[bookmark: _Hlk60572981]MORNING PRAYER READINGS  September 26-30, 2022 (Proper 21) 
MONDAY: September 26	(PSALM 89: Part 1, beginning at verse 1 to 18 BCP 713)
FIRST LESSON A reading from the Book of Hosea [2:14-23]
14 Therefore, I will now persuade her,
   and bring her into the wilderness,
   and speak tenderly to her. 
15 From there I will give her her vineyards,
   and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.
There she shall respond as in the days of her youth,
   as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt. 
16On that day, says the Lord, you will call me, ‘My husband’, and no longer will you call me, ‘My Baal’. 17For I will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth, and they shall be mentioned by name no more. 18I will make for you a covenant on that day with the wild animals, the birds of the air, and the creeping things of the ground; and I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land; and I will make you lie down in safety. 19And I will take you for my wife for ever; I will take you for my wife in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love, and in mercy. 20I will take you for my wife in faithfulness; and you shall know the Lord. 
21 On that day I will answer, says the Lord,
   I will answer the heavens
   and they shall answer the earth; 
22 and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the oil,
   and they shall answer Jezreel; 
23   and I will sow him for myself in the land.
And I will have pity on Lo-ruhamah,
   and I will say to Lo-ammi, ‘You are my people’;
   and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’
— Here ends the Lesson (or Reading).   [OR The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.]
SECOND LESSON A reading from the Acts of the Apostles [20:17-38]
From Miletus Paul sent a message to Ephesus, asking the elders of the church to meet him. 
18When they came to him, he said to them:
‘You yourselves know how I lived among you the entire time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19serving the Lord with all humility and with tears, enduring the trials that came to me through the plots of the Jews. 20I did not shrink from doing anything helpful, proclaiming the message to you and teaching you publicly and from house to house, 21as I testified to both Jews and Greeks about repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus. 22And now, as a captive to the Spirit, I am on my way to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there, 23except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and persecutions are waiting for me. 24But I do not count my life of any value to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the good news of God’s grace. 
‘And now I know that none of you, among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom, will ever see my face again. 26Therefore I declare to you this day that I am not responsible for the blood of any of you, 27for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. 28Keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God that he obtained with the blood of his own Son. 29I know that after I have gone, savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30Some even from your own group will come distorting the truth in order to entice the disciples to follow them. 31Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to warn everyone with tears. 32And now I commend you to God and to the message of his grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all who are sanctified. 33I coveted no one’s silver or gold or clothing. 34You know for yourselves that I worked with my own hands to support myself and my companions. 35In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” ’ 
When he had finished speaking, he knelt down with them all and prayed. 37There was much weeping among them all; they embraced Paul and kissed him, 38grieving especially because of what he had said, that they would not see him again. Then they brought him to the ship. 
— Here ends the Lesson (or Reading).   [OR The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.]

TUESDAY: September 27					(PSALM 97 & 99 BCP 726)
FIRST LESSON A reading from the Book of Hosea [4:1-10]
Hear the word of the Lord, O people of Israel;
   for the Lord has an indictment against the inhabitants of the land.
There is no faithfulness or loyalty,
   and no knowledge of God in the land. 
2 Swearing, lying, and murder,
   and stealing and adultery break out;
   bloodshed follows bloodshed. 
3 Therefore the land mourns,
   and all who live in it languish;
together with the wild animals
   and the birds of the air,
   even the fish of the sea are perishing. 

4 Yet let no one contend,
   and let none accuse,
   for with you is my contention, O priest. 
5 You shall stumble by day;
   the prophet also shall stumble with you by night,
   and I will destroy your mother. 
6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge;
   because you have rejected knowledge,
   I reject you from being a priest to me.
And since you have forgotten the law of your God,
   I also will forget your children. 

