
The Fourth Sunday
after Pentecost

Sunday 25 June 2023

8:30 a.m.

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation	 The Book of Common Prayer, p. 355

Celebrant			   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.			 
People		  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

The Collect for Purity				    p. 355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis											           p. 356
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day	 						      p. 230

Celebrant			   The Lord be with you.			 
People		  And also with you. 
Celebrant		  Let us pray.

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you never fail to help and govern 
those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lesson: Romans 6:1b-11	
	

	 Commentary: The focus in this part of Romans is not on how to avoid sinning, but on why believers 
should obey God. It is illogical that those who have died in relation to sin should continue to live in sin. God 
not only raised Jesus Christ, He also imparts a new kind of life to believers. Union with Christ in His death and 
resurrection is the basis for the believer's future resurrection. Even though the old self has died, the sinful human 
nature has not lost its influence. What we were 'in Adam' is no more, but until heaven, the temptation to live 
'in Adam' remains. Death could not hold Christ, our representative, in the grave, nor can it hold the believer 
there. Since God has united us with Christ, we should consider ourselves as those who are no longer under sin's 
domination.
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Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died 
to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if 
we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we 
might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, 
we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life 
he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

		  The Word of the Lord.  
People		  Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39	

                              The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it 
is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master 
of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! “So have no fear of them; 
for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What 
I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not 
fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body 
in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your 
Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than 
many sparrows. “Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before 
my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. “Do 
not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I 
have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against 
her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. Whoever loves father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 
and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”
 		  The Gospel of the Lord.
People		 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon	 The Reverend C. Phillip Craig, Jr.
 
The Nicene Creed		  p. 358

Celebrant and People
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 



The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  |  St. James Parish  3

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The response to each petition:
...In your great mercy, O God,		  		  Answer us with your unfailing help.

Confession of Sin and Absolution								        p. 360

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Celebrant and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace	 			   p. 360

Celebrant	        The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People	  	        And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer B		  p. 367

Celebrant	        The Lord be with you.
People	 	        And also with you.
		         Lift up your hearts.
		         We lift them to the Lord.
		         Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
		         It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here, a proper preface is said, then the Celebrant continues...
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
    Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
    Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,



Celebrant and People	
We remember his death, 	 We proclaim his resurrection, 		 We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues, concluding with:
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer				    						      p. 364

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 									         p. 364

Celebrant	            Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People	 	            Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Communion of the People	 Gluten-free wafers are available at the altar upon request.

The Postcommunion Prayer		  p. 366

Celebrant 	        Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.

And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing 

The Dismissal	   		  p. 366
	 		  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

People		        Thanks be to God. 

Celebrant: The Reverend Cheryl Brainard
Preacher: The Reverend C. Phillip Craig, Jr.

Music: Tim Ford

v  v  v


