
Easter Day
St. James Parish
Sunday 31 March 2024

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II

9:00 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.



The Collect of the Day	 						      p. 222

Celebrant			   The Lord be with you.			 
People		  And also with you. 
Celebrant		  Let us pray.

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to us the 
gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord’s resurrection, may be raised 
from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The First Reading: Acts 10:34-43	 The Holy Bible; NRSV, p. 1004
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know 
the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Prelude 	        		  Easter Music for Brass			   	

Processional Hymn 179	 “Welcome, happy morning!”		  Fortunatus

The Word of God

Easter Acclamation	 The Book of Common Prayer, p. 355

Celebrant			   Alleluia, Christ is risen;			 
People		  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Collect for Purity	 p. 355

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise - Hymn 180:	 “He is risen, he is risen!”	 Unser Herrscher
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The people sit



Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed 
him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone 
who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

		  The Word of the Lord.  
People		  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24 		  Remain seated	 Confitemini Domino
					     The antiphon is first sung by the Cantor, then repeated by all.

Choir		 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *
		        his mercy endures for ever.
		  Let Israel now proclaim, *
    		       “His mercy endures for ever.”

		  Antiphon sung by all
Choir		 The Lord is my strength and my song, *

		        and he has become my salvation.
		  There is a sound of exultation and victory *
		        in the tents of the righteous.

		  Antiphon sung by all
Choir		 “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *

		        the right hand of the Lord is exalted!
		        the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”
		  I shall not die but live, *
		        and declare the works of the Lord.

		  Antiphon sung by all

Choir	         The Lord has punished me sorely, *
		  but he did not hand me over to death.
	          Open for me the gates of righteousness; *
   		  I will enter them;
   		  I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

		  Antiphon sung by all

Choir	         “This is the gate of the Lord; *
		  he who is righteous may enter.”
	           I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *
		  and have become my salvation. 

		  Antiphon sung by all

Choir	          The same stone which the builders rejected *
		  has become the chief cornerstone.
	           This is the Lord’s doing,
		  and it is marvelous in our eyes.

		  Antiphon sung by all

The Epistle: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11	 NRSV, p. 1050
I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn 

received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message 
that I proclaimed to you--unless you have come to believe in vain.

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than 
five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For 
I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by 
the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked 
harder than any of them--though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or 
they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

		  The Word of the Lord.
People		  Thanks be to God.
	

Sequence Hymn 199	 “Come, ye faithful, raise the strain”	 St. Kevin 

The Holy Gospel: John 20:1-18								        NRSV, p. 990
	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Easter Day  |  St. James Parish  3

Standing



Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 
know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The 
two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down 
to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on 
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, 
who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she 
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the 
feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, 
and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? 
Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried 
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned 
and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, 
“I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

 		  The Gospel of the Lord.
People		 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon	 The Reverend C. Phillip Craig, Jr.

The Nicene Creed		  p. 358
Celebrant and People

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by 
the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
The response to each petition:

.....Alleluia! Christ is risen.	 	 He is risen indeed. Alleluia!		

The Peace	 			   p. 360

Celebrant	        The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People	  	        And also with you.

Welcome and Announcements
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The Holy Communion

Offertory Anthem		  Lancashire, Henry T. Smart
                                                          arr. Benjamin Harlan

The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad;
the passover of gladness, the passover of God.
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky,
our Christ hath brought us over, with hymns of victory.

Our hearts be pure from evil, that we may see aright
the Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light;
and listening to his accents, may hear, so calm and plain,
his own "All hail!" and, hearing, may raise the victor strain. 

Now let the heavens be joyful! Let earth the song begin!
Let the round world keep triumph, and all that is therein!
Let all things seen and unseen their notes in gladness blend
for Christ the Lord hath risen, our joy that hath no end.