7 The more they increased,
   the more they sinned against me;
   they changed their glory into shame. 
8 They feed on the sin of my people;
   they are greedy for their iniquity. 
9 And it shall be like people, like priest;
   I will punish them for their ways,
   and repay them for their deeds. 
10 They shall eat, but not be satisfied;
   they shall play the whore, but not multiply;
because they have forsaken the Lord
   to devote themselves to whoredom.
— Here ends the Lesson (or Reading).   [OR The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.]
SECOND LESSON A reading from the Acts of the Apostles [21:1-14]
When we had parted from them and set sail, we came by a straight course to Cos, and the next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara. 2When we found a ship bound for Phoenicia, we went on board and set sail. 3We came in sight of Cyprus; and leaving it on our left, we sailed to Syria and landed at Tyre, because the ship was to unload its cargo there. 4We looked up the disciples and stayed there for seven days. Through the Spirit they told Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. 5When our days there were ended, we left and proceeded on our journey; and all of them, with wives and children, escorted us outside the city. There we knelt down on the beach and prayed 6and said farewell to one another. Then we went on board the ship, and they returned home. 
When we had finished the voyage from Tyre, we arrived at Ptolemais; and we greeted the believers and stayed with them for one day. 8The next day we left and came to Caesarea; and we went into the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the seven, and stayed with him. 9He had four unmarried daughters who had the gift of prophecy. 10While we were staying there for several days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 11He came to us and took Paul’s belt, bound his own feet and hands with it, and said, ‘Thus says the Holy Spirit, “This is the way the Jews in Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.” ’ 12When we heard this, we and the people there urged him not to go up to Jerusalem. 13Then Paul answered, ‘What are you doing, weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be bound but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.’ 14Since he would not be persuaded, we remained silent except to say, ‘The Lord’s will be done.’ 
— Here ends the Lesson (or Reading).   [OR The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.]

WEDNESDAY: September 28			(PSALM 101 & 109:1-4,20-30 BCP 730)
FIRST LESSON A reading from the Book of Hosea [4:11-19]
Wine and new wine
   take away the understanding. 
12 My people consult a piece of wood,
   and their divining-rod gives them oracles.
For a spirit of whoredom has led them astray,
   and they have played the whore, forsaking their God. 
13 They sacrifice on the tops of the mountains,
   and make offerings upon the hills,
under oak, poplar, and terebinth,
   because their shade is good. 

Therefore your daughters play the whore,
   and your daughters-in-law commit adultery. 
14 I will not punish your daughters when they play the whore,
   nor your daughters-in-law when they commit adultery;
for the men themselves go aside with whores,
   and sacrifice with temple prostitutes;
thus a people without understanding comes to ruin. 

15 Though you play the whore, O Israel,
   do not let Judah become guilty.
Do not enter into Gilgal,
   or go up to Beth-aven,
   and do not swear, ‘As the Lord lives.’ 
16 Like a stubborn heifer,
   Israel is stubborn;
can the Lord now feed them
   like a lamb in a broad pasture? 

17 Ephraim is joined to idols—
   let him alone. 
18 When their drinking is ended, they indulge in sexual orgies;
   they love lewdness more than their glory. 
19 A wind has wrapped them in its wings,
   and they shall be ashamed because of their altars.
— Here ends the Lesson (or Reading).   [OR The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.]

SECOND LESSON A reading from the Acts of the Apostles [21:15-26]
After these days we got ready and started to go up to Jerusalem. 16Some of the disciples from Caesarea also came along and brought us to the house of Mnason of Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we were to stay. 
When we arrived in Jerusalem, the brothers welcomed us warmly. 18The next day Paul went with us to visit James; and all the elders were present. 19After greeting them, he related one by one the things that God had done among the Gentiles through his ministry. 20When they heard it, they praised God. Then they said to him, ‘You see, brother, how many thousands of believers there are among the Jews, and they are all zealous for the law. 21They have been told about you that you teach all the Jews living among the Gentiles to forsake Moses, and that you tell them not to circumcise their children or observe the customs. 22What then is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come. 23So do what we tell you. We have four men who are under a vow. 24Join these men, go through the rite of purification with them, and pay for the shaving of their heads. Thus all will know that there is nothing in what they have been told about you, but that you yourself observe and guard the law. 25But as for the Gentiles who have become believers, we have sent a letter with our judgement that they should abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols and from blood and from what is strangled and from fornication.’ 26Then Paul took the men, and the next day, having purified himself, he entered the temple with them, making public the completion of the days of purification when the sacrifice would be made for each of them. 
— Here ends the Lesson (or Reading).   [OR The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.]

