
The Seventh Sunday
After Pentecost:

Sunday 19 July 2020

Hymn 752 (WLP): “There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place"  
        Sara Westermark, soprano 



The Officiant begins with these sentences 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name;through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise    tune: Resignation
           

            Sara Westermark, soprano

I will exalt and bless your Name forever God my King,
and I will bless you every day, your praise forever sing.
Great is the Lord, much to be praised, his greatness has no end;
the declaration of his power shall age to age extend.

I will think on your majesty, the marvels you have done;
they shall speak of your wondrous acts, and I’ll tell you of each one.
They shall sing of your righteous deeds, your goodness call to mind;
the Lord is gracious, slow to wrath, compassionate and kind.

    Carl P. Daw, Jr.
The Collect of the Day         

Officiant    The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 

Almighty God, the fountain of all wisdom, you know our necessities before we ask and our ignorance in 
asking: Have compassion on our weakness, and mercifully give us those things which for our unworthiness 
we dare not, and for our blindness we cannot ask; through the worthiness of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
 
A reading from Genesis (28:10-19a)

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, 
because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that 
place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am the 
Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you 
and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to 
the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed 
in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring 
you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” Then Jacob woke 
from his sleep and said, “Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did not know it!” And he was afraid, and 
said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 
So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a 
pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel.

The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 139:1-4, 22-23  (BCP, p. 794)  chant: John Sullivan
   Sara Westermark, soprano

Lord, you have searched me out and known me; *
 you know my sitting down and my rising up;
 you discern my thoughts from afar.
You trace my journeys and my resting-places *
 and are acquainted with all my ways.

Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
 but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
You press upon me behind and before *
 and lay your hand up-on me.

Search me out, O God, and know my heart; *
 try me and know my restless thoughts.
Look well whether there be any wickedness in me *
 and lead me in the way that is everlasting.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
 and to the Holy Spirit:
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and will be for ever. Amen.

 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (8:12-25)

Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh-- for if you live according 
to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who 
are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the 
sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the 
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to 
futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will 
be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. We 
know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption 
of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is 
seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

The Word of the Lord. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (13:24-30,36-43)

Jesus put before the crowd another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who 
sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 
And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, 
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would 
uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time 
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I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat 
into my barn.’” Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the 
Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the 
children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and 
the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of 
the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and 
all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears 
listen!”

The Gospel of the Lord. 

The Homily    The Reverend Cheryl Brainard

Solo: “Nearer, my God, to thee”   tune: Horbury, J.B. Dykes
         Sara Westermark, soprano  arr. Charles C. Walker

Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!
E'en though it be a cross that raiseth me;
Still all my song shall be 
Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!

There let the way appear steps unto heav'n;
All that Thou sendest me in mercy giv'n;
Angels to beckon me 
Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!

Then with my waking thoughts bright with Thy praise,
Out of my stony griefs Bethel I'll raise;
So by my woes to be 
Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 
           

     Sarah F. Adams, alt.
       

The Nicene Creed (p. 96)

Officiant and People together

Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.



    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers

A prayer for transition

Almighty God, you know the needs of your church in every place: look graciously upon the people of St. 
James Parish, and grant us the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we move through the search process for our 
new rector. Thank you for the faithful stewards you have provided, and will provide, for our leadership. 
We give thanks for those who have committed to serve on the Search Committee and ask for blessing on 
their endeavors. Give us discernment, wisdom, patience, and confidence in your timing. Help us to care for 
each other with mutual trust, respect, kindness, and clarity of purpose. You are the Good Shepherd, and 
we ask you to shepherd us throughout this journey. In the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we 
pray. Amen. 

Prayers in this time of pandemic

O God, our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. In this challenging and uncertain time of 
global pandemic and public health crisis, we come before you offering our prayers on behalf of those in 
need, the church, and the world.   

We pray for the church, that it may not grow weary of proclaiming the gospel of Christ and serve as a 
beacon of hope to a suffering world.  We pray for Michael, the Presiding Bishop, Rob our Bishop, Pierce 
our Interim Rector, our clergy, staff, wardens and vestry, and all who minister in your name.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

We pray for all affected by the coronavirus around the world. For the leaders of the nations that they may 
work together for the common good as the outbreak spreads.  Grant public health and government offi-
cials the strength and will to act swiftly and decisively, with wisdom and compassion in service to all. We 
pray especially for our president, the Congress, Governors and mayors.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.
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Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they have access to medical care and regain their strength and 
health; grant them your healing grace. Give strength to all who are caring for loved ones.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

We pray for an end to racial and ethnic inequality. Let us pray for the wisdom and the will to eradicate 
the hatred and disrespect that weave through our culture and its official structures. And let us beg God’s 
mercy upon this land for the unspeakable sin of slavery.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

We pray for renewed dedication to the best instincts and the most noble hopes of our nation, for calm in 
our cities, and for the safety of those who protest, and for those whose property and safety are threatened.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

We pray for all those known to our community who stand in need of God’s healing power, remembering 
especially Grace, Adrienne, John, Bill, Max, Sarah, Terry, Stuart, Florence Ellen, and Betty … and 
others who we mention at this time.
Lord in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

We pray for healthcare workers. Grant them courage and protection as they put the needs of public safety 
before their own. Bless scientists and researchers as they combat the virus, that their work may yield 
knowledge to develop a vaccine, treatments, and improved measures to reduce its spread.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

Remove the presence of fear and anxiety from our hearts, that confident in your providence we may be 
generous in sharing our resources. Grant that our churches and communities of faith may reflect your 
love, as they minister to the most vulnerable among us.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

We pray for those who have already lost loved ones to the virus and those who will yet suffer such loss 
that they may know the consolation of your love. On this Sunday, we pray for all who have died in the 
hope of the resurrection, ...  that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain 
or grief, but life eternal. 
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

The Concluding Collect

Holy and sovereign Lord, when the earth and all its people quake, you hold its pillars firm. What is un-
certain and frightening to us is completely known to you and controlled by you. Look mercifully on the 
people of St James Parish. Although at this time we are apart from each other, we pray your Holy Spirit 
will unite us as one. Pour upon us your peace which passes all understanding, keep us safe and healthy, and 
above all, keep us mindful of those to whom we should show the love and compassion of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 

Confession of Sin

Officiant    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
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Officiant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Officiant    
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Blessing

Benediction: "A Gaelic Blessing"    tune: Resignation
           

            Sara Westermark, soprano

Deep peace of the running wave to you
Deep peace of the flowing air to you
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you
Deep peace of the shining stars to you
Deep peace of the gentle night to you
Moon and stars pour their healing light on you
Deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you
Deep peace of Christ to you

     text from an old Gaelic rune

The Dismissal
Officiant    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People         Thanks be to God.         

The service bulletin continues overleaf.
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Mt. Lebanon Chapel

Hymn 453: “As Jacob with travel was weary one day”    Jacob's Ladder
       Sara Westermark, soprano
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