
The Eleventh Sunday
After Pentecost:

Sunday 16 August 2020

Hymn 544: “Jesus shall reign where-e'r the sun” (sts. 1-3)  Duke Street
        Sara Westermark, soprano



The Officiant begins with these sentences 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name;through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise     tune: Hanover
           

            Sara Westermark, soprano

O praise ye the Lord! Praise him in the height;
rejoice in his word, ye angels of light;
ye heavens, adore him by whom ye were made,
and worship before him, in brightness arrayed.
 

O praise ye the Lord! Praise him upon earth,
in tuneful accord, all ye of new birth;
praise him who hath brought you his grace from above,
praise him who hath taught you to sing of his love.

 
O praise ye the Lord! Thanksgiving and song
to him be outpoured all ages along!
For love in creation, for heaven restored,
for grace of salvation, O praise ye the Lord!

William Henry Baker, alt. 
based on Psalms 148 and 150

The Collect of the Day         

Officiant    The Lord be with you. 
People         And also with you. 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly 
life: Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed 
steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
 

A reading from Isaiah (56:1, 6-8)

Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come, and my de-
liverance be revealed. And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the 
name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my 
covenant--these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt 
offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for 
all peoples. Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to them besides 
those already gathered.

The Word of the Lord. 
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Psalm 67 (BCP, p. 675)  chant: John Sullivan
   Sara Westermark, soprano

May God be merciful to us and bless us, *
 show us the light of his countenance and come to us.
Let your ways be known upon earth, *
 your saving health among all nations.
 
Antiphon
 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *
 for you judge the peoples with equity
 and guide all the nations upon earth.
 
Antiphon
 
The earth has brought forth her increase; *
 may God, our own God, give us his blessing.
May God give us his blessing, *
 and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.
 
Antiphon

 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (11:1-2a, 29-32)

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, 
a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. For the gifts and 
the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy 
because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, 
they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful 
to all.

The Word of the Lord. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (15:10-20, 21-28)

Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the mouth 
that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and 
said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He answered, 
“Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind 
guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, 
“Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that 
whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the 
mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, 

(The reading continues overleaf.)
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adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed 
hands does not defile.” Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Ca-
naanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; 
my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged 
him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be 
done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly.

The Gospel of the Lord. 

The Homily    The Reverend Jay Sidebotham

Solo: Domine Deus (from Gloria, RV 589)   Antonio Vivaldi

         Sara Westermark, soprano  

Domine Deus, Rex caelestis, 
Deus Pater omnipotens.

O Lord God, heavenly King,
God the Father almighty.

  
  
  

 
The Nicene Creed (p. 358)

Officiant and People together

Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers

A prayer for transition

Almighty God, you know the needs of your church in every place: look graciously upon the people of St 
James Parish, and grant us the guidance of your Holy Spirit as we move through the search process for our 
new rector. Thank you for the faithful stewards you have provided, and will provide, for our leadership. 
We give thanks for those who have committed to serve on the Search Committee and ask for blessing on 
their endeavors. Give us discernment, wisdom, patience, and confidence in your timing. Help us to care for 
each other with mutual trust, respect, kindness, and clarity of purpose. You are the Good Shepherd, and 
we ask you to shepherd us throughout this journey. In the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we 
pray. Amen. 

Prayers in this time of pandemic

O God, our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. In this challenging and uncertain time of 
global pandemic and public health crisis, we come before you offering our prayers on behalf of those in 
need, the church, and the world.   

We pray for the church, that it may not grow weary of proclaiming the gospel of Christ and serve as a bea-
con of hope to a suffering world.  We pray for Michael, the Presiding Bishop, Rob our Bishop, Pierce our 
Interim Rector, our clergy, staff, wardens and vestry, and all who minister in your name. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Let us join all Episcopalians in The Diocese of East Carolina as we pray for St. George’s, Engelhard and St. 
John’s, Fayetteville. May we all join together across the diocese in lifting up their ministry.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 

We pray for all affected by the coronavirus, especially we pray for the states in crisis with an upsurge of cases. 
We pray for all leaders and healthcare workers as they work for the common good to protect all.  Grant 
public health and government officials the strength and will to act swiftly and decisively, with wisdom and 
compassion in service to all. We pray especially for our president, the Congress, Governors and mayors.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer

We pray for those students and teachers who are returning to school may they be safe and have a delight for 
learning once again and may the backpacks given to the Episcopal Farmworkers Ministry bring joy to the 
children receiving them.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for an end to racial and ethnic inequality. Let us pray for the wisdom and the will to eradicate the 
hatred and disrespect that weave through our culture and its official structures. Ignite a fire in us for racial 
equality.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
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We pray for all those known to our community who stand in need of God’s healing power, remembering 
especially Betty, Bob, Jocelyn, Pam, Feriba, Kit, Sarah… and others who we mention at this time.
Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

Remove the presence of fear and anxiety from our hearts, that confident in your providence we may be 
generous in sharing our resources. Grant that our churches and communities of faith may reflect your love, 
as they minister to the most vulnerable among us.
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

We pray for those who have already lost loved ones and those who will yet suffer such loss that they may 
know the consolation of your love. On this Sunday, we pray for all who have died in the hope of the resur-
rection: Frederick William Lewis, Jr, Charles Morgan, Nello L. Teer III ... that, with all the saints, they may 
have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal. 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

The Concluding Collect

Holy and sovereign Lord, when the earth and all its people quake, you hold its pillars firm. What is un-
certain and frightening to us is completely known to you and controlled by you. Look mercifully on the 
people of St James Parish. Although at this time we are apart from each other, we pray your Holy Spirit 
will unite us as one. Pour upon us your peace which passes all understanding, keep us safe and healthy, and 
above all, keep us mindful of those to whom we should show the love and compassion of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 

Confession of Sin

Officiant    Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Officiant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
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We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Officiant    
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Blessing

Benediction: "Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing"    tune: Sicilian Mariners
           

           Sara Westermark, soprano

Lord, dismiss us with thy blessing;
Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, thy love possessing,
Triumph in redeeming grace:
O refresh us, O refresh us,
Traveling through this wilderness.

So that when thy love shall call us,
Saviour, from the world away,
Let no fear of death appall us,
Glad thy summons to obey:
May we ever, may we ever,
Reign with thee in endless day.

    att. John Fawcett



The Dismissal
Officiant    Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People         Thanks be to God.         

Hymn 537: “Christ for the world we sing!” (sts. 1, 3-4)    Moscow
       Sara Westermark, soprano
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Mt. Lebanon Chapel

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

So that when thy love shall call us,
Saviour, from the world away,
Let no fear of death appall us,
Glad thy summons to obey:
May we ever, may we ever,
Reign with thee in endless day.

    att. John Fawcett
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