
All Saints’ Day
Sunday 1 November 2020

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

8:30 a.m. 
Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily mag-
nify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect of the Day
Almighty God, you have knit together your elect in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body of 
your Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we 
may come to those ineffable joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Lessons
 

A reading from Revelation (7:9-17)
Commentary:
The subject of the Book of Revelation is Jesus Christ, it is an unveiling, a ‘revelation’, of Him. In this passage, John 
was granted a vision of heaven itself, of the throne room of God, where he saw the salvation of a great multitude. 
People from every race and nation are before God’s throne. They are clothed in white symbolizing righteousness, 
and holding palm branches symbolizing victory and joy. This multitude, along with the angelic beings, fall on their 
faces before God in ceaseless worship. John did not know the identity of these people. An elder told him they were 
saints who had endured great hardship and were cleansed by the blood of the Lamb. God will protect them and 
share fellowship with them and the Lamb will refresh them. For them, every discomfort and sorrow of earthly life 
is gone forever. 
After this I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm 
branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on 
the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing 
and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 
Amen.” Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they 
come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have 
come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
“For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the 
one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will 
not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he 
will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.
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A reading from 1 John (3:1-3)
Commentary:
The message of 1 John could be stated this way: fellowship with God is the essence of eternal life. Believers may be 
misunderstood by the world, but they are loved by God, which is far more important. Although we are presently 
God’s children, we do not yet fully reflect His image as we shall when we see Him face to face. The Christian’s hope 
is unshakeable confidence in a future in the presence of Jesus Christ.

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The 
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we 
will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will 
see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (5:1-16 )

Priest    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People    Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit 
the earth. ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. ‘Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will receive mercy. ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. ‘Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for 
in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt 
has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 
trampled under foot. ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after 
lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In 
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father in heaven.

Priest    The Gospel of the Lord.
People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily    The Right Reverend Henry N. Parsley, tenth Bishop of Alabama

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows
Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus  
 Christ?
People I do.
   

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?
People I believe in God, the Father almighty,
         creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
         He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
                 and born of the Virgin Mary.
         He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
                 was crucified, died, and was buried.
         He descended to the dead.
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            On the third day he rose again.
         He ascended into heaven,
                 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
         He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
   
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit,
         the holy catholic Church,
         the communion of saints,
         the forgiveness of sins,
         the resurrection of the body,
         and the life everlasting.
   

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.

Celebrant   Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People  I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People  I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ?
People I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and  
 the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in  
 Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The response to each petitition:
Lord, in your mercy...   Hear our prayer.

The Holy Communion
 

Eucharistic Prayer A
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.



Sanctus  (Celebrant and People)
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The Lord's Prayer 

The Fraction
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Communion of the People.

Post-Communion Prayer     (Celebrant and People)
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing 

Dismissal
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

Celebrant: The Reverend Pierce Klemmt

The flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
John Nelson and Mable Davis Alexius, John Nelson Alexius, Jr., 

Harold Davis and Margaret Bellamy Alexius , and Catherine Alexius Emerson
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