
The Fifth Sunday In Lent
Sunday 21 March 2021

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
A Penitential Order   BCP p. 351

Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
His mercy endures for ever.

Hear the commandments of God to his people:
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Jesus said, "The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord your God is the only Lord. Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The 
second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these."

p. 350

p. 351
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Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Celebrant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Lord have mercy. 
Christ have mercy.

Lord have mercy. 

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant your people 
grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift and varied changes 
of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
 

A reading from Jeremiah (31:31-34)

Commentary:
Jeremiah is known as the 'weeping prophet'. Not only did he convey God's warnings of coming judgment to the Is-
raelites, Jeremiah also recorded his own sorrowful emotions regarding the punishment the people were bringing on 
themselves by their idolatry and indifference to God's law. However, Jeremiah also prophesied future restoration 
for Israel, as these verses show. God promised to make a new covenant with His people and it would be internal-
ized, written on their hearts, it would become part of their nature. In that day, true knowledge of the Lord will be 
shared by all the people, from the least to the greatest.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.
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A reading from Hebrews (5:5-10)
Commentary:
The author of Hebrews explored the concepts of Jesus as a faithful and a merciful high priest in the service of God. 
The same God who appointed Jesus as His Son also appointed Him as high priest forever. Melchizedek was the 
first priest mentioned in scripture (see Genesis 14:18-20) and as the archetype of all priesthood, validates Jesus' 
priesthood as different from and superior to the Levitical priesthood. God heard and answered Jesus' prayers; 
the evidence was Jesus' resurrection. As He suffered, Jesus gained experiential knowledge of what being human 
involved. In this way, Jesus was perfected as our Great High Priest.

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to him, “You 
are my Son, today I have begotten you”; as he says also in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to 
the order of Melchizedek.” In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries 
and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submis-
sion. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made perfect, 
he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by God a high priest 
according to the order of Melchizedek.
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (12:20-33)

Priest    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People    Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was 
from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told Andrew; then 
Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 
be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this 
world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant 
be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. “Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Fa-
ther, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing 
there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This 
voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world 
will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to 
indicate the kind of death he was to die.”

Priest    The Gospel of the Lord.
People    Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily    The Reverend Cheryl Brainard
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The Nicene Creed 

Officiant and People together

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The response to each petition:
Lord, in your mercy...   Hear our prayer.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.
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The Holy Communion
 

Eucharist Prayer B    BCP p. 367

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise

The Celebrant continues, concluding with:
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heav-
en, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People
 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
       Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
       Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People 
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues, concluding with:
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and  glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

Celebrant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
     hallowed be thy Name, 
     thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done, 
         on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those 
         who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, 
     and the power, and the glory, 
     for ever and ever. Amen.



The Fraction
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
Therefore let us keep the feast.

The Communion of the People

Post-Communion Prayer     (Celebrant and People)
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing 

Dismissal
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 

X  X  X
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Musicians
John Sullivan, Organist and Choirmaster

Shelly DiLoreto, violin
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St. James Parish
25 South Third Street  w Wilmington, NC 28401  w (910) 763-1628  w parish@stjamesp.org

@stjamesp          @stjamesparish

S T J A M E S P . O R G

Mt. Lebanon Chapel

Celebrant: The Reverend Chris Hamby

The flowers today are given to the Glory of God and in honor of 
Lucian Adams Hodges, Leila Brown Hodges, 

Narcissus Cummings Garner, and James Stephens Garner.


