
Holy Baptism
The Seventh Sunday 

after Pentecost
Sunday 11 July 2021

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

9:30 a.m. 
Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may know and 
understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

The Lesson
 

A reading from Ephesians (1:3-14)

Commentary:
The subject of Ephesians is the church and the crucial role it fills within God’s great, eternal plan. Paul began this 
letter with praise because of what God has done for the believer. Through union with Jesus Christ, we are spiritually 
with Him in the spiritual realms. God called us to be His children; Jesus made our adoption possible by His death. 
Since God loves His Son, those who are in Christ can rejoice that we, too, are objects of God’s love. The mystery re-
vealed is God’s purpose to bring everything into submission to Jesus Christ in the future. The message of truth is for 
all who will accept it, whether Jew or Gentile.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual bless-
ing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blame-
less before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good 
pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he 
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things 
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in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according 
to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the 
first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised 
Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his 
glory.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (6:14-29)

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

King Herod heard of Jesus and his disciples, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, “John the 
baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” But others said, 
“It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he 
said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound 
him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. 
For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a 
grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a 
righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked 
to listen to him. But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and 
officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod 
and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” And he solemnly 
swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” She went out and said to her 
mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” Immediately she rushed back 
to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” The king 
was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately 
the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 
brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples 
heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Homily    The Reverend Chris Hamby

~  Leslie Beecher Carse   ~
Child of Leslie and Kyle Carse

~  Sawyer Joseph Frost  ~
Child of Heather and Joseph Frost

~  Peyton Ellis Powell  ~
Child of Helen and Jess Powell

 

Presentation of the Candidate     BCP p. 301 

Parents and Godparents  
I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.  

Holy Baptism
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Celebrant 
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 
Parents and Godparents 
 I will, with God’s help.  

Celebrant 
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God’s help.

The Celebrant asks the following questions of the Parents and Godparents who speak on behalf of the candidate

Question   Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
Answer   I renounce them.
Question   Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
Answer   I renounce them.
Question   Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Answer   I renounce them.
Question   Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Answer   I do.
Question   Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer   I do.
Question   Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer   I do.
The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying
Celebrant   Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?
People        We will.

The Baptismal Covenant        304
   

Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father?
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty,
             creator of heaven and earth.
   

Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
             He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
                        and born of the Virgin Mary.
             He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
                        was crucified, died, and was buried.
             He descended to the dead.
                On the third day he rose again.
             He ascended into heaven,
                        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
             He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
   



Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit,
             the holy catholic Church,
             the communion of saints,
             the forgiveness of sins,
             the resurrection of the body,
             and the life everlasting.
   
Celebrant   Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
People  I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
People   I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People  I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ?
People  I will, with God’s help.
   

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
People  I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidates    305
Celebrant      Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth.
Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People       Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader      Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
People       Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader       Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People       Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader       Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People      Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader       Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People       Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader       Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People        Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader       Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People        Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in  
  the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns  
  now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water          306
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People   And also with you.         
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

4  The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  |  St. James 



The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  |  St. James Parish  5

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of cre-
ation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it 
your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, 
to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. We thank you, 
Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. 
Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 
fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.
At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from 
sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the 
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Baptism          307

Celebrant N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Celebrant   Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants 
the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. 
Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love 
you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

Celebrant:   N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever.
   Let us welcome the newly baptized.
Celebrant and People
  We receive you into the household of God.  Confess the faith of Christ crucified,   
  proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.
 
The Peace 
Celebrant: The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer A 361

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.  

The Celebrant continues, concluding with
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

(The Sanctus follows immediately overleaf.)



Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.



Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Communion of the People
 (Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.)

The Postcommunion Prayer                                                                                                                                         

Priest and People
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing

The Dismissal   

  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.
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Celebrant: The Reverend Cheryl Brainard
Preacher: The Reverend Chris Hamby

Musician
Tim Ford, guitar

As mask restrictions lift, we ask that you please continue to respect social distancing recommen-
dations, especially around those who have chosen to continue wearing masks at this time.
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Mt. Lebanon Chapel

Our Message to Visitors

Please know we appreciate so much that you have decided to worship with us today at St. 
James. Our Mission is to welcome all to grow in love of God and neighbor.  So no matter 

where you come from or where you are going, no matter what you believe or what you doubt, 
no matter what you feel or don’t feel today, you are welcome at St. James to be met by a God 
who knows you by name, who knows your heart, who knows your mind, and who wants to 
have a relationship with you.

Please provide your name and contact information on our Visitor Card for more information 
about St. James Episcopal Church and Mt. Lebanon Chapel.


