
The First Sunday after 
the Epiphany

Sunday 10 January 2021

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Gathering Music (The gathering music at 10:30 a.m.  will be sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen.)

(continued overleaf )

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise, 
manifested by the star to the sages from afar; 
branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem; 
anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest.

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
and at Cana, wedding-guest, in thy Godhead manifest; 
manifest in power divine, changing water into wine; 
anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest.

Manifest on mountain height, shining in resplendent light, 
where disciples filled with awe thy transfigured glory saw. 
When from there thou leddest them steadfast to Jerusalem, 
cross and Easter Day attest God in man made manifest

, 
 

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise (9:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen)
 

I sing the almighty power of God, that made the mountains rise,
that spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies.

I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day;
the moon shines full at God’s command, and all the stars obey.

Salzburg

Forest Green
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I sing the goodness of the Lord, who filled the earth with food,
who formed the creatures with his Word, and then pronounced them good.

Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye,
if I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky!

There’s not a plant or flower below, but makes thy glories known,
and clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from thy throne;

while all that borrows life from thee is ever in thy care,
and everywhere that I could be, thou, God, art present there.

The Collect of the Day
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and anoint-
ed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant they have 
made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Lessons
 

A reading from Genesis (1:1-5)

Commentary:
The creation account in Genesis 1 is theocentric, not creature-centered. Its purpose is to glorify the Creator by mag-
nifying Him through the majesty of the created order. God created the universe from nothing. God alone is eternal; 
everything else owes its origin and existence to Him. Before God graciously prepared it for habitation, the earth was 
formless, dark and empty. A recurring theme of the Bible is found in these verses: God is the One who brings light 
into darkness.

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness cov-
ered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there 
be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the dark-
ness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the first day. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29:1-4, 10-11 (10:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen) chant: John Sullivan

Antiphon:  “Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.”

Ascribe to the Lord, you gods, *
 ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his Name; *
 worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

Antiphon

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
 the Lord is upon the mighty waters.

The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice; *
 the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.

Antiphon

The Lord sits enthroned above the flood; *
 the Lord sits enthroned as King for evermore.
The Lord shall give strength to his people; *
 the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace.

Antiphon
A reading from Acts (19:1-7)
Commentary:
Ephesus was an important city in Asia Minor. For many years it was a commercial center due to its location, and 
even after commerce declined in the region worshipers continued to be drawn to the city, chiefly by the magnificent 
temple of Artemis. Ephesus was an eclectic hotbed of pagan religious superstition and occult practices. However, 
Christianity had also gained a foothold there and in the city, Paul met some disciples of John the Baptist who had 
a limited understanding of the gospel. Paul explained to them that John's baptism of repentance was good but in-
complete. These former disciples of John received the Holy Spirit when Paul laid his hands on them, baptizing them 
into the Name of Jesus Christ.
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While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found 
some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, 
“No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” 
They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 
people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 
they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them.
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (1:4-11)

Priest    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People    Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with 
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” In those days Jesus came from Nazareth 
of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the 
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

Priest    The Gospel of the Lord.
People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily    The Reverend Michael Singer

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
People I do.
   

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?
People I believe in God, the Father almighty,
         creator of heaven and earth.
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
         He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
                 and born of the Virgin Mary.
         He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
                 was crucified, died, and was buried.
         He descended to the dead.
            On the third day he rose again.
         He ascended into heaven,
                 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
         He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
   
Celebrant Do you believe in God 
 the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit,
         the holy catholic Church,
         the communion of saints,

         the forgiveness of sins,
         the resurrection of the body,
         and the life everlasting.
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Celebrant   Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
 in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People  I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 
 repent and return to the Lord?
People  I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example 
 the Good News of God in Christ?
People I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, 
 loving your neighbor as yourself ?
People I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 
 and respect the dignity of every human being?
People I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new  
 birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins,  
 keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The response to each petitition:
Lord, in your mercy...   Hear our prayer.

Confession of Sin and Absolution

Officiant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.
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Eucharistic Prayer C

The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 It is right to give him thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
 Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the plan-
ets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
 By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and 
skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we 
turned against one another.
 Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. 
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us 
the way of freedom and peace.
 By his blood, he reconciled us.
 By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your 
glory, in their unending hymn:

The Holy Communion
 

Offertory Solo:    (10:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen)

The spacious firmament on high,
with all the blue ethereal sky,
and spangled heavens, a shining frame,
their great original proclaim.
The unwearied sun, from day to day,
does his Creator's power display,
And publishes to every Land
The work of an almighty hand.

Soon as the evening shades prevail,
the moon takes up the wondrous tale,
and nightly to the listening earth
repeats the story of her birth:
whilst all the stars that round her burn,
and all the planets, in their turn,
confirm the tidings, as they roll,
and spread the truth from pole to pole.

What though, in solemn silence, all
move round the dark terrestrial ball?
What though nor real voice nor sound
amid their radiant orbs be found?
In reason's ear they all rejoice,
and utter forth a glorious voice,
for ever singing, as they shine,
“The hand that made us is divine.”

Joseph Addison
  

The Sanctus follows immediately oveleaf.



Celebrant and People
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
       Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
       Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
 We celebrate his death and resurrection,
 as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let 
the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve 
the world in his name.
 Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. 
AMEN.

The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast.
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The Communion of the People.

Communion Music  (10:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen)

Christ, when for us you were baptized, God’s Spirit on you came,
as peaceful as a dove and yet as urgent as a flame.

God called you his beloved Son, called you his servant true,
sent you his kingdom to proclaim, his holy will to do.

Straightway and steadfast until death you then obeyed his call
freely as Son of Man to serve and give your life for all.

Baptize us with your spirit, Lord, your cross on us be signed,
that, likewise in God’s service we may perfect freedom find.

Post-Communion Prayer     (Celebrant and People)
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing 

Dismissal
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

X  X  X
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Celebrant: The Reverend Chris Hamby

The flowers today are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
Georgia Cobb Joyner and William Henry Joyner
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