
The Fourth Sunday In Lent
Sunday 14 March 2021

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
A Penitential Order   BCP p. 351

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
His mercy endures for ever.

Hear the commandments of God to his people:
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The 
second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these."

p. 350

p. 351
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Celebrant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy.

Lord have mercy. 

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. 
Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the true bread which gives 
life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in him; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
 

A reading from Numbers (21:4-9)

Commentary:
Israel traveled toward the Red Sea in order to avoid the possibility of conflict with Edom, but this route took them 
into a terrible desert area, which caused the people to grumble not only against Moses, but against God. The ser-
pents God sent to discipline the people were venomous, inflicting a painful, often fatal, bite. God's discipline moved 
the Israelites to confess their sin and request Moses' intercession. Instead of immediately removing the snakes, God 
commanded Moses to make a bronze serpent and lift it up on a pole. The serpent on the pole was not a magical cure 
for snakebite, it was a sign that worked when people believed God and acted on that belief by looking at the sign. 
Trust in God's promise of salvation brought healing to the Israelites.

From Mount Hor the Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the peo-
ple became impatient on the way. The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought 
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable 
food.” Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israel-
ites died. The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you; 
pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to 
Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 
So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person 
would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.
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A reading from Ephesians (2:1-10)
Commentary:
In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul apparently hoped to expand his readers' understanding of God's eternal pur-
poses and high goals for the church. Paul contrasted the condition of the unbeliever with that of the believer. God, 
the subject of this passage, makes all the difference. God has made believers alive, raised them up, and seated them 
with Christ. Salvation comes to us by grace, it is a gift, received through faith. God created us in Christ Jesus and 
God has given us work to do. Good works are not the root from which salvation grows, but the fruit God intends 
it to bear.

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the course of this world, 
following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. 
All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we 
were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with 
which he loved us even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-- by 
grace you have been saved-- and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us 
in Christ Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God-- not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (3:14-21)

Priest    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People    Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed, God did not send the Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who 
believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the 
world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the 
light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true 
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.”

Priest    The Gospel of the Lord.
People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily    The Reverend Cheryl Brainard
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The Nicene Creed 

Officiant and People together

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The response to each petition:
Lord, in your mercy...   Hear our prayer.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.
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The Holy Communion
 

Eucharist Prayer B    BCP p. 367

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise

The Celebrant continues, concluding with:
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heav-
en, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
       Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
       Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People 
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues, concluding with:
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and  glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen.



The Fraction
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Communion of the People

Post-Communion Prayer     (Celebrant and People)
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing 

Dismissal
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

X  X  X
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Musicians
John Sullivan, Organist and Choirmaster

Toree McLamb, flute
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St. James Parish
25 South Third Street  w Wilmington, NC 28401  w (910) 763-1628  w parish@stjamesp.org

@stjamesp          @stjamesparish

S T J A M E S P . O R G

Mt. Lebanon Chapel

Celebrant: The Reverend Michael Singer

The flowers today are given to the Glory of God and in honor of 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles P. Graham.