THURSDAY: September 29				(PSALM 8 & 148 BCP 592)
Holy Day:  ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS (BCP 244)
The psalms and second lesson are from the Daily Office Lectionary for the Holy Day.
FIRST LESSON A reading from the Book of Hosea [5:8—6:6]
8 Blow the horn in Gibeah,
   the trumpet in Ramah.
Sound the alarm at Beth-aven;
   look behind you, Benjamin! 
9 Ephraim shall become a desolation
   on the day of punishment;
among the tribes of Israel
   I declare what is sure. 
10 The princes of Judah have become
   like those who remove the landmark;
on them I will pour out
   my wrath like water. 
11 Ephraim is oppressed, crushed in judgement,
   because he was determined to go after vanity. 
12 Therefore I am like maggots to Ephraim,
   and like rottenness to the house of Judah. 
13 When Ephraim saw his sickness,
   and Judah his wound,
then Ephraim went to Assyria,
   and sent to the great king.
But he is not able to cure you
   or heal your wound. 
14 For I will be like a lion to Ephraim,
   and like a young lion to the house of Judah.
I myself will tear and go away;
   I will carry off, and no one shall rescue. 
15 I will return again to my place
   until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.
   In their distress they will beg my favour: 
‘Come, let us return to the Lord;
   for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us;
   he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 
2 After two days he will revive us;
   on the third day he will raise us up,
   that we may live before him. 
3 Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord;
   his appearing is as sure as the dawn;
he will come to us like the showers,
   like the spring rains that water the earth.’ 

4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?
   What shall I do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,
   like the dew that goes away early. 
5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets,
   I have killed them by the words of my mouth,
   and my judgement goes forth as the light. 
6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
   the knowledge of God rather than burnt-offerings.
— Here ends the Lesson (or Reading).   [OR The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.]
SECOND LESSON A reading from the Revelation to John [5:1-14]
Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne 
a scroll written on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals; 
2and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, 
‘Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?’ 
3And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it. 4And I began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.’ 
Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7He went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne. 8When he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
9They sing a new song:
‘You are worthy to take the scroll
   and to open its seals,
for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God
   saints from every tribe and language and people and nation; 
10 you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God,
   and they will reign on earth.’ 
11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12singing with full voice,
‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honour and glory and blessing!’ 

13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, singing,
‘To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honour and glory and might
for ever and ever!’ 

14And the four living creatures said, ‘Amen!’ 
And the elders fell down and worshipped. 
— Here ends the Lesson (or Reading).   [OR The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.]



FRIDAY: September 30						(PSALM 102 BCP 731)
Most Fridays after Pentecost are days of special devotion (BCP 17)

FIRST LESSON A reading from the Book of Hosea [10:1-15]
Israel is a luxuriant vine
   that yields its fruit.
The more his fruit increased
   the more altars he built;
as his country improved,
   he improved his pillars. 
2 Their heart is false;
   now they must bear their guilt.
The Lord will break down their altars,
   and destroy their pillars. 

3 For now they will say:
   ‘We have no king,
for we do not fear the Lord,
   and a king—what could he do for us?’ 
4 They utter mere words;
   with empty oaths they make covenants;
so litigation springs up like poisonous weeds
   in the furrows of the field. 
5 The inhabitants of Samaria tremble
   for the calf of Beth-aven.
Its people shall mourn for it,
   and its idolatrous priests shall wail over it,
   over its glory that has departed from it. 
6 The thing itself shall be carried to Assyria
   as tribute to the great king.
Ephraim shall be put to shame,
   and Israel shall be ashamed of his idol. 

7 Samaria’s king shall perish
   like a splinter on the face of the waters. 
8 The high places of Aven, the sin of Israel,
   shall be destroyed.
Thorn and thistle shall grow up
   on their altars.
They shall say to the mountains, Cover us,
   and to the hills, Fall on us. 

9 Since the days of Gibeah you have sinned, O Israel;
   there they have continued.
   Shall not war overtake them in Gibeah? 
10 I will come against the wayward people to punish them;
   and nations shall be gathered against them
   when they are punished for their double iniquity. 

11 Ephraim was a trained heifer
   that loved to thresh,
   and I spared her fair neck;
but I will make Ephraim break the ground;
   Judah must plough;
   Jacob must harrow for himself. 
12 Sow for yourselves righteousness;
   reap steadfast love;
   break up your fallow ground;
for it is time to seek the Lord,
   that he may come and rain righteousness upon you. 

13 You have ploughed wickedness,
   you have reaped injustice,
   you have eaten the fruit of lies.
Because you have trusted in your power
   and in the multitude of your warriors, 
14 therefore the tumult of war shall rise against your people,
   and all your fortresses shall be destroyed,
as Shalman destroyed Beth-arbel on the day of battle
   when mothers were dashed in pieces with their children. 
15 Thus it shall be done to you, O Bethel,
   because of your great wickedness.
At dawn the king of Israel
   shall be utterly cut off. 
— Here ends the Lesson (or Reading).   [OR The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.]
SECOND LESSON A reading from the Acts of the Apostles [21:37—22:16]
Just as Paul was about to be brought into the barracks, he said to the tribune, ‘May I say something to you?’ The tribune replied, ‘Do you know Greek? 38Then you are not the Egyptian who recently stirred up a revolt and led the four thousand assassins out into the wilderness?’ 39Paul replied, ‘I am a Jew, from Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of an important city; I beg you, let me speak to the people.’ 40When he had given him permission, Paul stood on the steps and motioned to the people for silence; and when there was a great hush, he addressed them in the Hebrew language, saying: 
‘Brothers and fathers, listen to the defence that I now make before you.’ 
 When they heard him addressing them in Hebrew, they became even more quiet. Then he said: 
‘I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, educated strictly according to our ancestral law, being zealous for God, just as all of you are today. 4I persecuted this Way up to the point of death by binding both men and women and putting them in prison, 5as the high priest and the whole council of elders can testify about me. From them I also received letters to the brothers in Damascus, and I went there in order to bind those who were there and to bring them back to Jerusalem for punishment. 
‘While I was on my way and approaching Damascus, about noon a great light from heaven suddenly shone about me. 7I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 8I answered, “Who are you, Lord?” Then he said to me, “I am Jesus of Nazareth whom you are persecuting.” 9Now those who were with me saw the light but did not hear the voice of the one who was speaking to me. 10I asked, “What am I to do, Lord?” The Lord said to me, “Get up and go to Damascus; there you will be told everything that has been assigned to you to do.” 11Since I could not see because of the brightness of that light, those who were with me took my hand and led me to Damascus. 
‘A certain Ananias, who was a devout man according to the law and well spoken of by all the Jews living there, 13came to me; and standing beside me, he said, “Brother Saul, regain your sight!” In that very hour I regained my sight and saw him. 14Then he said, “The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear his own voice; 15for you will be his witness to all the world of what you have seen and heard. 16And now why do you delay? Get up, be baptized, and have your sins washed away, calling on his name.” 
— Here ends the Lesson (or Reading).   [OR The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.]
[bookmark: _Hlk78215043]NOTE ABOUT THE PSALTER SELECTIONS LISTED:  
In an effort to pray a majority of the 150 psalms every few months, those referenced above are appointed by The Book of Common Prayer for use in the morning during the current 7-week cycle.