~John of Demascus; tr. John Mason Neale

	

Presentation Hymn 618           “Ye watchers and ye holy ones”      fourth stanza only	 Lasst uns erfreuen

The Great Thanksgiving — Eucharistic Prayer A		  p. 361

Celebrant	     The Lord be with you.
People	 	     And also with you.
		      Lift up your hearts.
		      We lift them to the Lord.
		      Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
		      It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. 

Here, a proper preface is said, then the Celebrant continues...
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Sanctus		  “Holy, holy, holy Lord”	 John Sullivan

The people stand or kneel.

The Celebrant continues, saying in the midst of the prayer:
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People	
Christ has died.			   Christ is risen.			  Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues, concluding with:
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

The Lord’s Prayer				    						      p. 364

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread 									         p. 364
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Fraction Anthem: 	 “Agnes Dei”	 Sullivan
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The Communion of the People
Communion is central to our worship at St. James Episcopal Church. All baptized Christians— regardless of age or 
denominational affiliation—are welcome to receive.

1. Wait for guidance from the ushers. At the appropriate time, an usher will invite the people in your pew 
to rise and follow the line to the Communion rail or stations. Those with limited mobility may request that 
Communion be brought directly to their pew.

2. Kneel or stand. Most people kneel at the rail to receive Communion, but standing is also appropriate,  
especially if kneeling is difficult.

3. Receive the bread. As the minister approaches with the bread, extend your hands with palms 
open and facing up. You may consume the bread immediately or wait to dip it in the wine.

4. Receive the wine. The wine is served in a large chalice as a sign of unity. Assist the lay 
minister by guiding the chalice to your lips, holding it by the base, and take a small sip. If 
you would rather not drink directly from the chalice, you may dip your bread gently into the 
wine, careful not to put your fingers in the wine or touch the rim.

5. Return to your pew. Return to your pew, kneel if you like, sing with the congregation, or 
offer your silent prayers to God.

If you are unbaptized or would prefer not to receive the bread or wine for any reason, cross your arms 
over your chest at the rail. This signifies to the priest that you wish to receive a blessing instead.

The Communion of the People	 Gluten-free wafers are available at the main altar upon request.

Communion Hymns

	 Hymn 178	 “Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord”	 Alleluia No. 1

	 Hymn 174	 “At the Lamb’s high feast we sing”	 Salzburg 
	 Hymn 208	 “The strife is o’er, the battle done”	 Victory

The Postcommunion Prayer		  p. 365

Celebrant	          Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing                                                 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working 
in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.



v  v  v

9:00 A.M. Service
Celebrant: The Reverend Gray Hodsdon                                                            Preacher: The Reverend C. Phillip Craig, Jr.

Assisting Priest: The Reverend Cheryl Brainard                                                      Organist& Choir Director: John Sullivan

Closing Hymn 207                           “Jesus Christ is risen today”   	 Easter Hymn

The Dismissal	   
	 	          Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia. Alleluia
People		           Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia
	 	

Postlude 	    Easter Music for Brass
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Musicians
Stephen Luck, trumpet                                Adam Moxley-White, trumpet
Rob McSherry, trombone                            Ted Gittings, tuba

11:15 A.M. Service
Celebrant: The Reverend Cheryl Brainard                                                            Preacher: The Reverend C. Phillip Craig, Jr.

Assisting Priest: The Reverend Gray Hodsdon                                                      Organist& Choir Director: John Sullivan
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U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S
YOUTH LED: BOOK DRIVE 
Due April 15 
Through April 15, all are invited to participate in a book drive benefiting 
the Cape Fear Literacy Council and The Harrelson Center. The Cape Fear 
Literacy Council, in particular, is in need of  new or gently-used books for 
children about fire safety. They will be coordinating with Wilmington Fire 
Departments to distribute these books to local children. Both groups are 
in need to children’s and young adult books, they are also in need of  kids 
and adult coloring books and materials. Books for all ages are welcome! 
You may donate by placing your books in the donation boxes around 
campus on Sunday mornings or by bringing them to the church office 
during office hours. If  you have questions about the drive or a potential 
donation, please reach out to communications@stjamesp.org.

