
The Twenty-Third Sunday
After Pentecost:

Sunday 8 November 2020

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

8:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

Gathering Music (The gathering music at 9:30 a.m.  will be sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen.)
 

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise (9:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen)  

The Collect of the Day
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and make us 
children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify ourselves as he is pure; 
that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious 
kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
 

A reading from Amos (5:18-24)

Commentary:
Like many Old Testament prophets, Amos spoke of the 'day of the Lord'. He saw it as a time when God would judge 
sin, even in His own people. Another frequent theme in Amos is the prevalence of social injustice. Many Israelites in 
Amos' time were looking forward to a coming 'day of the Lord'. However, Amos informed them that before a time 
of divine blessing there would be a time of divine chastisement. Amos also pointed out the hypocrisy of the peoples' 
worship, full of ritual but without substance. Instead of the pomp and noise of superficial worship, what God desires  
from His people is moral and ethical righteousness. 

Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts, the Lord: Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! Why do you want 
the day of the Lord? It is darkness, not light; as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went into 
the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not 
light, and gloom with no brightness in it? I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies. Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the 
offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
I will not listen to the melody of your harps. But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an 
ever-flowing stream.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 70 (9:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen) chant: John Sullivan
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Antiphon: Come to me speedily, O God; O Lord, do not tarry.

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me; *
   O Lord, make haste to help me.
   Let those who seek my life be ashamed
and altogether dismayed; *
   let those who take pleasure in my misfortune
   draw back and be disgraced. 

Antiphon

Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat over me turn back, *
   because they are ashamed.
Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; *
   let those who love your salvation say for ever,
   "Great is the Lord!"

Antiphon

But as for me, I am poor and needy; *
   come to me speedily, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; *
   O Lord, do not tarry. 

Antiphon

A reading from 1 Thessalonians (4:13-18)
Commentary:
The Thessalonians were new in their faith and one area in which they needed instruction concerned Christ's return 
from heaven. Paul realized that knowing the bright future awaiting believers who presently sleep in death gives 
hope to those who mourn. Paul told his readers that Christians who have died will be with Jesus when He returns 
for His own who still live on earth. From heaven, God will herald the return of Christ. Mortal bodies will become 
immortal as believers meet Christ in the air, nevermore to be separated from Him. Paul set an example of expectan-
cy for the church, which is to live in anticipation of the Lord's return.

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not 
grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that 
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For 
the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will 
descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught 
up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. There-
fore encourage one another with these words.
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (25:1-13 )

Priest    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People    Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet 
the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took 
no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them 
became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you 
and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the 
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We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The response to each petitition:
Lord, in your mercy...   Hear our prayer.

Confession of Sin and Absolution

Officiant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was 
shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, 
I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.” 

Priest    The Gospel of the Lord.
People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily    The Reverend Cheryl Brainard

The Nicene Creed
Officiant and People together



The Holy Communion
 

Offertory Solo:    (9:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen)  

Eucharistic Prayer A
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Sanctus  (Celebrant and People)
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The Lord's Prayer 

The Fraction
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Communion of the People.

Communion Music  (9:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen)

Post-Communion Prayer     (Celebrant and People)
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Celebrant: The Reverend Pierce Klemmt
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Mt. Lebanon Chapel

The flowers today are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
The Reverend Frank Mason Ross, Routh Pender & William Lord deRosset Jr., 

Lina deRosset & Frank Mason Ross, William deRosset Ross

Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing 

Dismissal
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 


