
The Third Sunday In Lent
Sunday 7 March 2021

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
A Penitential Order   BCP p. 351

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.  
His mercy endures for ever.

Hear the commandments of God to his people:
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The 
second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these."

p. 350

p. 351
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Celebrant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Lord have mercy.  
Christ have mercy.
Lord have mercy. 

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly 
in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may happen 
to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
 

A reading from Exodus (20:1-17)

Commentary:
The foundation of biblical ethics and morality was laid out in the Ten Commandments and the ordinances in-
cluded in the Book of the Covenant, which taught Israel how to apply the principles found in the Commandments. 
One reason God gave the Commandments and the entire Mosaic Law to Israel was to codify unifying principles 
that made the establishment of the nation possible. God allowed the Israelites much freedom, there were compar-
atively few restrictions on their personal behavior. The Israelites were to obey God on the double basis of who He is 
and what He had done for them. The Commandments stressed the importance of exclusive worship of the one true 
God and the honor due other people.

Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of 
the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether 
in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under 
the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, 
punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 
but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who 
misuses his name. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do all your 
work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or 
your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord 
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blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be 
long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

A reading from 1 Corinthians (1:18-25)
Commentary:
The Corinthians admired brilliant oratory, but Paul's argument in this passage contrasted God's wisdom with 
fine sounding words of human wisdom. Paul used Old Testament support to show that what God had intended 
and foretold through the prophets had now been accomplished through the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Quoting 
Isaiah, Paul showed that it had always been God's method to expose the futility of merely human wisdom. In con-
trast to human wisdom, God's wisdom centers on the cross. The message of the cross did not appear to make sense; 
how could anyone believe in and submit to a Savior who could not save Himself ? However, God does things His 
way and without human help. Only the 'foolishness' of the cross has power to set people free.

The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,  and the discernment of the discerning 
I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews 
and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger 
than human strength.
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John ( John 2:13-22)

Priest    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People    Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found people selling 
cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all 
of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers 
and overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house 
will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been 
under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking of the tem-
ple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 
believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

Priest    The Gospel of the Lord.
People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily    The Reverend Michael Singer
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The Nicene Creed 

Officiant and People together

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The response to each petition:
Lord, in your mercy...   Hear our prayer.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.
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The Holy Communion
 

Eucharist Prayer B    BCP p. 367

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise

The Celebrant continues, concluding with:
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heav-
en, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
       Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
       Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People 
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues, concluding with:
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and  glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen.



The Fraction
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Communion of the People

Post-Communion Prayer     (Celebrant and People)
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing 

Dismissal
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

X  X  X
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Musicians
John Sullivan, Organist and Choirmaster

Shelly DiLoreto, flute



The Third Sunday in Lent  |  St. James Parish  7



St. James Parish
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S T J A M E S P . O R G

Mt. Lebanon Chapel

Celebrant: The Reverend Cheryl Brainard

The flowers today are given to the Glory of God and in honor of 
Joel Cook Pretlow, Jr., Marguerite Kerr Pretlow, 

Earl Glass Neas, and Harriet Stokes Neas.


