
The Fifteenth Sunday 
after Pentecost

Sunday 5 September 2021

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

10:30 a.m.
Prelude

Welcome and Announcements

Hymn 47 Gott sei dank

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise: S-280 (Glory to God) Robert Powell
  

(continued overleaf )
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Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their 
own strength, so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons 
A reading from Isaiah (35:4-7a)  The Holy Bible (NRSV) p. 649

 Commentary: 
Isaiah had a lot to say about both judgment (see Isaiah 34) and blessing. These verses are part of a longer prophetic 
passage that depicts a desert turned into a garden. Isaiah encouraged his readers to keep their eyes on God, who 
would deliver them. In that day, former limitations will no longer burden believers. Instead, they will experience 
blessings as abundant as flowing waters.

Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless 
sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146

All sing the psalm verses
and repeated antiphon.
 

Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, O my / soul! *
 I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my / being.
Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of / earth, *
 for there is no / help in them.
 
Antiphon
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The Holy Bible (NRSV) p. 1067

When they breathe their last, they return to / earth, *
 and in that day their thoughts / perish.
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their / help! *
 whose hope is in the Lord their / God;
 
Antiphon
 
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is / in them; *
 who keeps his promise for / ever;
Who gives justice to those who are op-/pressed, *
 and food to those who / hunger.
 
Antiphon
 
The Lord sets the prisoners free;
the Lord opens the eyes of the / blind; *
 the Lord lifts up those who are bowed / down;
The Lord loves the righteous;
the Lord cares for the / stranger; *
 he sustains the orphan and widow,
 but frustrates the way of the / wicked.
 

A reading from James (2:1-10, 14-17)    The Holy Bible (NRSV) p. 1102

Commentary:
James continued to urge his readers to grow in Christian maturity and holiness through the practice of their 
faith. In this passage, James dealt with the problem of favoritism, a manifestation of inconsistent love for other 
people. James tells us to treat every individual, regardless of circumstances, as we would treat ourselves. Showing 
favoritism breaks the fundamental law of love for neighbor. Obedience to God's will cannot be selective because 
the entire law is the expression of God's will for His people. Hearing God's Word and talking about God's Word 
cannot substitute for doing God's Word. Christians are not saved by good deeds, they are saved for good deeds.

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 
For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty 
clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, 
please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” have you not made distinctions 
among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not 
God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised 
to those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they 
who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? You do 
well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But 
if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the 
whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. What good is it, my brothers and sisters, 
if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks 
daily food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply 
their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.

Second half of chant:
The Lord shall reign for / ever, *
 your God, O Zion, throughout   
 all generations.
 Halle-/lujah!
 
Antiphon
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Hymn 603  St. Botolph

The Holy Gospel: Mark 7:24-37     The Holy Bible (NRSV) p. 919

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.          

Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he 
was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediate-
ly heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoe-
nician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children be fed 
first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Sir, even the 
dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon 
has left your daughter.” So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. Then he 
returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the 
Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to 
lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and 
he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that 
is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then 
Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They 
were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and 
the mute to speak.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon    The Reverend Phillip Craig, Jr.

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 

God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking;
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;
God be at mine end, and at my departing.
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Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People

The response to each petition:
Lord, have mercy.

Confession of Sin and Absolution

Officiant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem:  Sung by the choir  tune: Lytlington, Sydney Hugo Nicholson
arr. John Sullivan

God be in my head, and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking;
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking;
God be in my heart, and in my thinking;
God be at mine end, and at my departing.

Christ be in my mind, and in my seeking;
Christ be in my ears, and in my hearing;
Christ be in my hands, and in my serving
Christ be in my feet, and in my walking;
Christ be at mine end, and at my departing.

Spirit be in my hope, and in my helping;
Spirit be in my soul, and in my praying;
Spirit be in my joy, and in my laughing;
Spirit be in my love, and in my learning;
Spirit be at mine end, and at my departing.

Words: st. 1, Sarum Primer, 1514; st. 2-3, Ronald G. Abrams

The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer A

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.
  Lift up your hearts.
  We lift them to the Lord.
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
  It is right to give him thanks and praise.



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

The Celebrant continues, concluding with
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 
his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
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The Lord’s Prayer

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Communion of the People (Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.)

Hymn 711 (WLP)   Sterling

The Postcommunion Prayer                                                                                                                                         

Priest and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
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and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Hymn 375 Du Lebensbrot, Herr Jesu Christ

The Dismissal   
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude

Celebrant & Preacher 
The Reverend Phillip Craig, Jr.

The flowers at the altar are given to the Glory of God 
and in loving memory of Paul Ingle and William Hale.

X  X  X
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WDAA BASKETBALL PRACTICE
6:30-8:30 PM| Perry Hall

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
PORT CITY JAVA BIBLE STUDY 
7:00 A.M. | PCJ on Racine

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
ST. JAMES CHOIR REHEARSAL
7:00-8:30 PM | Choir Room

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
NO EVENTS PLANNED

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
SUNRISE SERENITY AL-ANON
7:45-9:45 AM|Bishop Wright Room

*BYOS:  Bring Your Own Supplies if you plan to sit outside- Please bring your own chairs, picnic blankets, etc. 

MON.- FRI., SEPT. 6-10
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
LABOR DAY- OFFICE & DAY-
SCHOOL CLOSED | All Day

LIVING IN THE MIDST OF GRIEF
5:00 PM| Zoom or the Graham Parlor

FELLOWSHIP AA
7:00 PM| Great Hall

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
9:00-11:30 AM| Great Hall or Zoom
MEN’S AL ANON
5:15-7:00 PM| Great Hall

YOUTH ADVISOR DINNER
5:30-7:00 PM|TBA

EDITORIAL DEADLINES:  The deadline for the Sept. 14th e-blast is Friday, Sept. 10th. Please use online form to submit.

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 12
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
8:00 AM | St. James Parish 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
8:30 AM | Mt. Lebanon Chapel  BYOS*

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
9:30 AM | Mt. Lebanon Chapel  BYOS*

ONLINE RITE II LIVE STREAM
9:30 AM | St. James Website or Facebook

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
10:30 AM | St. James Parish 

LIVE AT 5 WORSHIP EXPERIENCE
5:00 PM | Mt. Lebanon Chapel BYOS*

THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES
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