
The Eighth Sunday
After Pentecost:

Sunday 26 July 2020

Hymn 573: “Father eternal, Ruler of creation"   Langham
        Bob Workmon, tenor 



The Officiant begins with these sentences 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name;through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise  Canticle 13   John Rutter
           

            Bob Workmon, tenor

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *
on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.
Glory to you, beholding the depths; *
in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *
we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

The Collect of the Day         

Officiant    The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase 
and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things 
temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
 

A reading from 1 Kings (3:5-12)

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 
And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he 
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have 
kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, 
O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little 
child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you 
have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore 
an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern 
this your great people?” It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you 
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have 
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do according to your word. Indeed I give 
you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 
you.”

The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 119:129-136 (BCP, p. 774)  chant: John Sullivan
   Bob Workmon, tenor

Your decrees are wonderful; *
 therefore I obey them with all my heart.
When your word goes forth it gives light; *
 it gives understanding to the simple.

I open my mouth and pant; *
 I long for your com-/mandments.
Turn to me in mercy, *
 as you always do to those who love your Name.

Steady my footsteps in your word; *
 let no iniquity have dominion over me.
Rescue me from those who op-/press me, *
 and I will keep your com-/mandments.

Let your countenance shine upon your servant *
 and teach me your statutes.
My eyes shed streams of tears, *
 because people do not keep your law.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
 and to the Holy Spirit:
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and will be for ever. Amen.
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A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (8:26-39)

The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit in-
tercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. We know that all things 
work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. For those whom 
he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn within a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called 
he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. What then are we to say about these things? 
If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, 
will he not with him also give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God 
who justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand 
of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are 
being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord. 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (3:31-33,44-52)

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone 
took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of 
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them 
another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures 
of flour until all of it was leavened.” “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which some-
one found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom 
of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold 
all that he had and bought it. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but 
threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from 
the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who 
has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure 
what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord. 

The Homily    The Reverend Jay Sidebotham

Solo: “Panis angelicus”   César Franck
         Bob Workmon, tenor  

Panis angelicus 
Fit panis hominum;
Dat panis coelicus 
Figuris terminum:
O res mirabilis! 
Manducat Dominum
Pauper, servus et humilis

The bread of the angels 
becomes the bread of mortals; 
the bread of heaven 
puts an end to prefigurations.
O wondrous thing! 
the poor, the slave and the humble 
feed on their Lord. 
        

    Thomas Aquinas
   
   

 The Nicene Creed (p. 96)

Officiant and People together

Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.



    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers

A prayer for transition

Almighty God, you know the needs of your church in every place: look graciously upon the people of St. 
James Parish, and grant us the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we move through the search process for our 
new rector. Thank you for the faithful stewards you have provided, and will provide, for our leadership. 
We give thanks for those who have committed to serve on the Search Committee and ask for blessing on 
their endeavors. Give us discernment, wisdom, patience, and confidence in your timing. Help us to care for 
each other with mutual trust, respect, kindness, and clarity of purpose. You are the Good Shepherd, and 
we ask you to shepherd us throughout this journey. In the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we 
pray. Amen. 

Prayers in this time of pandemic

O God, our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. In this challenging and uncertain time of 
global pandemic and public health crisis, we come before you offering our prayers on behalf of those in 
need, the church, and the world.   

We pray for the church, that it may not grow weary of proclaiming the gospel of Christ and serve as a 
beacon of hope to a suffering world.  We pray for Michael, the Presiding Bishop, Rob our Bishop, Pierce 
our Interim Rector, our clergy, staff, wardens and vestry, and all who minister in your name.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

We pray for all affected by the coronavirus around the world. For the leaders of the nations that they may 
work together for the common good as the outbreak spreads.  Grant public health and government offi-
cials the strength and will to act swiftly and decisively, with wisdom and compassion in service to all. We 
pray especially for our president, the Congress, Governors and mayors.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.
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Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they have access to medical care and regain their strength and 
health; grant them your healing grace. Give strength to all who are caring for loved ones.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

We pray for an end to racial and ethnic inequality. Let us pray for the wisdom and the will to eradicate 
the hatred and disrespect that weave through our culture and its official structures. And let us beg God’s 
mercy upon this land for the unspeakable sin of slavery.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

We pray for renewed dedication to the best instincts and the most noble hopes of our nation, for calm in 
our cities, and for the safety of those who protest, and for those whose property and safety are threatened.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

We pray for all those known to our community who stand in need of God’s healing power, remembering 
especially Delilah, Adrienne, John, Bill, Max, Sarah, Terry, and Tim… and others who we mention at 
this time.
Lord in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

We pray for healthcare workers. Grant them courage and protection as they put the needs of public safety 
before their own. Bless scientists and researchers as they combat the virus, that their work may yield 
knowledge to develop a vaccine, treatments, and improved measures to reduce its spread.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

Remove the presence of fear and anxiety from our hearts, that confident in your providence we may be 
generous in sharing our resources. Grant that our churches and communities of faith may reflect your 
love, as they minister to the most vulnerable among us.
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.

We pray for those who have already lost loved ones to the virus and those who will yet suffer such loss 
that they may know the consolation of your love. On this Sunday, we pray for all who have died in the 
hope of the resurrection, ...  that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain 
or grief, but life eternal. 
Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.
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The Concluding Collect

Holy and sovereign Lord, when the earth and all its people quake, you hold its pillars firm. What is un-
certain and frightening to us is completely known to you and controlled by you. Look mercifully on the 
people of St James Parish. Although at this time we are apart from each other, we pray your Holy Spirit 
will unite us as one. Pour upon us your peace which passes all understanding, keep us safe and healthy, and 
above all, keep us mindful of those to whom we should show the love and compassion of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 



Confession of Sin

Officiant    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Officiant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Officiant    
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The service bulletin continues overleaf.

The Blessing

Benediction: "Prayer Perfect"    Oley Speaks
           

           Bob Workmon, tenor

Dear Lord, kind Lord!
Gracious Lord! I pray
Thou wilt look on all I love
Tenderly today!
Weed their hearts of weariness;
Scatter every care
Down a wake of angel wings
Winnowing the air.

Bring unto the sorrowing
All release from pain;
Let the lips of laughter
Overflow again;
And with all the needy
O divide, I pray
This vast treasure of content
That is mine today!

     John Witcomb Riley



St. James Parish
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S T J A M E S P . O R G

Mt. Lebanon Chapel

The Dismissal
Officiant    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People         Thanks be to God.         

Hymn 594: “God of grace and God of glory”    Cwm Rhondda
       Bob Workmon, tenor
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