
Winter Worship
Sunday 28 March 2021

The Sunday of the Passion:

Palm Sunday
Gathering Music    (Sung by the music team; the congregation is invited to listen)  

Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name.
Bless the Lord my soul, who leads me into life.

Opening 
Forty days alone, 

a wilderness of thoughts, 
tempting and inviting thoughts, 

which could so easily have distracted you 
from your task, your mission,

your vision.
Yet you emerged, stronger and more attuned 

to all that had to be done, 
despite a time constraint 

that to our eyes would have seemed hopeless.
We too live in stressful times. 

Demands are made of our time, 
that leave so little 

for the important things of life. 
We are easily distracted 

in the wilderness of our lives, 
by every call to go this way or that,

to turn stone to bread 
leap from mountains, 

and do all that would keep us from the truth.
We listen to the voices of this world, 

and ignore the one who endured all this 
and so much more, 

and emerged triumphant, 
that we might not have to suffer so.

Forgive us, Father, 
when we get distracted from our task. 

Forgive us those times when we try 
to be all things to all people, 

and lose sight of what you've truly called us  to do. 



The Confession 
 All Forgive those things we have done

which have caused you sadness,
and those things we should have done
that would have brought you joy.
In both we have failed 
ourselves and you.
Bring us back to that place
where our journey began,
when we said that we would follow
the way that you first trod.
Lead us to the Cross
and meet us there. 

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great 
humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Song of Prayer:   (Sung by the music team; the congregation is invited to listen) John Sullivan 

Holy God,
Holy and mighty,

Holy immortal one,
Have mercy upon us.

A Prayer for the Evening  
  You chose a people for your own,

to lavish love upon,
raised up prophets, priests, and kings,
to be the nation through which
the Messiah would be revealed to the world,
and through whom your kingdom would come.
You chose this people gathered here
to be your children,
loved and blessed, forgiven
through the one who knew no sin,
the King of Glory, whose crown was made of thorns,
and whose name we raise in worship. Amen.

The Word of God
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Philippians 2:5-11  

Adopt the attitude that was in Christ Jesus: Though he was in the form of God, he did not consider being 
equal with God something to exploit. But he emptied himself by taking the form of a slave and by becoming 
like human beings. When he found himself in the form of a human, he humbled himself by becoming obe-
dient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God highly honored him and gave him a name 
above all names, so that at the name of Jesus everyone in heaven, on earth, and under the earth might bow and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People    Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn:   (Sung by the music team; the congregation is invited to listen)  

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!  
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!  

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
to lay a-side his crown for my soul, for my soul, 

to lay a-side his crown for my soul. 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, 
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing. 

To God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM, 
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

while millions join the theme I will sing. 

And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
and when from death I'm free I'll sing on. 

And when from death I'm free I'll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 

and through eternity I'll sing on.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Mark (15:1—39) 
(The congregation remains seated until indicated. The customary responses before and after the Gospel 
are omitted.)

At daybreak, the chief priests—with the elders, legal experts, and the whole Sanhedrin—formed a plan. They 
bound Jesus, led him away, and turned him over to Pilate. Pilate questioned him, “Are you the king of the 
Jews?”

Jesus replied, “That’s what you say.” The chief priests were accusing him of many things.

Pilate asked him again, “Aren’t you going to answer? What about all these accusations?” But Jesus gave no 
more answers, so that Pilate marveled.

During the festival, Pilate released one prisoner to them, whomever they requested. A man named Barabbas 
was locked up with the rebels who had committed murder during an uprising. The crowd pushed forward 
and asked Pilate to release someone, as he regularly did. Pilate answered them, “Do you want me to release to 
you the king of the Jews?” He knew that the chief priests had handed him over because of jealousy. But the 
chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas to them instead. Pilate replied, “Then what do 
you want me to do with the one you call king of the Jews?”

They shouted back, “Crucify him!”

Pilate said to them, “Why? What wrong has he done?”

They shouted even louder, “Crucify him!”

