
EastEr Day

4 April 2021

12:00 noon



THE HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
   

Welcome and Announcements

Prelude: Music for Brass

Procession:  “Jesus Christ is risen today”                                                                                Easter Hymn

The Word of God
Easter Acclamation  BCP 355

Celebrant Alleluia, Christ is risen.  
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest,
    and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
    we worship you, we give you thanks,
    we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
    have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
    Jesus Christ,
    with the Holy Spirit,
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us the gate of ever-
lasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death 
of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons  

The First Reading:  Acts 10:34—43

Commentary
Jewish cultural norms would have kept Peter from sharing the gospel with a Gentile household until God used a powerful vision 
to overcome Peter’s prejudices (see Acts 10:9-16). In the home of Cornelius, a Roman centurion, Peter proclaimed that God deals 
with all people equally through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all, whether Jew or Gentile. In his message, Peter stressed the uni-
versal benefit of Jesus’ ministry. Jesus’ death and resurrection mean life for everyone who comes to Him by faith.

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the 
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning 
in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We 
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are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but 
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God 
as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about 
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.   
The Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1—11
Commentary
It appears that many of the Corinthian Christians struggled to accept the fact that the resurrection of Jesus Christ was not only 
spiritual, but physical as well. Paul stressed three facts: Christ died for our sins, He was buried, confirming His death, and He 
was raised to life on the third day. Jesus’ bodily resurrection was proof that God accepted His Son’s death on the cross as the suf-
ficient sacrifice for the sins of the world. Paul also pointed out that the resurrected Christ was seen by many reputable witnesses 
before His ascension into heaven.

I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which 
also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you--unless 
you have come to believe in vain. For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died 
for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred broth-
ers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the 
apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an 
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not 
been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them--though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 
Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.

Sequence Procession: “The strife is o’er, the battle done” Victory

The Gospel: John 20:1—18

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had 
been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 
said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and 
the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on 
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the 
other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and 
I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she 
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing 
him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 
him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus 
said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 
‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord.
People   Praise to you,  Lord Christ.
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The Sermon  The Reverend Michael Singer

The Nicene Creed               
                                                                                                                                                             

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

The response to each petition:
Risen Lord...   Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Easter Collect.

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you.
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The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth.  

But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious  resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is 
the  true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken  away the sin of the world. By his death he has 
destroyed  death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 
human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the 
whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 
all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his 
death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink 
of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you 
in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal king-
dom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all 
honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Communion of the People
 (Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.)

The Postcommunion Prayer                                                                                                                                         

Priest and People
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

Retiring Procession: “The day of resurrection! ”                                                                           Ellacombe

The Dismissal    
  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude: Music for Brass 

X  X  X

The flowers at the altar are given to  the Glory of God  and in loving memory  of  
Martha Patterson Kidder, George Everard Kidder, and Pat Kidder Crittenden.
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The Reverend Cheryl Brainard,  Celebrant
The   Reverend Michael  Singer, Preacher

Musicians
John Sullivan, Organist  and Choirmaster

Barry Bauguess, Trumpet
Pat Dougherty, Trumpet

Mark Whitfield, Trombone
Matt Driscoll, Trombone
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