9:00 a.m. service. 
There will be a special time during worship when they will 
be asked to bring their offerings to the front and place them 
in the donation basket for Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard.

ST. JAMES DAY SCHOOL CLOSED FRIDAY
Friday, March 13 | All Day | St. James Day School
Parents, please note that St. James Day School will be 
closed on Friday, March 13th for a Staff Development Day. 
If you have any questions please reach out to Amy Taylor 
at director.dayschool@stjamesp.org.

ST. JAMES DAY SCHOOL CIRCUS IS COMING!
Friday, March 20 | 11:30 a.m.| Lee Perry Hall Gym
Join us for one of our favorite spring traditions! On Friday, 
March 20,  at 11:30 a.m., our 4-year classes present the 
CIRCUS, Lee Perry Hall Gym.  ALL are invited to attend 
this entertaining, lively and precious event!



MONDAY MARCH 30TH.
Donations will be accepted after March 30, however, the names might not appear in the bulletin.

PORT CITY JAVA BIBLE STUDY
March 4| 7:00-7:53 AM | Port City Java on Shipyard
One of our favorite Bible studies is going strong! Join us 
for coffee, fellowship, & starting off the day right.

GUARDIAN ANGEL
During the Season of Lent, “Guardian Angels” (adults 
who have volunteered), will be praying for a 6 - 12th 
grader.  Each day the “Guardian Angel” (adult) will pray 
for “their young person.”   They will also send them 
notes of encouragement, support, and love.  The young 
person who will receive these notes will be reminded that 
someone is holding them in prayer and is caring about 
them throughout the day.  The young person does not 
know who their “Guardian Angel’ is until they come 
together at the Guardian Angel Banquet.  The Banquet is 
a time of delight and joy.  It is a time of tenderness and 
humility.  It is a time that all who are participating in 
this special prayer experience more fully understand the 
depth and power of prayer.  Knowing that someone has 
committed to pray for you each day and you don’t know 
who that person helps our young people recognize the 
blessings and love that surround them!  The Guardian 
Angel Experience begins on Ash Wednesday, February 
26,  and is celebrated at our Guardian Angel Banquet on 
Sunday, March 29.  Young people have signed up for 
a Guardian Angel and adults have volunteered to be a 
Guardian Angels.   The Guardian Angels will receive 
a letter this week with the name and some information 
about their “special young person.”  Thank you for 
sharing your lives with one another! 

NO YOUTH GROUP THIS WEEK
March 8| St. James Parish
Due to many of our Youth being at Happening #75, there 
will be no youth group this week.

YOUTH GROUP NEXT WEEK: SHOP & BUNNY 
HOP
March 15| St. James Parish
Each year, the St. James Youth Group builds Easter basket 
for area families in need. Sunday, March 15 join us at Wal-
mart as we shop for this year’s baskets! After we’re done 
shopping we’ll grab dinner together at IHOP!



EDITORIAL DEADLINES:  The deadline for the March17th e-blast and March 22nd Grapevine is Friday, March13th. 

MONDAY, MARCH 9
MORNING PRAYER DURING LENT 
8:00-8:30 AM| Chapel
VESTRY MEETING
5:15-7:00 PM| Great Hall
FELLOWSHIP AA
7:30-9:00 PM | Lippitt Room

TUESDAY, MARCH 10
MORNING PRAYER DURING LENT 
8:00-8:30 AM| Chapel
EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY 
9:00-11:30 AM|Stephen Ministry Room
PRAYING SHAPES BELIEVING
5:30-7:00 PM|Lippitt Room
MEN’S ALANON
6:00-7:00 PM | Bishop Wright Room
NWBA PRACTICE
6:30-8:30 PM | Perry Hall Gym
HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE MEETING 
7:00-8:30 PM | Great Hall

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11 MORNING 
PRAYER DURING LENT 8:00-8:30 AM| 
Chapel

MORNINGS WITH MESSIAH
10:30-11:45 AM| Graham Parlor

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
12:10-12:45 PM|Chapel
EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY 
6:00-8:30 PM | Tatum Parlor

THURSDAY, MARCH 12 MORNING 
PRAYER IN LENT
8:00-8:20 AM | St. James Sanctuary

TASTE AND SEE WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
5:30-6:30 PM |Graham Parlor

THURSDAY, MARCH 12 (continued) 
CHILDREN’S CHOIR PRACTICE
5:30-6:30 PM |Choir Room
CHOIR REHEARSAL
7:00-8:30 PM | Choir Room

FRIDAY, MARCH 13
MORNING PRAYER IN LENT
8:00-8:20 AM | St. James Sanctuary
ST. JAMES DAY SCHOOL CLOSED
All Day | Staff Development Day

SATURDAY, MARCH 14
ALANON
8:00-9:30 AM | Bishop Wright Room

SUNDAY, MARCH 15
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
8:00-8:40 AM | Church
CHOIR REHEARSAL
8:15-9:00 & 10:30-11:15 AM | Choir Room 
WORLD’S GREATEST COFFEE HOUR
8:30 - 11:15 AM| Great Hall
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
9:00-10:00 AM | Church
FAITH FORMATION
10:15-11:15 AM | St. James Parish
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
11:15 AM - 12:00 PM| Church
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE MEET 
12:30- 3:30 PM| Graham Parlor
YOUTH GROUP- SHOP AND BUNNY HOP 
5:30-7:30 PM| Wal-Mart & IHOP
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