
Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation  

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest,
    and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
    we worship you, we give you thanks,
    we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
    have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
    Jesus Christ,
    with the Holy Spirit,
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People And also with you. 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your 
grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Holy Gospel: Mark (9:38-50)
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, be-
cause he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my 
name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, 
whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the re-
ward. “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better 

The Lesson: Numbers (11:4-6,10-16,24-29 )  
Commentary:

The English title of this book refers to the censuses of the Israelites that Moses recorded, one at the beginning (Nu 
1-4) and one toward the end (Nu 26) of Numbers. These two 'numberings' of the people took place as they began 
and ended the years of wilderness wandering. The non-Israelites who came out of Egypt with God's people (see 
Exodus 12:38) soon became discontented with conditions in the desert, particularly the food, and their discontent 
quickly spread to everyone else. Moses apparently felt caught in the middle and took his frustrations to God. The 
Lord lightened Moses' load by providing seventy men to share Moses' responsibility of explaining God's will to the 
people.

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If only we had 
meat to eat! We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, 
the onions, and the garlic; but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to 
look at.” Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their tents. Then 
the Lord became very angry, and Moses was displeased. So Moses said to the Lord, “Why have you treated 
your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on 
me? Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your 
bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child,’ to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors? Where 
am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ I am 
not able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. If this is the way you are going to treat 
me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” So the 
Lord said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the 
people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with 
you.” So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord; and he gathered seventy elders of the 
people, and placed them all around the tent. Then the Lord came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and 
took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon 
them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and 
the other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not 
gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and 
Medad are prophesying in the camp.” And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, 
said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the 
Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!”

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.
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for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes 
you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to 
the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame 
than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better 
for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where 
their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but 
if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

 
The Sermon  The Reverend Cheryl Brainard

The Nicene Creed               

We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayers of the People

The response to each petition:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Confession of Sin and Absolution

Officiant and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

The Peace 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Holy Communion

The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer C (BCP p. 369)

The Lord be with you.
 And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
 We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
 It is right to give him thanks and praise.

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
 Glory to you for ever and ever.

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the plan-
ets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
 By your will they were created and have their being.

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and 
skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we 
turned against one another.
 Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. 
And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us 
the way of freedom and peace.
 By his blood, he reconciled us.
 By his wounds, we are healed.
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And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, 
and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your 
glory, in their unending hymn:

Celebrant and People
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.
       Hosanna in the highest.
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
       Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and the Spirit, 
now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus 
Christ our Lord.

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it to his 
friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.”

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood 
of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
 We celebrate his death and resurrection,
 as we await the day of his coming.

Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of 
coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let 
the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve 
the world in his name.
 Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. 
AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer  (BCP p. 364)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.



Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Communion of the People
 (Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.)

The Postcommunion Prayer                                                                                                                                         

Priest and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

The Dismissal   
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.
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Celebrant & Preacher
The Reverend Cheryl Brainard

Musicians
Steve Mueller, guitar

Shelly DiLoreto, violin

X  X  X

(8:30 am)
(9:30 am)
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Our Message to Visitors

Please know we appreciate so much that you have decided to worship with us today at St. 
James. Our Mission is to welcome all to grow in love of God and neighbor.  So no matter 

where you come from or where you are going, no matter what you believe or what you doubt, 
no matter what you feel or don’t feel today, you are welcome at St. James to be met by a God 
who knows you by name, who knows your heart, who knows your mind, and who wants to 
have a relationship with you.

Please provide your name and contact information on our Visitor Card for more information 
about St. James Episcopal Church and Mt. Lebanon Chapel.

THE PATH BIBLE STUDY
11:00 AM| Graham Parlor or Zoom
HOLY EUCHARIST
12:10 PM| St. James Sanctuary
EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
7:00 PM| Zoom

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
SJDS PARENTS’ NIGHT
6:00 PM| St. James Day School

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1
ST. JAMES PARISH RETREAT
5:00 PM | Trinity Center

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
ST. JAMES PARISH RETREAT
All Day | Trinity Center
QUIET REFLECTION
7:30-8:30 AM| Mt. Lebanon Chapel 
SUNRISE SERENITY AL-ANON
7:45-9:45 AM|Bishop Wright Room

*BYOS:  Bring Your Own Supplies if you plan to sit outside- Please bring your own chairs, picnic blankets, etc. 

MON.- FRI., SEPT. 27- OCT. 1
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
SPIRITUAL GROWTH COM. MEET
4:00 PM| Zoom
FELLOWSHIP AA
7:00 PM| Great Hall

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
9:00-11:30 AM| Great Hall or Zoom
MEN’S AL ANON
5:15-7:00 PM| Great Hall
VOICES OF SCRIPTURE BIBLE STUDY
7:00-8:00 PM| Zoom

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
PORT CITY JAVA BIBLE STUDY 
7:00 A.M. | PCJ on S. 17th Street

EDITORIAL DEADLINES:  The deadline for the Oct. 5th Digital Grapevine is Oct. 1st. Please use online form to submit.

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 3
ST. JAMES PARISH RETREAT
Until 12:00 PM | Trinity Center
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
8:00 AM | St. James Parish 
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
8:30 AM | Mt. Lebanon Chapel  BYOS*
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
9:30 AM | Mt. Lebanon Chapel  BYOS*
ONLINE RITE II LIVE STREAM
9:30 AM | St. James Website or Facebook
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
10:30 AM | St. James Parish 
LIVE AT 5
5:00 PM | St. James Parish
OUT OF THE DARKNESS LUMINARY 
WALK 
6:00 PM | St. James Parish

THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES
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STAFF
  

The Rev. Chris Hamby
 

Associate Rector  The Rev. Cheryl Brainard 
   Organist/Choirmaster  John Sullivan 

Facilities Administrator  
   

outh Minis   Cookie Cantwell     
Day School Director      Erin Becker

 Registrar  | Property & Maintenance Manager   

 

Visit us online: stjamesp.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stjamesp

 
Office: 910-763-1628

Maria Hollopeter

 Sexton Joey Dobson

Instagram: @stjamesparish

Senior Warden Steve Thomas
Junior Warden Jane Martin

Treasurer Mike Brown | Clerk Diane MacAskill
Class 2021 | Watson Barnes | Pem Jenkins | Jane Martin | Jim Spruill

Class 2022 | Caroline Cone | Berta Hamilton | Brian McMerty | Steve Thomas
Class 2023 | Kay Dougherty | Tom Hackler | Leslie Jarrett | Al Marr 

Associate Rector  
Rector The Rev. C. Phillip Craig Jr.

Children’s Ministries

Marybeth Tallman Wes Clewis

Bill McKenzie


