
The Day of Pentecost
Sunday 28 May 2023

The Holy Eucharist, Rite I

8:00 a.m.

The Word of God

Opening Acclamation				   The Book of Common Prayer, p. 323

The Collect for Purity				    p. 323
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.a

Kyrie eleison			   Lord, have mercy upon us.	 	 p. 324
				    Christ, have mercy upon us.	 	
				    Lord, have mercy upon us.			 

The Collect of the Day					    p. 175
Almighty God, who on this day didst open the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the 

promised gift of thy Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the Gospel, 
that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
in the unity of the same Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Lesson: Acts 2:1-21	 The Holy Bible; NRSV, p. 994
	 Commentary: At the beginning of Jesus' earthly ministry, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in the form 
of a dove (see Luke 3:22). Now, as Jesus' disciples began their ministry in the church era, the Holy Spirit descended 
on them in rushing wind and fire. The same Spirit who indwelt and empowered Jesus' ministry would now indwell 
and empower Jesus' followers. Fire and wind symbolized the presence of God; believers received a visible as well as 
an audible indication the Holy Spirit had come. Speaking in unlearned languages was outward evidence of God's 
inner working in the disciples. Peter addressed the crowd and cited Joel's prophecy as an illustration of the process 
begun that day, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were 
devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and 
was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, 
they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own 
native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs- in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds 
of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered 
and said, “They are filled with new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 
them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, 
these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken 
through the prophet Joel:



‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and glorious 
day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”
		  The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel: John 7:37-39		  NRSV, p. 976
		  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People	 Glory be to thee, O Lord.

On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone 
who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the 
believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’ ” Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were 
to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
		  The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon								        The Reverend Cheryl Brainard
The Renewal of Baptismal Vows		  p. 292
The Prayers of the People						      p. 328
The Peace			   p. 332
Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion

Eucharistic Prayer I										          p. 333
Sanctus	 p. 334
The Lord’s Prayer	 p. 336
The Breaking of the Bread	 p. 337
Prayer of Humble Access	 p. 337
The Communion of the People 	 Gluten-free wafers available upon request	 p. 338
Prayer of Thanksgiving	 p. 339
The Blessing                                                 

Celebrant          
May the Spirit of truth lead you into all truth, giving you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and 

to proclaim the wonderful works of God; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

The Dismissal	 p. 339
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