
The Day of Pentecost
Sunday 23 May 2021

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

10:30 a.m.

Hail thee, festival day! blest day that art hallowed for ever, 
day when the Holy Ghost shone in the world with God’s grace. 

Lo, in the likeness of fire, on those who await his appearing,
he whom the Lord fore told suddenly, swiftly descends: Refrain

Forth from the Father he comes with sevenfold mystical offering, 
pouring on all human souls infinite riches of God: Refrain

Hark! for in myriad tongues Christ’s own, his chosen apostles,
preach to the ends of the earth Christ and his wonderful works: Refrain

Praise to the Spirit of Life, all praise to the fount of our being,
light that dost lighten all, life that in all dost abide: Refrain

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant Alleluia, Christ is risen.  
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Hymn  “Hail thee, festival day!”    Salve festa dies
The hymns today will be sung by appointed  singers in the choir loft; the congregation is invited to listen.
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Song of Praise: Canticle 13 John Rutter
 Sung by appointed  singers in the choir loft; the congregation is invited to listen.  

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
    you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
    on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
    in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 
O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to them the light of your Holy 
Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy 
comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons 
A reading from Acts (2:1-21)

Commentary:
At the beginning of Jesus' earthly ministry, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in the form of a dove (see Luke 
3:22). Now, as Jesus' disciples began their ministry in the church era, the Holy Spirit descended upon them in rush-
ing wind and fire. The same Spirit who indwelt and empowered Jesus' ministry would now indwell and empower 
Jesus' disciples. Fire and wind symbolized the presence of God; believers received a visual as well as an audible 
indication the Holy Spirit had come. Speaking in unlearned languages was the outward evidence of God's inner 
working in the disciples. Peter, representing the disciples, addressed the crowd. Peter cited Joel's prophecy as an illus-
tration of the process begun that day, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Di-
vided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were 
devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and 
was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, 
they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds 
of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered 
and said, “They are filled with new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken 
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through the prophet Joel: `In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall 
dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they 
shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and 
smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great 
and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *
 and so you renew the face of the earth.
May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; *
 may the Lord rejoice in all his works.
He looks at the earth and it trembles; *
 he touches the mountains and they smoke.
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *
 I will praise my God while I have my being.
May these words of mine please him; *
 I will rejoice in the Lord.
Bless the Lord, O my soul. *
 Hallelujah!

A reading from 1 Romans (8:22-27)
Commentary:
These verses from Romans are part of a passage in which Paul wrote about present suffering and future glory. The 
whole creation suffers as a result of past events, but also as a sign of coming deliverance. God's gift of the Holy Spirit 
at the beginning of the Christian life is His pledge that He will complete the process of salvation. Christian hope is 
based on faith that God has more in store for believers than is presently theirs. Hope sustains us in our suffering, 
and the Holy Spirit helps us when we pray. Even when we do not know how to pray, the Holy Spirit intercedes for 
us with God the Father.

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of 
our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But 
if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for 
we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And 
God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 104:25-35, 37

O Lord, how manifold are your works! *
 in wisdom you have made them all;
 the earth is full of your creatures.
Yonder is the great and wide sea
with its living things too many to number, *
 creatures both small and great.
There move the ships,
and there is that Leviathan, *
 which you have made for the sport of it.
All of them look to you *
 to give them their food in due season.
You give it to them; they gather it; *
 you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
You hide your face, and they are terrified; *
 you take away their breath,
 and they die and return to their dust.
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Hymn  “Put forth, O God, thy Spirit’s might”   Caithness
Sung by appointed  singers in the choir loft; the congregation is invited to listen.

Put forth, O God, thy Spirit’s might and bid thy Church increase, 
in breadth and length, in depth and height, her unity and peace.

Let works of darkness disappear before thy conquering light;
let hatred and tormenting fear pass with the passing night.

Let what apostles learned of thee be ours from age to age;
their steadfast faith our unity, their peace our heritage.

O Judge divine of human strife! O Vanquisher of pain! 
To know thee is eternal life, to serve thee is to reign.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (15:26-27; 16:4b-15)

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have been 
with me from the beginning. “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But 
now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said 
these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that 
I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And 
when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because 
they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; 
about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. “I still have many things to say to you, 
but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will 
not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 
He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For 
this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

                                    

The Sermon  The Reverend Phillip Craig 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows               

Celebrant  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?
People  I do.
   

