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To all who are weary and seek rest; to all who mourn and long for comfort;  
to all who struggle and desire victory; to all who sin and need a Saviour;  

to all who are idle and look for service; to all who are strangers  
and want fellowship; to all who hunger and thirst after righteousness;  

and to whosoever will come—this church opens wide her doors.  

St. James Parish
The Reverend C. Phillip Craig, Jr., Rector

Welcome and Announcements

Processional Hymn 8 “Morning has broken”                    Bunessan
 

The Word of God

Opening Acclamation The Book of Common Prayer, p. 355

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis S-278 William Mathias

Collect of the Day             p. 234

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of 
your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7 The Holy Bible; NRSV, p. 839
 Commentary: The prophet Amos condemned Israel for self-indulgence and disregard for 
the poor, warning that God's justice would eventually prevail. In these verses, Amos specifically 
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addressed those who felt complacent and smug, secure in their wealth. Amos confronted them 
with specifics of their lavish lifestyles, including diets rich in meat. By contrast, less affluent people 
may have eaten meat only three times a year, at the major religious festivals. Instead of mourn-
ing over their nation's decadence, the influential people in Israel were living it up, but Amos 
prophesied that morally weak, selfish leaders would be among the first taken into exile when God 
judged the people for their unfaithfulness. God is unfailingly patient with His people, but a day 
of reckoning will come. 
Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria. 
Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, and lounge on their couches, and eat lambs from the 
flock, and calves from the stall; who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, and like David 
improvise on instruments of music; who drink wine from bowls, and anoint themselves with 
the finest oils, but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! Therefore they shall now be the 
first to go into exile, and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

  The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146: 1-6       Lauda, anima mea

Hallelujah!
 Praise the Lord, O my / soul! *
 I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my / being.

Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of / earth, *
 for there is no / help in them.

Antiphon

 When they breathe their last, they return to / earth, *
 and in that day their thoughts / perish.
 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their / help! *
 whose hope is in the Lord their / God; 

Antiphon

Sunday, September 25, 2023 

We, your St. James Stewardship Committee, are thrilled to announce the 
Parish’s 2023 Pledge Drive, which begins today, Sunday, September 
25 and concludes in celebration on November 13th. We write today to 
request your pledge of  support for St. James and our parish community at 
large. 

Our Parish theme for this year asks each of  us to consider the question: 
“Who is My Neighbor?”  To see why we should ask that question, we need 
only look to Jesus’s Golden Rule. In his sermon on the mount, Jesus 
proclaimed that we should all love our neighbors as ourselves. The action 
word in that rule is love, an action that Jesus repeatedly defined through 
the acts of  service, especially service to our fellow people, our neighbors. 
Those teachings and lessons inspired this year’s Stewardship theme, 
Neighbors in Giving.

Jesus speaks directly to the ways in which we should use our gifts in that 
service, stating “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of  God’s varied grace.” 1 Peter 4:10. We are all blessed with many 
gifts, both tangible and intangible. No gift is more valuable than another, 
but different gifts fit into different slots in the puzzle, and the investment 
of  our funds is no exception.  

The benefits of  our collective investment in St. James have rarely been 
clearer than they are at this very moment. The energy and momentum 
of  the Church is palpable. Services are vibrant and impactful. St. James 
Day School is at capacity and bustling with students, teachers, and 
love. Talented staff  and numerous valuable new members have joined. 
Programming is diverse, meaningful, and frequent. From the lecture series 
to children’s ministries to deep and varied community outreach, the reach 
of  St. James’ love is long.

We do not take our appeal to you lightly. Please know that participation 
is meaningful no matter the level; there is simply no gift too small. What 
is important is that we each contribute from your heart and in a way that 
is manageable for you and your family. Please do not be shy about your 
questions; reach out to any of  us. We want to hear from you and we look 
forward to receiving your pledge for 2023.

