
The Third Sunday 
of Easter

Sunday 23 April 2023

Holy Baptism, Confirmation, 
Reception, and Reaffirmation

3:00 p.m.

Prelude			   “Festival Prelude on Thaxted”	 		   	 David Howard Pettit

Processional Hymn 483	 “The head that once was crowned with thorns”	            St. Magnus  

The Word of God

Opening Acclamation	 The Book of Common Prayer, p. 299

Celebrant	        Alleluia. Christ is risen.		
People	        The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
		  There is one Body and one Spirit;
	 	 There is one hope in God's call to us;
	 	 One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
		  One God and Father of all.
			   The Lord be with you.			   	

	 And also with you. 
		  Let us pray.

The Collect of the Day	 						      p. 224

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of 
our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 36-41	 The Holy Bible; NRSV, p. 994
	 Commentary: Speaking to a Jewish audience in Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost, Peter declared that Jesus, 
although crucified, had been raised again by almighty God. Peter's listeners, convinced by the logic of his words, now 
realized that they had rejected the Messiah for whom they had been expectantly waiting. In answer to their question, 
Peter told the people to repent, to trust Jesus Christ as their Savior, and to be baptized as an expression of faith and 
commitment to their Lord.
Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let the entire house of Israel know 
with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when 
they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should 
we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that 
your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your 
children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with 
many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those 
who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

		  The Word of the Lord.  
People		  Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.
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Psalm 116:1-3, 10-17		  read responsively by whole verse	  		  Dilexi, quoniam

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *
		  because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
2 The cords of death entangled me;
		  the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
		  I came to grief and sorrow.
3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: *
		  "O Lord, I pray you, save my life."
10 How shall I repay the Lord *
		  for all the good things he has done for me?
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation *
		  and call upon the Name of the Lord.
12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *
		  in the presence of all his people.

	
The Holy Gospel: Luke 24:13-35								        NRSV, p. 966

                              The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Now on that same day two of Jesus’ disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and 
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And 
he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking 
sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who 
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They 
replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all 
the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified 
him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day 
since these things took place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb 
early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had 
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the tomb 

13 Precious in the sight of the Lord *
		  is the death of his servants.
14 O Lord, I am your servant; *
		  I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
		  you have freed me from my bonds.
15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *
		  and call upon the Name of the Lord.
16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord *
		  in the presence of all his people,
17 In the courts of the Lord’s house, *
		  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
		  Hallelujah!

The Epistle: 1 Peter 1:17-23	 NRSV, p. 1105
	 Commentary: In this part of the epistle, Peter urged his readers to live holy lives since all will stand before 
God for an evaluation of our works. Another incentive to holy living is the example of the life and death of Jesus 
Christ, the perfect sacrifice who redeemed us from our former way of life. Christ has redeemed us, and because 
God the Father raised Christ and gave Him glory, our response to God can and ought to be both reverent and 
confident, even if we are called to suffer for our faith. Obedience to the truth of the gospel produces in believers a 
sincere love for other people.
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent 
fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from 
your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that 
of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed 
at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the 
dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God. Now that you have purified your souls 
by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 
You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word 
of God.

		  The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

	
Sequence Hymn 495	 “Hail, thou once despised Jesus!”	 In Babilone  
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and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish 
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the 
Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village 
to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay 
with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When 
he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” 
That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they 
told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
 		  The Gospel of the Lord.
People		 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon	 The Right Reverend Robert S. Skirving

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

									         The Book of Common Prayer,  p. 301

The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
Sponsor  	 I present Eric Christopher Stinson to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.  

Celebrant 	 Do you desire to be baptized?

Candidate 	 I do.

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidate
Question	 Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel 	against God?
Answer			  I renounce them.

Question		  Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the 	creatures of 	
			   God?
Answer			  I renounce them.

Question		  Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Answer	 	 I renounce them.

Question  	 Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Answer	 	 I do.

Question  	 Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer	 	 I do.

Question  	 Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?
Answer	 	 I do.

When there are others to be presented, the Bishop says							       p. 303

		  The other Candidates will now be presented.

Presenters	 I present these persons for Confirmation.
	 Or	 I present these persons to be received into this Communion.

	 Or	 I present these persons who desire to reaffirm their baptismal vows.

The Bishop asks the candidates
		  Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil?

Candidates	 I do.
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Bishop	 Do you renew your commitment to Jesus Christ?

Candidates 	 I do, and with God's grace I will follow him as my Savior and Lord.

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying
Celebrant  	 Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life  in Christ?
People       	 We will.

Celebrant	 Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal 	
		  covenant.

