
The Twenty-Fourth Sunday
After Pentecost:

Sunday 15 November 2020

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

8:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

Gathering Music (The gathering music at 9:30 a.m.  will be sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen.)
 

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise (9:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen)  

The Collect of the Day
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
 

A reading from Zephaniah (1:7,12-18)

Commentary:
Not much is known about the prophet Zephaniah, although from his references to Judah and Jerusalem it seems 
likely he lived in Jerusalem. Zephaniah ministered during the reign of King Josiah of Judah, a reformer king who 
did much to eliminate idolatry from the land. Although Josiah's reforms abolished the display of idolatry, they 
did not change the hearts of most of the people, who had a long history of formal religion without much genuine 
commitment to God. The message of the book could be summarized in the words of verse 7: 'Be silent before the 
Lord God! For the Day of the Lord is at hand.' Zephaniah emphasized the ongoing wickedness of the human race. 
However, he also stressed the sovereign justice of God and His willingness to welcome the repentant. 

Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has 
consecrated his guests. At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest 
complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, “The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.” 
Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit 
them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. The great day of the Lord is near, near 
and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. That day will be a 
day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day 
of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the 
lofty battlements. I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have 

(continued overleaf )



sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver 
nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord's wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth 
shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 90:1-5, 12 (9:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen) chant: John Sullivan
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Antiphon: Come to me speedily, O God; O Lord, do not tarry.
Lord, you have been our refuge *
   from one generation to another.
Before the mountains were brought forth,
or the land and the earth were born, *
   from age to age you are God. 

Antiphon

You turn us back to the dust and say, *
   "Go back, O child of earth."
For a thousand years in your sight are 
like yesterday when it is past *
   and like a watch in the night

Antiphon

You sweep us away like a dream; *
   we fade away suddenly like the grass.
So teach us to number our days *
   that we may apply our hearts to wisdom 

Antiphon

A reading from 1 Thessalonians (5:1-11)
Commentary:
Paul, continuing to instruct the Thessalonians regarding Christ's Second Coming, turned to the need for personal 
watchfulness. Because Christ could return at any time, Paul's message for the Thessalonians was: Be ready. Paul re-
iterated what he had previously taught, that the Day of the Lord would come as a surprise. Continued watchfulness 
and self control, moral preparedness and not simply mental alertness, were necessary for all who would be found 
ready on that Day.

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to 
you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they 
say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise 
you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 
So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, 
and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but 
for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep 
we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (25:14-30 )

Priest    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People    Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to 
one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 
The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 
In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the 
one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master 
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of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came 
forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 
more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy 
in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with 
the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two 
more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in 
a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had 
received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where 
you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent 
in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, 
did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested 
my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take 
the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, 
and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 
As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’” 

Priest    The Gospel of the Lord.
People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily    The Reverend Chris Hamby

The Nicene Creed
Officiant and People together

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 
and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 
life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The response to each petitition:
Lord, in your mercy...   Hear our prayer.

Confession of Sin and Absolution

Officiant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.



Celebrant: The Reverend Cheryl Brainard
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Mt. Lebanon Chapel

The flowers today are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
Adair & Katie McKoy, Kitty McKoy Trask, Adair McKoy Jr., Douglas McKoy Strange, 

Charles P. and Jean M. Graham, and Kitty Trask Holt

Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing 

Dismissal
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.

The Holy Communion
 

Offertory Solo:    (9:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen)  

Eucharistic Prayer A
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Sanctus  (Celebrant and People)
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The Lord's Prayer 

The Fraction
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Communion of the People.

Communion Music  (9:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen)

Post-Communion Prayer     (Celebrant and People)
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.