Blessings,

Your 2022-2023 Stewardship Committee

STEWARDSHIP
COMMITTEE
2022-2023

Co-Chairs
Allen Trask, III
Lizzie Hartman 

Members 
Bram Colonna

Kristine Montalto
 Jenna Porter

Advisors 
Bill Clark

Ryal Tayloe, Sr.

Vestry Liaisons 
Kay Dougherty 

Al Marr



Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is / in them; *
who keeps his promise for / ever;
Who gives justice to those who are op-/pressed, *
and food to those who / hunger. 
Antiphon

The Epistle: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 NRSV, p. 1085
 Commentary: Throughout this practical, pastoral letter to Timothy, Paul has urged his 
young friend to stand strong against the destructive influence of false teaching. Paul also guided 
Timothy toward an eternal perspective, reminding him that real gain is defined by the acquisi-
tion of godliness, not material wealth. One indication of godliness is living the faith you profess. 
Money and possessions are not wrong in themselves, but inordinate love of them leads to all kinds 
of evil. Paul had a word of instruction for wealthy Ephesians, reminding them that the Giver, 
not the gifts, should be their focus. God's blessings enable us to bless others; wealth provides the 
opportunity to be rich in good works.
There is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we brought nothing into 
the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have food and clothing, we will be 
content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by 
many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love 
of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered 
away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains. But as for you, man of God, 
shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. Fight the 
good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which 
you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the presence of God, 
who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate 
made the good confession, I charge you to keep the commandment without spot or blame 
until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which he will bring about at the right time-- 
he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone 
who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can 
see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. As for those who in the present age are 
rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, 
but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do 
good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves 
the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that 
really is life.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn 574  “Before thy throne, O God, we kneel” St. Petersburg

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  |  St. James Parish  36  The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  |  St. James Parish

v  v  v

 Celebrant: The Reverend Gray Hodsdson
Preacher: The Reverend C. Phillip Craig, Jr. 

Assisting Priest: The Reverend Cheryl Brainard
Organist & Choir Director: John Sullivan

The flowers at the altar are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory of
 Jason Christopher James.

The Fraction Anthem S-152    “Christ our Passover”

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request

Communion Hymn 335 “I am the bread of life”                                    I Am the Bread of Life

The Postcommunion Prayer p. 365

The Blessing p. 366

Closing Hymn 376                “Joyful, joyful, we adore  thee” Hymn to Joy

The Dismissal p. 366

Postlude  
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The Holy Gospel: Luke 16:19-31      NRSV, p. 956

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted 
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who 
longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; even the dogs would come 
and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. 
The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked 
up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have 
mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I 
am in agony in these flames.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime 
you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted 
here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so 
that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from 
there to us.’ He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house-- for I have five 
brothers-- that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 
Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.’ He said, 
‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said to 
him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if 
someone rises from the dead.’”

  The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Reverend C. Phillip Craig, Jr. 

The Nicene Creed p. 358

Prayers of the People

The response to each petition:
Hear our prayer.

The Confession of Sin and Absolution p. 360

The Peace p. 360
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The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem:  “Fight the good fight with all thy might!”                   Alfred V. Fedak

Fight the good fight with all thy might!
Christ is thy strength and Christ thy right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
thy joy and crown eternally.
 

Run the straight race through God's good grace;
lift up thine eyes, and seek his face.
Life with its way before us lies;
Christ is the path and Christ the prize.
 

Cast care aside, lean on thy guide;
his boundless mercy will provide.
Trust, and the trusting soul shall prove
Christ is its life and Christ its love.
 

Faint not, nor fear, his arms are near;
he changes not, and thou art dear.
Only believe, and you will see
that Christ is all in all to thee.
 

Fight the good fight with all thy might!
Christ is thy strength and Christ thy right.
Lay hold on life, and it shall be
thy joy and crown eternally.

   J.S.B. Monsell
     
Presentation Hymn 380            “Praise God, from whom all blessings flow”          Old 100th
   stanza 3 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A p. 361

Sanctus S-128 “Holy, holy, holy Lord” William Mathias

The Lord’s Prayer p. 364

The Breaking of the Bread p. 364