Pilate wanted to satisfy the crowd, so he released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus whipped, then handed him 
over to be crucified.

The soldiers led Jesus away into the courtyard of the palace known as the governor’s headquarters, and they 
called together the whole company of soldiers. They dressed him up in a purple robe and twisted together a 
crown of thorns and put it on him. They saluted him, “Hey! King of the Jews!” Again and again, they struck 
his head with a stick. They spit on him and knelt before him to honor him. When they finished mocking 
him, they stripped him of the purple robe and put his own clothes back on him. Then they led him out to 
crucify him.

Simon, a man from Cyrene, Alexander and Rufus’ father, was coming in from the countryside. They forced 
him to carry his cross.

(All stand as able.)
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They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which means Skull Place. They tried to give him wine mixed 
with myrrh, but he didn’t take it. They crucified him. They divided up his clothes, drawing lots for them to 
determine who would take what. It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. The notice of the for-
mal charge against him was written, “The king of the Jews.” They crucified two outlaws with him, one on his 
right and one on his left.

People walking by insulted him, shaking their heads and saying, “Ha! So you were going to destroy the temple 
and rebuild it in three days, were you? Save yourself and come down from that cross!”

In the same way, the chief priests were making fun of him among themselves, together with the legal experts. 
“He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save himself. Let the Christ, the king of Israel, come down from the 
cross. Then we’ll see and believe.” Even those who had been crucified with Jesus insulted him.

From noon until three in the afternoon the whole earth was dark. At three, Jesus cried out with a loud shout, 
“Eloi, eloi, lama sabachthani,” which means, “My God, my God, why have you left me?”

After hearing him, some standing there said, “Look! He’s calling Elijah!” Someone ran, filled a sponge with 
sour wine, and put it on a pole. He offered it to Jesus to drink, saying, “Let’s see if Elijah will come to take him 
down.” But Jesus let out a loud cry and died.

The curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. When the centurion, who stood facing 
Jesus, saw how he died, he said, “This man was certainly God’s Son.”

Message: “Recognizing God Among Us” 

Prayers of the People

Leader    Lord Jesus Christ,
People     Be with us, within us, behind us and before us.

Leader    We bind ourselves, O God, today, to the strong name of the Trinity,
People      And we name you: Three in One, One in Three; and claim our place in your community of love.

Leader    We are embraced, loving God, in the community that is the heart not just of our church, but also  
 in the community that is the very heart of who you are,
People  Three in One; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Leader    Within that great love, we are held and treasured. Lord, hear our prayers this evening;
People      We pray for our hurting world.

Leader    That war-makers will find peace.  That the hungry will find food.  That refugees will find shelter.   
 That injustice will be answered with all that is right and good.
People      We pray for all who suffer.

Leader    For those we love dearly.  For those we barely know.  For those whose suffering, we have ignored.   
 Be present in the healing touch of all hands that help the sick and suffering.  And send your Spirit  
 to comfort and protect all who need you.
People      We pray for all who struggle.

Leader    For those who cannot see a way through broken relationships, difficult financial realities, emotional  
 darkness, and deep, deep loneliness. May we find you even in the most helpless places. And may  
 we, your people, be present also in those places, bringing Good News and hope to all who are longing  
 for the true life that only you can provide.
People       We pray for all who are joyful.
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Leader    We rejoice at the promise of new life, and the goodness of each new day.  We celebrate  the move- 
 ment through milestones:  births, graduations, new jobs, new relationships; and the hopes that  
 they bring.  We remember those moments of  blessing in our own lives and we thank you for the  
 opportunity to use our lives to your glory, to live lives that are full and worthy of your calling.

 We lift up to you, Lord, the prayers that you’ve placed on our hearts in our own words at this time... 
 We will intentionally PAUSE for the community present to share their requests, 
 thanksgivings, desires, hopes & joys either out loud or silently.  
    We bind ourselves, O God, today, to the strong name of the Trinity.

People      And we name you:  Three in One, One in Three: and claim our place in your  community of love.

  Leader    Lord Jesus Christ
People      Be with us, within us, behind us, before us.  Amen.

