
The Fifth Sunday
After Pentecost:

Sunday 5 July 2020

Hymn 482: “Lord of all hopefulness"  Slane
        Bob Workmon, tenor 



The Officiant begins with these sentences 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name;through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise    tune: Old 124th
           

            Bob Workmon, tenor

We will extol you, ever-blessed Lord; 
your holy Name for ever be adored; 
each day we live our psalm to you we raise; 
you, God and King, are worthy of all praise, 
great and unsearchable in all your ways.

Age shall to age pass on the endless song, 
telling the wonders which to you belong; 
your mighty acts with joy and fear relate; 
praise we your glory while on you we wait, 
glad in the knowledge of your love so great.

You, Lord, are gracious, merciful to all, 
close to your children when on you they call; 
and slow to anger, merciful and kind, 
in your compassion we your blessings find. 
We love you with our heart and strength and mind.

        J. Nichol Grieve, alt.; para. of Psalm 145
The Collect of the Day         

Officiant    The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us the 
grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to one another 
with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
 
A reading from Zechariah (9:9—12)

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; trium-
phant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut off 
the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he 
shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends 
of the earth. As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free 
from the waterless pit. Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore 
to you double.

The Word of the Lord. 
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The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, *
    slow to anger and of great kindness.
The Lord is loving to everyone *
   and his compassion is over all his works.

All your works praise you, O Lord, *
   and your faithful servants bless you.
They make known the glory of your kingdom *
   and speak of your power;

That the peoples may know of your power *
   and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; *
   your dominion endures throughout all ages.



Psalm 145:8—15  (BCP, p. 801)  chant: John Sullivan
   Bob Workmon, tenor
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The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, *
    slow to anger and of great kindness.
The Lord is loving to everyone *
   and his compassion is over all his works.

All your works praise you, O Lord, *
   and your faithful servants bless you.
They make known the glory of your kingdom *
   and speak of your power;

That the peoples may know of your power *
   and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; *
   your dominion endures throughout all ages.

The Lord is faithful in all his words *
   and merciful in all his deeds.
The Lord upholds all those who fall; *
   he lifts up those who are bowed down.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
 and to the Holy Spirit:
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and will be for ever. Amen.

 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (7:15—25a)

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I 
do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells 
within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but 
I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. Now if I do what I 
do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. So I find it to be a law that when I 
want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see 
in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells 
in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord!

The Word of the Lord. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (11:16—19, 25—30)

Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-
places and calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you 
did not mourn.’ For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have 
revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to 
me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are car-
rying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

The Homily    The Reverend Jay Sidebotham
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Solo: “I heard the voice of Jesus say”   Thomas Tallis
         Bob Workmon, tenor

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, thou weary one, lay down thy head upon my breast.” 

I came to Jesus as I was, weary, and worn, and sad; 
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “Behold, I freely give
the living water; thirsty one, stoop down and drink, and live.”

I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say, “I am this dark world’s light; 
look unto me, thy morn shall rise, and all thy day be bright.”

I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I’ll walk till traveling days are done.

         Horatius Bonar
       

The Nicene Creed (p. 96)

Officiant and People together

Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers

A prayer for transition

Almighty God, you know the needs of your church in every place: look graciously upon the people of St. 
James Parish, and grant us the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we move through the search process for our 
new rector. Thank you for the faithful stewards you have provided, and will provide, for our leadership. 
We give thanks for those who have committed to serve on the Search Committee and ask for blessing on 
their endeavors. Give us discernment, wisdom, patience, and confidence in your timing. Help us to care for 
each other with mutual trust, respect, kindness, and clarity of purpose. You are the Good Shepherd, and 
we ask you to shepherd us throughout this journey. In the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we 
pray. Amen. 

Prayers in this time of pandemic

O God, our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. In this challenging and uncertain time of 
global pandemic and public health crisis, we come before you offering our prayers on behalf of those in 
need, the church and the world.   

We pray for the church, that it may not grow weary of proclaiming the gospel of Christ and serve as a bea-
con of hope to a suffering world.  We pray for Michael, the Presiding Bishop, Rob our Bishop, Pierce our 
Interim Rector, our clergy, staff, wardens and vestry, and all who minister in your name.
Lord, in your mercy,  Hear our prayer.

We pray for all affected by the coronavirus around the world. For the leaders of the nations that they may 
work together for the common good as the outbreak spreads.  Grant public health and government officials 
the strength and will to act swiftly and decisively, with wisdom and compassion in service to all. We pray 
especially for our president, the Congress, Governors and mayors.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer

Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they have access to medical care and regain their strength and 
health; grant them your healing grace. Give strength to all who are caring for loved ones.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for an end to racial and ethnic inequality. Let us pray for the wisdom and the will to eradicate the 
hatred and disrespect that weave through our culture and its official structures. And let us beg God’s mercy 
upon this land for the unspeakable sin of slavery. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for calm in our cities, and for the safety of those who protest, and for those whose property and 
safety are threatened.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for all those known to our community who stand in need of God’s healing power, remembering 
especially Adrienne, Amy, Beth John, Bill, Bouti, Ede, Jocelyn, Mary Will, Max, Sarah, Terry, and 
Tim…  and others who we mention at this time.
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
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We pray for healthcare workers. Grant them courage and protection as they put the needs of public safety 
before their own. Bless scientists and researchers as they combat the virus, that their work may yield knowl-
edge to develop a vaccine, treatments, and improved measures to reduce its spread.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Remove the presence of fear and anxiety from our hearts, that confident in your providence we may be 
generous in sharing our resources. Grant that our churches and communities of faith may reflect your love, 
as they minister to the most vulnerable among us.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for those who have already lost loved ones to the virus and those who will yet suffer such loss that 
they may know the consolation of your love. On this Sunday, we pray for all who have died in the hope of 
the resurrection, Otis Johnson, Thomas O'Neal, Jr. …   And those in whose loving memory flowers have 
been given…. that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but 
life eternal. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

The Concluding Collect

Holy and sovereign Lord, when the earth and all its people quake, you hold its pillars firm. What is un-
certain and frightening to us is completely known to you and controlled by you. Look mercifully on the 
people of St James Parish. Although at this time we are apart from each other, we pray your Holy Spirit 
will unite us as one. Pour upon us your peace which passes all understanding, keep us safe and healthy, and 
above all, keep us mindful of those to whom we should show the love and compassion of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 

Confession of Sin

Officiant    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Officiant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Officiant    
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Blessing
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The Dismissal
Officiant    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People         Thanks be to God.         

Hymn 657: “Love divine, all loves excelling”    Hyfrydol
       Bob Workmon, tenor
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