					     The Baptismal Covenant				    p. 304

Celebrant	 Do you believe in God the Father?
People		  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
 	  

Celebrant	 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People		  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 	
		  Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 	
		  died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He 	
		  ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 	
		  judge the living and the dead.

 Celebrant	 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People		  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
		  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Celebrant  	 Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 	
		  prayers?
People		  I will, with God’s help.
 	  

Celebrant	 Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 	
		  Lord?
People		  I will, with God’s help.
 	  

Celebrant	 Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People		  I will, with God’s help.
 	  

Celebrant	 Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself ?
People		  I will, with God’s help.

Celebrant	 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human	
		   being?
People		  I will, with God’s help.

Prayers for the Candidates	 			   p. 305

Celebrant	 Let us now pray for this person who is to receive the Sacrament of new birth and for those who
		  have renewed their commitment to Christ.

 Leader	 Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People      	 Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader     	 Open their heart to your grace and truth.
People      	 Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader      	 Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People      	 Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader      	 Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People     	 Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader      	 Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People      	 Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader      	 Send them into the world in witness to your love.
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People       	 Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader      	 Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People       	 Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant	 Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in	
		   the power of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns 	
		  now and forever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water    	 				    	 p. 306

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.  
People 	 And also with you.         
Celebrant 	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People	 It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. 
Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son 
Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, 
through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. We thank you, Father, for the 
water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we 
are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those 
who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from 
sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. To him, to you, and to the 
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

						      The Baptism				    p. 307

Priest		 Eric, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 		
		  Amen.
Celebrant  	 Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant 
the forgiveness of sin, and have raised him to the new life of grace. Sustain him, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. 
Give him an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love 
you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

Celebrant	 Eric, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. 		
		  Amen.

	  	 Let us welcome the newly baptized.

Celebrant and People
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, 
and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

At Confirmation, Reception, or Reaffirmation
The Bishop says to the congregation									         p. 309
Let us now pray for these persons who have renewed their commitment to Christ.
Silence may be kept.
Then the Bishop says
Almighty God, we thank you that by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you have overcome 
sin and brought us to yourself, and that by the sealing of your Holy Spirit you have bound us to your service. 
Renew in these your servants the covenant you made with them at their Baptism. Send them forth in the power 
of the Spirit to perform the service you set before them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem 	 “Prayer of St. Gregory”	 Alan Hovhanness

Presentation Hymn 618           “Ye watchers and ye holy ones”      fourth stanza only	 Lasst uns erfreuen

For Confirmation

The Bishop lays hands upon each one and says
Strengthen, O Lord, your servant N. with your Holy Spirit; empower him/her for your service; and sustain 
him/her all the days of his/her life. Amen.

or this
Defend, O Lord, your servant N. with your heavenly grace, that he/she may continue yours forever, and daily 
increase in your Holy Spirit more and more, until he/she comes to your everlasting kingdom. Amen.

For Reception

N., we recognize you as a member of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church, and we receive you into the 
fellowship of this Communion. God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you. Amen.

For Reaffirmation

N., may the Holy Spirit, who has begun a good work in you direct and uphold you in the service of Christ and 
his kingdom. Amen.

Then the Bishop says
Almighty and everliving God, let your fatherly hand ever be over these your servants; let your Holy Spirit ever 
be with them; and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience of your Word, that they may serve you in this 
life, and dwell with you in the life to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace									         p. 308

Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		  And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements
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The people stand or kneel.

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People	
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues, concluding with:
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer				    						      p. 364

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 									         p. 364

Celebrant	     Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People	 	     Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer A		  p. 361

Celebrant	     The Lord be with you.
People	 	     And also with you.
		      Lift up your hearts.
		      We lift them to the Lord.
		      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
		      It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here, a proper preface is said, then the Celebrant continues...
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus		  “Holy, holy, holy Lord”	 Land of Rest

~WLP 858



Agnus Dei		  “Jesus, Lamb of God”	 John Sullivan

The Communion of the People	 Gluten-free wafers are available at the main altar upon request.

The Postcommunion Prayer		  p. 365

Celebrant 	Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing

Closing Hymn 296	 “We know that Christ is raised and dies no more”	 Engelberg

The Dismissal
	   

	 	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, Alleluia.
People		  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia.
	 	

Postlude			    “Sonata in D Major Mvt. 1 - Allegro”				    Henry Purcell

Presider & Preacher: The Rt. Reverend Robert S. Skirving 
Assisting Priests: The Reverend C. Phillip Craig, Jr., The Reverend Cheryl Brainard, and The Reverend Gray Hodsdon

Deacon: The Reverend Deacon Rhonda Thomas
Guest Organist & Choir Director: Lisa Nichol

Trumpeter: Adam Moxley-White

v  v  v


