
The Last Sunday after 
the Epiphany

Sunday 14 February 2021

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Gathering Music (The gathering music at 10:30 a.m.  will be sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen.)

St. Joan
Christ is the world's true Light, its Captain of salvation,
the Daystar clear and bright of every race and nation;
new life, new hope awakes, for all who own his sway:
freedom her bondage breaks, and night is turned to day.

In Christ all races meet, their ancient feuds forgetting,
the whole round world complete, from sunrise to its setting: 
when Christ is throned as Lord all shall forsake their fear,
to ploughshare beat the sword, to pruninghook the spear.

One Lord, in one great Name unite us all who own thee;
cast out our pride and shame that hinder to enthrone thee;
the world has waited long, has travailed long in pain;
to heal its ancient wrong, come, Prince of Peace, and reign.

.

 

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Song of Praise (10:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen)
 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
    you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
    on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
    in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

The Collect of the Day
O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant 
to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be 
changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

John Rutter

The Lessons
 

A reading from 2 Kings (2:1-12)

Commentary:
Elijah knew that this would be his last day on earth. By granting Elisha permission to stay behind, Elijah was testing 
Elisha's commitment to Elijah and to his calling as the prophet's successor. Elisha did not want to speak of Elijah's 
departure, probably indicating his sorrow at losing his friend and mentor. It was not uncommon for prophets to give 
a valuable parting blessing, something Elisha was eager to receive. Elijah's cloak was the symbol of his authority 
as God's spokesman. Elijah was dramatically and miraculously swept up into heaven, but God's work in the world 
continued through Elisha.

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from 
Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord 
lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who 
were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master 
away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has 
sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to 
Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that 
today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” Then Elijah 
said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you your-
self live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and 
stood at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and 
rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them 
crossed on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked 
a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they 
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended 
in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.
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The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

A reading from 2 Corinthians (94:3-6)
Commentary:
In verses preceding this passage, Paul reminded the Corinthians that his mission was to proclaim the truth, nothing 
more and nothing less. By 'veiled', Paul meant 'obscure'. The reason some people failed to understand and appreciate 
the gospel was that Satan had blinded their minds. It takes the work of the Holy Spirit to reveal the meaning and 
riches of the gospel to an unbelieving world. Jesus Christ visibly and accurately represented the invisible God. Paul 
never promoted himself; instead, he proclaimed Jesus Christ, the sovereign Lord. God had dispelled the darkness in 
Paul's own heart and now Paul's motivation for all he did was the desire to share the Light of the world with others.

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded 
the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves 
for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn     (10:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen)   Ratisbon
 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise! Triumph o’er the shades of night: 
Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear.

Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee; 
joyless is the day’s return, till thy mercy’s beams I see, 
till they inward light impart, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

Visit then this soul of mine! Pierce the gloom of sin and grief ! 
Fill me, radiancy divine; scatter all my unbelief;
more and more thyself display, shining to the perfect day.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (9:2-9)

Priest    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People    Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And 
he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach 
them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 
He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud 
there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw 
no one with them any more, but only Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell 
no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

Priest    The Gospel of the Lord.
People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily    The Reverend Cheryl Brainard
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The Nicene Creed
Officiant and People together

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The response to each petition:
Lord, in your mercy...   Hear our prayer.

Confession of Sin and Absolution

Officiant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
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we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.

The Eucharist Prayer continues overleaf.

The Holy Communion
 

Offertory Solo:    (10:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen)

         Mowsley
Christ upon the mountain peak stands alone in glory blazing; 
let us, if we dare to speak, with the saints and angels praise him. Alleluia!

Trembling at his feet we saw Moses and Elijah speaking. 
All the prophets and the Law shout through them their joyful greeting. Alleluia!

Swift the cloud of glory came. God proclaiming in its thunder 
Jesus as his Son by name! Nations cry aloud in wonder! Alleluia!

This is God’s beloved Son! Law and prophets fade before him; 
first and last and only One, let creation now adore him! Alleluia!

  
Eucharistic Prayer C

The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 It is right to give him thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
 Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the plan-
ets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
 By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and 
skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we 
turned against one another.
 Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.



Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. 
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us 
the way of freedom and peace.
 By his blood, he reconciled us.
 By his wounds, we are healed.

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your 
glory, in their unending hymn:

Celebrant and People
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
       Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
       Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me."

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
 We celebrate his death and resurrection,
 as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let 
the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve 
the world in his name.
 Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. 
AMEN.
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The Lord's Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.



Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Communion of the People.

Communion Music  (10:30 a.m. only. Sung by the soloist; the congregation is invited to listen)

         Plainsong, Mode 9
O light of Light, Love given birth;
Jesus, Redeemer of the earth:
more bright than day your face did show,
your raiment whiter than the snow.

Two prophets, who had faith to see,
with your elect found company;
the heavens above your glory named,
your Father's voice his Son proclaimed.

May all who seek to praise aright
through purer lives show forth your light.
To you, the King of glory, now
all faithful hearts adoring bow.

Post-Communion Prayer     (Celebrant and People)
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing 

Dismissal
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

X  X  X
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Mt. Lebanon Chapel

Celebrant: The Reverend Chris Hamby

The flowers today are given to the Glory of God and in honor of 
Joseph Ward Hooper, Louise Smallbones Hooper, Joseph Ward Hooper Jr., 

Margaret Hooper Turner, and Terry Forrest Turner.


