
The Fourteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost

Sunday 29 August 2021

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

8:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest,
    and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
    we worship you, we give you thanks,
    we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
    have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
    Jesus Christ,
    with the Holy Spirit,
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 

GLord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your 
Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with all goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good 
works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever 
and ever. Amen.

The Holy Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around him, they noticed 
that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, 
and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 
and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions 
that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, 
“Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” He said 
to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their 
lips, but their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ You 
abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” Then he called the crowd again and said 
to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can 

The Lesson: James (1:17-27)  
Commentary:

The purpose of James' letter was to exhort believers to Christian maturity and holiness of life. To that end, this 
letter deals more with the practice of the Christian faith than with its precepts. Every act of gift giving, every perfect 
gift, has its source in God and the greatest of God's gifts is new life in Jesus Christ. James advised silence and calm 
over complaining and anger in order to grow in righteousness. Not only are believers to listen to the Word, they 
are to put into practice what they profess to believe. The law of God is perfect and it is a law of liberty, because in 
obedience is found true freedom. Consistent commitment to God, obedience to His Word, love of others and holy 
living are all hallmarks of genuine religion.

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth 
by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. You must understand this, 
my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does not produce 
God's righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome 
with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not 
merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those 
who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what 
they were like. But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers 
who forget but doers who act-they will be blessed in their doing. If any think they are religious, and do not 
bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled 
before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained 
by the world.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.
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defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil 
intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, 
pride, folly. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

 
The Sermon  The Reverend Phillip Craig, Jr.

The Nicene Creed               

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

The response to each petition:
Lord, have mercy.
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Confession of Sin and Absolution

Officiant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you.

The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.  

The Celebrant continues, concluding with
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.
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Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and 
become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share 
our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 
the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.



The Communion of the People
(Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.)

The Postcommunion Prayer 

Priest and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

The Dismissal 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People  Thanks be to God.
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Celebrant
The Reverend Cheryl Brainard

Preacher
The Reverend Phillip Craig, Jr.

Musician
Toree McLamb, flute

X  X  X

(9:30 am)
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Our Message to Visitors

Please know we appreciate so much that you have decided to worship with us today at St. 
James. Our Mission is to welcome all to grow in love of God and neighbor.  So no matter 

where you come from or where you are going, no matter what you believe or what you doubt, 
no matter what you feel or don’t feel today, you are welcome at St. James to be met by a God 
who knows you by name, who knows your heart, who knows your mind, and who wants to 
have a relationship with you.

Please provide your name and contact information on our Visitor Card for more information 
about St. James Episcopal Church and Mt. Lebanon Chapel.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 
SJDS FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL 
8:30 AM-12:30 PM| SJDS

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE MEETING
5:00-7:00 PM| Great Hall

EPISCO-POSSE BIBLE STUDY
8:15 PM| Zoom

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
NO EVENTS PLANNED

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
NO EVENTS PLANNED

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
SUNRISE SERENITY AL-ANON
7:45-9:45 AM|Bishop Wright Room

*BYOS:  Bring Your Own Supplies if you plan to sit outside- Please bring your own chairs, picnic blankets, etc.

MON.- FRI., AUG. 30- SEPT. 3
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom 

MONDAY, AUGUST 30
SPIRITUAL GROWTH COMMITTEE
4:00 PM| Zoom

FELLOWSHIP AA
7:00 PM| Great Hall

TUESDAY, AUGUST 31
EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
9:00-11:30 AM| Great Hall or Zoom

SJDS OPEN HOUSE
10:00-11:30 AM| SJDS

MEN’S AL ANON
5:15-7:00 PM| Great Hall

WDAA BASKETBALL PRACTICE
6:30-8:30 PM| Perry Hall

EDITORIAL DEADLINES:  The deadline for the Sept. 7th e-blast is Friday, Sept. 3rd. Please use online form to submit.

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 5
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
8:00 AM | St. James Parish 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
8:30 AM | Mt. Lebanon Chapel  BYOS*

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
9:30 AM | Mt. Lebanon Chapel  BYOS*

ONLINE RITE II LIVE STREAM
9:30 AM | St. James Website or Facebook

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
10:30 AM | St. James Parish 

THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES
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STAFF
  

The Rev. Chris Hamby
 

Associate Rector  The Rev. Cheryl Brainard 
   Organist/Choirmaster  John Sullivan 

Facilities Administrator  
   

outh Minis   Cookie Cantwell     
Day School Director      Erin Becker

 Registrar  | Property & Maintenance Manager   

 

Visit us online: stjamesp.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stjamesp

 
Office: 910-763-1628

Maria Hollopeter

 Sexton Joey Dobson

Instagram: @stjamesparish

Senior Warden Steve Thomas
Junior Warden Jane Martin

Treasurer Mike Brown | Clerk Diane MacAskill
Class 2021 | Watson Barnes | Pem Jenkins | Jane Martin | Jim Spruill

Class 2022 | Caroline Cone | Berta Hamilton | Brian McMerty | Steve Thomas
Class 2023 | Kay Dougherty | Tom Hackler | Leslie Jarrett | Al Marr 

Associate Rector  
Rector The Rev. C. Phillip Craig Jr.

Children’s Ministries

Marybeth Tallman Wes Clewis

Bill McKenzie


