
The Seventh Sunday
after Pentecost

Sunday 16 July 2023

8:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m.

The Word of God
Opening Acclamation	 The Book of Common Prayer, p. 355

Celebrant			   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.			 
People		  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen

The Collect for Purity				    p. 355

Gloria in excelsis											           p. 356
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect of the Day	 						      p. 231

Celebrant			   The Lord be with you.			 
People		  And also with you. 
Celebrant		  Let us pray.

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may know 
and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish 
them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.

The Lesson: Genesis 25:19-34 	
	

Commentary: Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah. For twenty years the couple remained 
childless, until Rebekah bore twin sons. Before the birth of Rebekah's sons, God announced His foreordained 
choice of which son would be the promised heir. God's choice of the younger son, Jacob, instead of the elder, Esau, 
was contrary to Near Eastern custom, but was in accord with God's sovereign prerogative. Jacob and Esau may 
have been twins but in appearance, personality and priorities they could not have been more different. Jacob 
valued the birthright that Esau despised, but it was wrong for Jacob to exploit his brother's weakness to obtain it 
in this way. Additionally, Jacob's scheming was unnecessary, since God was wholly capable of fulfilling what He 
had promised.

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty 
years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the 
Aramean. Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD granted his prayer, 



2  The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost  |  St. James Parish

and his wife Rebekah conceived. The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be 
this way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. And the LORD said to her, “Two nations 
are in your womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, 
the elder shall serve the younger.” When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 
The first came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. Afterward his brother 
came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she 
bore them. When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet 
man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. Once when 
Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat 
some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) Jacob said, “First sell me your 
birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” 
So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate 
and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

		  The Word of the Lord.  
People		  Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23			 

                              The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he 
got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things 
in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and 
the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. Let anyone with ears listen! Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this 
is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word 
and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when 
trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was 
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 
and in another thirty.”
 		  The Gospel of the Lord.
People		 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon	 The Reverend Gray Hodsdon 

The Nicene Creed		  p. 358
Celebrant and People

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
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With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People

The response to each petition:
...Accept, O Lord, the willing tribute of our lips,			   And teach us your judgments.

Confession of Sin and Absolution								        p. 360

The Celebrant says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Celebrant and People
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace	 			   p. 360

Celebrant	        The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People	  	        And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer C		  p. 369

Celebrant	     The Lord be with you.
People	 	     And also with you.
		      Lift up your hearts.
		      We lift them to the Lord.
		      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
		      It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant 	     God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.
People            Glory to you for ever and ever.

Celebrant      At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the
		      planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.
People 		     By your will they were created and have their being.

Celebrant 	     From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory,
 		      reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed
		      your trust; and we turned against one another. 
People 		     Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Celebrant      Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your
 	            righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill
		      your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace.
People 		     By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

Celebrant 	     And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and
		      martyrs,  and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim
		      with them your glory, in their unending hymn:



Celebrant and People
	 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
	 Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
	 Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,

Celebrant and People	
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

The Celebrant continues...
Lord God of our Fathers and Mothers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presump-
tion of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let 
the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the 
world in his name.

Celebrant and People 
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.

The Celebrant continues...
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you 
and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer				    						      p. 364
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 									         p. 364

Celebrant	            Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People	 	            Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Communion of the People	 Gluten-free wafers are available at the altar upon request.

The Postcommunion Prayer		  p. 365

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Celebrant: The Reverend Cheryl Brainard; Preacher: The Reverend Gray Hodsdon; Music: Steve Mueller
v  v  v

Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing 

The Dismissal	   		  p. 366
	 		  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People		        Thanks be to God. 