Celebrant    Do you believe in God the Father?
People    I believe in God, the Father almighty,
         creator of heaven and earth.
   

Celebrant    Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People    I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
         He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
                 and born of the Virgin Mary.
         He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
                 was crucified, died, and was buried.
         He descended to the dead.

            On the third day he rose again.
         He ascended into heaven,
                 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
         He will come again to judge the 
       living and the dead.
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Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit,
         the holy catholic Church,
         the communion of saints,
         the forgiveness of sins,
         the resurrection of the body,
         and the life everlasting.
  

Celebrant    Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People         I will, with God’s help.
  

Celebrant    Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People         I will, with God’s help.
  

Celebrant   Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People         I will, with God’s help.
  

Celebrant   Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ?
People         I will, with God’s help.
  

Celebrant   Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People         I will, with God’s help.
  

Celebrant   May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water  
                      and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his              
                      grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The response to each petition:
Come, Holy Spirit, come.

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you.

            On the third day he rose again.
         He ascended into heaven,
                 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
         He will come again to judge the 
       living and the dead.
  

The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem:    tune: Veni Creator Spiritus, plainsong mode 8
arr. John Sullivan

Sung by appointed  singers in the choir loft; the congregation is invited to listen.

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, and lighten with celestial fire. 
Thou the anointing Spirit art, who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
Thy blessed unction from above is comfort, life, and fire of love. 
Enable with perpetual light the dullness of our blinded sight.
Anoint and cheer our soiled face with the abundance of thy grace. 
Keep far our foes, give peace at home: where thou art guide, no ill can come.
Teach us to know the Father, Son, and thee, of both, to be but One, 
that through the ages all along, this may be our endless song:
Praise to thy eternal merit, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

       Latin, 9th c.; tr. John Cosin



The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. In fulfillment of his true promise, the Holy Spirit came down on this day 
from heaven, lighting upon the disciples, to teach them and to lead them into all truth; uniting peoples of 
many tongues in the confession of one faith, and giving to your Church the power to serve you as a royal 
priesthood, and to preach the Gospel to all nations.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Communion of the People
 (Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.)

Communion Hymn:   “O Holy Spirit, by whose breath” Melcombe

Sung by appointed  singers in the choir loft; the congregation is invited to listen.

O Holy Spirit, by whose breath,
life rises vibrant out of death;
come to create, renew, inspire;
come, kindle in our hearts your fire.

You are the seeker’s sure resource,
of burning love the living source,
protector in the midst of strife,
the giver and the Lord of life.

In you God’s energy is shown,
to us your varied gifts make known.
Teach us to speak, teach us to hear;
yours is the tongue and yours the ear.

Flood our dull senses with your light;
in mutual love our hearts unite.
Your power the whole creation fills;
confirm our weak, uncertain wills.

From inner strife grant us release;
turn nations to the ways of peace.
To fuller life your people bring
that as one body we may sing;

Praise to the Father, Christ, his Word,
and to the Spirit: God the Lord,
to whom all honor, glory be
both now and for eternity.

The Postcommunion Prayer                                                                                                                                         

Priest and People
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
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Hymn  “Go forth for God, go to the world in peace”   National Hymn
The hymns today will be sung by appointed  singers in the choir loft; the congregation is invited to listen.

Go forth for God, go to the world in peace; be of good courage, armed with heavenly grace,
in God's good Spirit daily to increase, till in the kingdom we see face to face.

Go forth for God, go to the world in love; strengthen the faint, give courage to the weak;
help the afflicted; richly from above his love supplies the grace and power we seek.

Go forth for God, go to the world in strength; hold fast the good, be urgent for the right;  
render to no one evil; Christ at length shall overcome all darkness with his light.

Go forth for God, go to the world in joy, to serve God's people every day and hour, 
and serving Christ, our every gift employ, rejoicing in the Holy Spirit's power.

The Dismissal   
  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

Postlude   

Celebrant: The Reverend Cheryl Brainard
Preacher: The Reverend Phillip Craig

The flowers at the altar are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of 
John W. and Mamie D. Parker, Joe L. Jenkins, and Martha Jenkins Gordon.


