
The Twenty-Third Sunday 
after Pentecost

Sunday 31 October 2021

The Holy Eucharist, Rite I

8:00 a.m.

Page numbers refer to the Book of Common Prayer.

Welcome and Announcements

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation    BCP p. 323

The Collect for Purity    p. 323

Kyrie eleison    p. 324

The Collect of the Day    p. 184

The Lesson: Deuteronomy (6:1—9)   The Holy Bible (NRSV) p. 162
Commentary: 

Deuteronomy is full of instructions and speeches Moses delivered before the Israelites crossed the Jordan River into 
the Promised Land. In these verses, Moses reiterated that God's blessing, in the form of long life, peace, prosperity 
and numerous descendants, was contingent upon their continued obedience to the Lord. Israel's God was to be the 
sole object of worship, allegiance and affection. Not only were the people to love and serve the Lord exclusively, they 
were responsible to teach these timeless truths to the following generations. Remembering God's faithfulness in the 
past is a powerful reminder that He will be faithful in present circumstances.

Moses said: Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that the Lord your God 
charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, so that you and 
your children and your children’s children, may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, and keep 
all his decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so that your days may be long. Hear 
therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may multiply 
greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you. 
Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your might. Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your 
heart. Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when 
you lie down and when you rise. Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, 
and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.

The Word of the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel: Mark (12:28—34)   The Holy Bible (NRSV) p. 926

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

One of the scribes came near and heard the Sadducees disputing with one another, and seeing that Jesus 
answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, 
‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You 
are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love him 
with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as 
oneself,’ —this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he 
answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask 
him any question.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Homily    The Reverend Cheryl Brainard

The Nicene Creed  p. 327

The Prayers of the People      p. 328

Confession of Sin p. 330

The Peace   p. 332

The Holy Communion  (Gluten-free wafers available)

Eucharistic Prayer I p. 333

Sanctus p. 334

The Lord’s Prayer p. 336

The Breaking of the Bread p. 337

Prayer of Humble Access p. 337

The Communion of the People p. 338

Prayer of Thanksgiving p. 339

The Blessing p. 339

The Dismissal p. 339

The flowers at the altar are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
John Nelson & Mable Davis Alexius, John Nelson Alexius Jr.,

Harold Davis and Margaret Bellamy Alexius, and Catherine Alexius Emerson.

Celebrant  & Preacher: The Reverend Cheryl Brainard