NEWCOMER CAMPUS TOUR 
Sunday, April 21, 2024, 11:15 AM
Save the date! Sunday, April 21, Newcomers and “oldcomers” are invited 
to join us for the Downtown Campus Tour! Following the 10:15 a.m. 
service, at around 11:30 a.m. We’ll gather in the Great Hall for a time 
of  fellowship and we’ll form smaller groups for campus tours. We have 
some tremendous guides lined up. Our Downtown Parish Tour Guides 
will take you through the campus and introduce you to classrooms and 
meeting spaces. Childcare is available with advance registration.
Please email Erin Becker at communications@stjamesp.org to let us know you 
plan to attend.

MEN ON A MISSION: GLORY RIDGE 
April 25 - 28, 2024| Departure:  Thursday, 10:00 AM | Return: Sunday, 4:00 PM 
This April, the St. James Men on a Mission will travel to Marshall, NC 
to get Glory Ridge ready for summer 2024. They will also as make some 
light construction improvements on behalf  of  the folks in the very 
impoverished surrounding area. They plan to send a team of  20 MoM 
members and male adult guests who are ready to serve in this way. No 
construction skills are needed, but you will need to be able to navigate the 
uneven paths and terrain of  the camp. A $100 per registrant fee will help 
cover the costs of  food, lodging in the cabins, and transportation. Visit 
the MoM Page on the St. James website to learn more, donate, or register! 
stjamesp.org/mom-gr24

ST. JAMES COMMITTEE FOR RACIAL UNITY 
Saturday, April 27 | 9:00 - 11:30 am | Great Hall 
All are warmly welcome to the Committee for Racial Unity’s quarterly 
meeting on Saturday, April 27 from 9:00 - 11:30am with a light 
continental breakfast starting at 8:30am. During our time together, we 
will hear from Church of  the Servant’s Racial Equity project, explore 
Becoming Beloved Community- a framework developed by the National 
Church, and spend time evaluating our committee’s goals and vision for 
the future. We are open to all, so whether you have already been to some 
meetings or are new and looking to engage, we would love to see you on 
April 27!

EASTER DAY 
AT ST. JAMES

FLOWERING THE CROSS
Sunday, March 31 
All are invited to bring a blossom or two to 
place on the cross. This year, the cross will be 
placed on the parish lawn so that it may be 
shared with our neighbors and be a part of  our 
parish celebration.

PARISH CELEBRATION AND 
EASTER EGG HUNT
Sunday, March 31 | ~ 10:30 a.m. 
The 9:00 service will be followed by our 
Parish Celebration and Easter Egg Hunt. The 
weather forecast is looking beautiful so we’re 
moving our Easter Egg Hunts outside. Pre-
school children and younger are invited to join 
us for an Egg Hunt on the Playground while 
Kindergarten and Elementary Schoolers are 
invited to the Bacon House lawn for their hunt. 
Plan to meet by the balloons at each location for 
the beginning of  each hunt.

DATES TO KNOW

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED - April 1 &2

AZALEA FESTIVAL - April 6-7, 2024

YOUTH SUNDAY
Sunday, April 21, 2024 | 10:15 AM

NEWCOMER CAMPUS TOUR 
Sunday April 21 | Following the 10:15 service.

BREADBREAKERS HOSPITALITY AT 
HOME RETURNS 
Sunday, April 28, 2024 | 4:00-6:00 PM | Currins

BISHOP VISIT & CONFIRMATION
Sunday, May 5, 2024 | 10:15 AM

MT. LEBANON CHAPEL OPENS  Sunday, May 
26, 2024 
• 8:00 AM - Rite I - St. James
• 8:30 AM - Rite II - Mt. Lebanon Chapel
• 9:30 AM - Rite II - Mt. Lebanon Chapel
• 10:15 AM - Rite II -St. James & Online
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