
The Sixth Sunday 
after Pentecost

Sunday 4 July 2021

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

10:30 a.m.

Prelude:  Prelude on Simple Gifts       John Sullivan

Welcome and Announcements

Hymn 1 Christe sanctorum

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



2  The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  |  St. James Parish

Song of Praise: S-280 (Glory to God) Robert Powell
  

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant us the 
grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to one another 
with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons 
A reading from Ezekiel (2:1-5)

 Commentary: 
Ezekiel was a priest as well as a prophet and his book reflects his interest in priestly things, such as the glory of God 
and the future temple. Ezekiel's entire prophetic purpose was to remind the exiled Israelites of the sins which were 
grounds for their punishment, while also providing faith-strengthening hope of future restoration and blessing. 
Ezekiel saw a vision of God's glory (see Ezekiel 1) and was now ready to receive his commission as God's servant. 
The people might choose to listen to him or not, but Ezekiel would not change his God-given message to satisfy his 
hearers. As a result of Ezekiel's ministry, the people would know that a prophet had been among them.

The Lord said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. And when he spoke to me, 
a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. He said to me, Mortal, I am 
sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors 
have transgressed against me to this very day. The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending you 
to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord God.” Whether they hear or refuse to hear (for they 
are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 123

All sing the psalm verses
and repeated antiphon.

To you I lift up my / eyes, *
to you enthroned in the / heavens.
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their / masters, *
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her / mistress,

Second half of chant:
So our eyes look to the Lord our / God, *
until he show us his / mercy.

Antiphon

A reading from 2 Corinthians (12:2-10)
Commentary:

In referring to his vision, Paul spoke of himself in the third person, probably to minimize the appearance of 
boasting. What Paul heard in heaven was a personal message, there is no indication that he ever revealed what 
God had said to him. However, the message had the effect of strengthening Paul's faith and giving him the 
assurance that God would richly reward his sufferings. Paul was in no danger of becoming overly impressed with 
himself, he had been given a thorn in his flesh, a reminder of his human limitations. Paul desperately wanted the 
thorn removed, but God intended something better, though not more comfortable. God used the thorn to teach 
Paul dependence on God and the sufficiency of His grace. Paul learned that success does not depend on natural 
abilities, but on God's power at work in and through His servants.

I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body 
or out of the body I do not know; God knows. And I know that such a person—whether in the body or 
out of the body I do not know; God knows— was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to 
be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I 
will not boast, except of my weaknesses. But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the 
truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from me, 
even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a 
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. Three 
times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 
you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may dwell in me. Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have / mercy, *
for we have had more than enough of con-/tempt,
Too much of the scorn of the indolent / rich, *
and of the derision of the / proud. 

Antiphon
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Hymn 671  New Britain

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (6:1-13)

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the sabbath he began to teach in the syn-
agogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is 
this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the 
carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here 
with us?” And they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in 
their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.” And he could do no deed of power there, 
except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief. Then 
he went about among the villages teaching. He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and 
gave them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; 
no bread, no bag, no money in their belts; but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them, 
“Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any place will not welcome you and they 
refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” So they 
went out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who 
were sick and cured them. 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon    The Reverend Chris Hamby

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People

The response to each petition:
Lord, have mercy.

Confession of Sin and Absolution

Officiant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem:  Sung by the choir  tune: Duke Street, arr. John Sullivan

O God, beneath thy guiding hand our noble fathers crossed the sea;
And when they trod the wintry strand, with prayer and psalm they worshipped thee.

Laws, freedom, truth, and faith in God came with those seekers o’er the waves;
And where the pilgrim feet have trod, the God they trusted guards their graves.

And here thy Name, O God of love, their children’s children shall adore
Till these eternal hills remove, and spring adorns the earth no more.

Thou heard’st, well pleased, the song, the prayer: thy blessing came; and still its power
Shall onward, through all ages, bear the memory of that holy hour.

Leonard Bacon (alt.)



The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

The Celebrant continues, concluding with
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Communion of the People (Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.)

Communion motet:   Sung by the choir tune: Simple Gifts, arr. John Sullivan

‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free,
‘Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be,
And when we find ourselves in the place just right,
‘Twill be in the valley of love and delight.
When true simplicity is gained
To bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed,
To turn, turn will be our delight,
Till by turning, turning we come ‘round right.

text: Shaker song, 18th century

The Postcommunion Prayer                                                                                                                                         

Priest and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
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Hymn 718 National Hymn

The Dismissal   
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude:  1. Processional Eternal Father, Strong to Save  (from A Patriotic Suite)  Charles Callahan