The Peace  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
   And also with you.

THE HOLY EUCHARIST
Music at the Offertory:    (Sung by the music team; the congregation is invited to listen)

When I survey the wondrous cross 
where the young Prince of Glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the cross of Christ, my God: 
all the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to his blood.

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were an offering far too small; 
love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all

.
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The Lord be with you.
   And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
   We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give our thanks and praise.

All thanks and praise
are yours at all times and in all places, 
our true and loving God;
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word,
the Wisdom from on high by whom you 
   created all things. 
You laid the foundations of the world
and enclosed the sea when it burst out from the womb; 
You brought forth all creatures of the earth
and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing,
all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; 
And so as the morning stars sing your praises 
we join the heavenly beings and all creation
as we shout with joy:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth
are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one
who comes in the
name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all,
your Word has never been silent;
you called a people to yourself, 
as a light to the nations, 
you delivered them from bondage
and led them to a land of promise.
Of your grace, you gave Jesus
to be human, to share our life,
to proclaim the coming of your holy reign
and give himself for us, a fragrant offering.
Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, 
you have freed us from sin,
brought us into your life,
reconciled us to you,
and restored us to the glory you intend for us.

We thank you that on the night before he 
died for us Jesus took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, gave it to his friends and said:
“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine,
said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: 
“Drink this, all of you:
this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, 
poured out for you and for all
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”
And so, remembering all that was done for us:
the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, 
longing for Christ’s coming in glory,
and presenting to you these gifts
your earth has formed and human 
    hands have made, 
we acclaim you, O Christ:

Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory!

Send your Holy Spirit upon us
and upon these gifts of bread and wine
that they may be to us
the Body and Blood of your Christ.
Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, 
may be a people of hope, justice and love.

Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of Christ,
and in the fullness of time gather us
with all your people
into the joy of our true eternal home.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
we worship you our God and Creator
in voices of unending praise.

Blessed are you now and for ever.  AMEN.
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Lord's Prayer  (Celebrant and People)
Our Father in heaven,
    hallowed be your Name,
    your kingdom come,
    your will be done,
        on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
    as we forgive those
        who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
    and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
    and the glory are yours,
    now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant continues
We break this bread
to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, 
for we all share in the one bread.

Music during Eucharist:   (Sung by the music team; the congregation is invited to listen)   

Taste and see, taste and see 
the goodness of the Lord.
Oh, taste and see, taste and see 
the goodness of the Lord, of the Lord.

I will bless the Lord at all times.
Praise shall always be on my lips;
my soul shall glory in the Lord;
for God has been so good to me. Refrain

Glorify the Lord with me.
Together let us all praise God's name.
I called the Lord, who answered me;
from all my troubles I was set free. Refrain

Worship the Lord, all you people.
You’ll want for nothing if you ask.
Taste and see that the Lord is good;
in God we need put all our trust. Refrain

.

Post-Communion Prayer (Celebrant and People)

Loving God,
we give you thanks
for restoring us in your image
and nourishing us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood.

Now send us forth
a people forgiven, healed, renewed;
that we may proclaim your love to the world
and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. 
Amen.
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Lord,
It is night.

The night is for stillness.
    Let us be still in the presence of God.

It is night after a long day.
    What has been done has been done;
    What has not been done has not been done;
    Let it be.

The night is dark.
    Let our fears of the darkness of the world
    And in our lives rest in you.

The night is quiet.
    Let the quietness of your peace enfold us,
    All dear to us,
    And all who have no peace.

The night heralds the dawn.
    Let us look expectantly to a new day,
        New joys,
        New possibilities.

In your name we pray.    AMEN

Blessing
Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel with us.  So be swift 
to love.  Make haste to be kind, and the blessing of God be with you always.  AMEN.

Closing Song
Give thanks with a grateful heart;

Give thanks to the Holy One;
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son.

And now let the weak say, "I am strong,"
Let the poor say, "I am rich,

Because of what the Lord has done for us".

Dismissal

Night Prayer


