
The Twelfth Sunday 
after Pentecost

Sunday 15 August 2021

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

10:30 a.m.

Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Hymn 7 Ratisbon

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Song of Praise: S-280 (Glory to God) Robert Powell
  

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: 
Give us grace to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps 
of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons 
A reading from Proverbs (9:1-6)  The Holy Bible (NRSV) p. 580

 Commentary: 
The stated purpose of the Book of Proverbs is to impart wisdom to the reader; the words 'wise' and 'wisdom' appear 
about 125 times in Proverbs. In this passage, Wisdom is personified as a woman who has built her house and 
prepared her feast. Wisdom's invitation is similar to the one Jesus extended to everyone to come to His feast (see 
Matthew 22:1-14), which reinforces the connection between wisdom and responding positively to God's Word.

Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn her seven pillars. She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed 
her wine, she has also set her table. She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls from the highest places in the 
town, “You that are simple, turn in here!” To those without sense she says, “Come, eat of my bread and drink 
of the wine I have mixed. Lay aside immaturity, and live, and walk in the way of insight.”

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.



Keep your tongue from evil-/speaking *
 and your lips from lying / words.
Turn from evil and do / good; *
 seek peace and pur-/sue it.

Antiphon

The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  |  St. James Parish  3

Psalm 34:9-14

The Holy Bible (NRSV) p. 1067

All sing the psalm verses
and repeated antiphon.
 

Fear the Lord, you that are his / saints, *
 for those who fear him lack / nothing.
The young lions lack and suffer / hunger, *
 but those who seek the Lord, lack nothing that is / good.

Antiphon

Come, children, and / listen to me; *
 I will teach you the fear of the / Lord,
Who among you loves / life *
 and desires long life to enjoy pros-/perity?

Antiphon

A reading from Ephesians (5:15-20)    The Holy Bible (NRSV) p. 1069

Commentary:
In verses preceding this passage, Paul urged his readers to walk in love and as children of the light. In this passage, 
the emphasis is on walking in wisdom. Living wisely means making use of every opportunity to please and glorify 
God. The unwise simply lack wisdom, but the foolish behave contrary to what they know to be right. Wise people 
not only make the most of their time, they also seek to discern and follow God's will, welcoming the moment by 
moment guidance of the Holy Spirit. People directed by God's Spirit are joyful, and they are thankful.

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most of the time, because the 
days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, 
for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among 
yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the Father at all 
times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn 488  Slane

The Holy Gospel: John 6:51-58     The Holy Bible (NRSV) p. 975

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.          

Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” The Jews then disputed among themselves, 
saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat 
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my flesh and drink my 
blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true 
drink. Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent 
me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came 
down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will 
live forever.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon    The Reverend Cheryl Brainard

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
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Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People

The response to each petition:
Lord, have mercy.

Confession of Sin and Absolution

Officiant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you.

As newborn stars were stirred to song when all things came to be, 
as Miriam and Moses sang when Israel was set free, 
so music bursts unbidden forth when God-filled hearts rejoice, 
to waken awe and gratitude and give mute faith a voice.

In psalms that raise the singer’s sense to universal truths, 
in prophet’s dark-toned oracle or hymn of three brave youths: 
the song of faith and praise endured through those God called to be 
a chosen people bearing light for all the world to see.

When God’s redeeming Word took flesh to make salvation sure, 
unheeding hearts attuned to strife refused love’s overture. 
Yet to the end the song went on: a supper’s parting hymn, 
a psalm intoned on dying lips when sun and hope grew dim.

But silence won no victory there; a rest was all it scored 
before glad alleluias rose to greet the risen Lord. 
The church still keeps that song alive, for death has lost its sting, 
and with the gift of life renewed the heart will ever sing.

Carl P. Daw, Jr.
.

The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem:  Sung by the choir  tune: Alexandra, John Karl Hirten



The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

The Celebrant continues, concluding with
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Communion of the People (Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.)

Hymn 309   O Welt, ich muss dich lassen

The Postcommunion Prayer                                                                                                                                         

Priest and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
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Hymn 527 Ton-y-Botel

The Dismissal   
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude


