
The eighth Sunday 
after Pentecost

Sunday 31 July 2022

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:30 a.m.

St. James Parish
25 South Third Street   s Wilmington, NC 28401  s (910) 763-1628    s parish@stjamesp.org

@stjamesp          @stjamesparish
stjamesp.org

To all who are weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort;  
to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need a Saviour;  

to all who are idle and look for service; to all who are strangers  
and want fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;  

and to whosoever will come—this church opens wide her doors.  

St. James Parish
The Reverend Phillip Craig, Jr., Rector

Prelude    

Welcome and Announcements

Processional Hymn 408  “Sing praise to God who reigns above”   Mit Freuden zart

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation BCP p. 355

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis S-280 Robert Powell

Collect of the Day             p. 232

Let your continual mercy, O Lord, cleanse and defend your Church; and, because it cannot 
continue in safety without your help, protect and govern it always by your goodness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3
• HOLY EUCHARIST

12:10 PM| St. James Parish

• EPISCOPOSSE WOMEN’S GROUP
8:15 PM| Zoom

THURSDAY, AUGUST 4
• NO EVENTS PLANNED

FRIDAY, AUGUST 5
• NO EVENTS PLANNED

SATURDAY, AUGUST 6
• QUIET REFLECTION

7:30-8:30 AM|Mt. Lebanon Chapel

• SUNRISE SERENITY AL-ANON
7:45 AM|Bishop Wright Room

MON.- FRI., AUGUST 1-5
• MORNING PRAYER
 8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

MONDAY, AUGUST 1
•LIVING WELL IN MIDST OF GRIEF
 5:00 PM| Graham Parlor or Zoom

• FELLOWSHIP AA
 7:00 PM| Great Hall

TUESDAY, AUGUST 2
•MEN’S AL ANON
 5:15-7:00 PM| Lippitt Room

EDITORIAL DEADLINES:  The deadline for the August 8th  Digital Grapevine is August 5th. 
The deadline for the September Grapevine Magazine is August 22nd. 

Email communications@stjamesp.org.

SUNDAY,  AUGUST 7
• HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
 8:00 AM | St. James Sanctuary

• HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
 8:30 AM | Mt. Lebanon Chapel

• HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
 9:30 AM | Mt. Lebanon Chapel

• HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
   10:30AM | St. James Parish

• ONLINE LIVE STREAM
 10:30 AM | Website or FB

THIS WEEK AT ST. JAMES

SUNDAYS IN SUMMER
ST. JAMES PARISH - DOWNTOWN

• 8:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist Rite I

• 10:30 a.m. - Holy Eucharist Rite II - Livestreamed

Summer offerings run Sunday, May 22nd, 2022 through Sunday, September 4, 2022.

MT. LEBANON CHAPEL

• 8:30 a.m. - Holy Eucharist Rite II

• 9:30 a.m. - Holy Eucharist Rite II
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MT. LEBANON CHAPEL LABYRINTH

CREATING THE SACRED PATH: A LABYRINTH 
FOR OUR COMMUNITY

This summer, St. James took on a special evangelism 
and community engagement project through the 
installation of a permanent Labyrinth at Mt. Lebanon 
Chapel. The Labyrinth offers the wider community 
and St. James parishioners an opportunity to 
experience the ancient means of walking meditation 
that has been used by different cultures for more than 
4000 years. The singular, circular path, leading to the 
center and returning to the outside, offers a time for 
reflection, a time for prayer, a time for centering, a 
time for calming the mind and spirit, and a time to 
listen to the quiet whisper of God.

Installing the Labyrinth at Mt. Lebanon Chapel has 
a fundraising goal of $48,000. We’re 82% of the way 
there! As of today, we’ve raised $39,000 for this special 
project. Together we are building a great spiritual tool 
for our parish and our wider community.

To make a gift, please contact Maria Hollopeter by 
email: finance@stjamesp.org or 910-763-1628 or visit: 
stjamesp.org/blog/mlc-labyrinth/

Pictured to the right: 1) Breaking Ground 2) Installation began 
with the heart, located between the All Saints Memorial Garden 

and Bradley Creek, and 3) Our parish gathering to bless the 
new labyrinth.

The First Lesson: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12—14; 2:18—23         NRSV, p. 603
 Commentary:  Ecclesiastes is a book of gathered thoughts and observations promoting a 
God-centered view of life while pointing out the futility of a self-centered worldview. The author 
stressed the message that no human endeavor provides ultimate satisfaction; he claimed to have 
studied human activities and found them to be difficult and disappointing. The author viewed 
his own lifetime of toil with despair because he had no lasting control over the fruits of his labor. 
A recurring theme throughout Ecclesiastes is that life in this world has significance only when it 
is centered on the Creator.

Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. I, the Teacher, when king 
over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done 
under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. 
I saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 
I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to those 
who come after me -- and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be 
master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. So I 
turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 
because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all 
to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. What do 
mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? For all their days 
are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also 
is vanity.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 49:1-8

Hear this, all you peoples;
 hearken, all you who dwell in the / world, *
 you of high degree and low, rich and poor to-/gether.
My mouth shall speak of / wisdom, *
 and my heart shall meditate on under-/standing.



Antiphon

I will incline my ear to a / proverb *
 and set forth my riddle upon the / harp.
Why should I be afraid in evil / days, *
 when the wickedness of those at my heels sur-/rounds me,

Antiphon

The wickedness of those who put their trust in their / goods, *
 and boast of their great / riches?
We can never ransom our-/selves, *
 or deliver to God the price of our / life;

Antiphon

For the ransom of our life is so / great, *
 that we should never have enough to / pay it,
In order to live for ever and / ever, *
 and never see the / grave.

The Epistle:   Colossians 3:1-11 NRSV, p. 1075
 Commentary: As continued motivation for his readers to turn away from false teachers, 
Paul reminded them of their union with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. For 
believers, Christ is the treasury where wisdom is found and our lives are hidden in Him. Paul 
urged his readers to separate from the practices of their former way of life in order to experience 
all that Jesus Christ could produce in and through them. Everyone united to Christ by faith is a 
new creation, and part of a new creation, where external distinctions of race, nationality, culture 
or social standing make no difference. In the supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ, all merely 
human divisions become irrelevant.
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your 
life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, what-
ever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 
On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. These are the 
ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all 
such things-- anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do not 
lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices and have 
clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the 
image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncir-
cumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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 Celebrant & Preacher: The Reverend Gray Hodsdon

Organist & Choir Director: John Sullivan

The flowers at the altar are given to the Glory of God 
and in loving memory of Alice J. and Thomas B. Grainger.
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Communion Hymn 302  “Father, we thank thee who hast planted” Rendéz a Dieu

The Post-communion Prayer p. 365

The Blessing p. 366

Closing Hymn 542    “Christ is the world’s true Light” St. Joan

The Dismissal p. 366

Postlude 



Sequence Hymn 706 “In your mercy, Lord, you called me” Halton  Holgate

The Holy Gospel: Luke 12:13-21  The Holy Bible (NRSV) p. 951
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 
with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And 
he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does 
not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a 
rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no 
place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, 
you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to 
him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but 
are not rich toward God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend Gray Hodsdon

The Nicene Creed p. 358

Prayers of the People

The response to each petition:
Hear our prayer.

The Confession of Sin and Absolution p. 360

The Peace p. 360
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The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem: “King’s Weston” Ralph Vaughan Williams
Arr. John Sullivan

Summer suns are glowing over land and sea;
happy light is flowing, bountiful and free;
everything rejoices in the mellow rays;
all earth’s thousand voices swell the psalm of praise.

God’s free mercy streameth over all the world,
and his banner gleameth, everywhere  unfurled;
broad and deep and glorious, as the heaven above,
shines in might victorious his eternal love.

Lord, upon our blindness thy pure radiance pour;
for thy lovingkindness we would love thee more.
And when clouds are drifting dark across the sky,
then, the veil uplifting, Father, be thou nigh.

We will never doubt thee, though thou veil thy light;
life is dark without thee, death with thee is bright.
Light of light, shine o’er us on our pilgrim way;
go thou still before us to the endless day.

    William Walsham How

Presentation Hymn 380 (stanza 3)      “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow”       Old 100th 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A p. 361

Sanctus S-129 Powell

The Lord’s Prayer p. 364

The Breaking of the Bread p. 364

The Fraction Anthem


