
The Ninth Sunday
after Pentecost

Sunday 30 July 2023

The Holy Eucharist, Rite I
8:00 a.m.

The Word of God

Opening Acclamation    The Book of Common Prayer, p. 323

The Collect for Purity    p. 323

Gloria p. 324

The Collect of the Day           p. 179
O God, the protector of all that trust in thee, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase 

and multiply upon us thy mercy; that, thou being our ruler and guide, we may so pass through things temporal, 
that we finally lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever  and ever. Amen.

The Lesson: Genesis 29:15-28  The Holy Bible; NRSV, p. 25
Commentary: Jacob arrived safely at the home of his uncle Laban, where he was warmly received. When 

Laban offered payment for Jacob's labor, Jacob proposed seven years of wages for Rachel's hand in marriage. 
However, Laban deceived Jacob, as Jacob had deceived Isaac (see  Genesis 27). Laban took advantage of Jacob's 
inability to see in the dark tent and gave him Leah, not Rachel, for his wife. Jacob served Laban for seven extra years 
in order to marry Rachel. Through Jacob, God's sovereign plan would be carried forward, but Jacob's past schemes 
were not pleasing to God and Jacob found himself on the receiving end of flagrant deception.

Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, 
what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of 
the younger was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so 
he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It is better that I give her 
to you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and 
they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her. Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my 
wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.” So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, 
and made a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to 
her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When morning came, it was Leah! 
And Jacob said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you for Rachel? Why then 
have you deceived me?” Laban said, “This is not done in our country—giving the younger before the firstborn. 
Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven 
years.” Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.
  The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52      NRSV, p. 892
  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory be to thee, O Lord.



Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone 
took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs 
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” He told them another 
parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour 
until all of it was leavened.” 

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy 
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great 
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 
when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will 
be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them 
into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. “Have you understood all this?” 
They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of 
heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”
  The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon        The Reverend Gray Hodsdon
The Nicene Creed  p. 327
The Prayers of the People      p. 328
Confession of Sin p. 330 
The Peace   p. 332
Welcome and Announcements

The Holy Communion

Eucharistic Prayer II          p. 340
Sanctus p. 341
The Lord’s Prayer p. 336
The Breaking of the Bread p. 337
Prayer of Humble Access p. 337
The Communion of the People  Gluten-free wafers available upon request p. 338
Prayer of Thanksgiving p. 339
The Blessing                                                 
The Dismissal p. 339

v  v  v

The flowers at the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Bill Hale & Paul Ingle.
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