
“AND REMEMBER, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS”
Matthew 28:20

Jennifer, LucyWest, August (the wonder dog) and I 
drove out of Portland, Oregon on June 4th - homeward 
bound toward Wilmington.  After two very long driving 
days (and more to go), we stopped for a night of rest 
in Independence, Missouri.  As you may remember, 
Independence was the historical launching point for the 
Oregon Trail.  It occurred to us that we had completed 
in two days the reverse of a 2000+ mile journey that 
had taken those intrepid 19th century travelers five to 
six grueling and at times hostile months to finish.  Wow. 
That epiphany most certainly highlighted our gratitude 
for good highways and a minivan.  Importantly, it was 
also an affirmation of the amazing things courageous 
people are capable of accomplishing.

May 30th is now behind us, and we are into the long and 
wonderful season of “the Sundays after Pentecost.” For 
twenty six weeks (until Advent) the Gospel readings 
will illuminate Jesus’ earthly ministry - his teaching, 
preaching and healing.  Time and again we will hear 
of perfectly normal folks - just like you and me - 
encountering Jesus, experiencing the power of his words 
and actions, and then pondering how that experience 
will transform their lives.  For many, Jesus’ call to a life 
of compassion and service will be theirs to follow.  For 
others, though, the cost will seem too high.

There is no doubt that we live in an age far beyond what 
anyone in first century Palestine or even on the Oregon 
Trail could have ever imagined.  And yet, our call to 
Christ’s service in 2021 is no less of a challenge or an 
opportunity.  The question still lies before us - how will 
our experience of Christ become transformative - both to 
ourselves and to those around us? I believe with all my 
heart that St. James Parish is asking these questions of 
itself right now, and there is such huge potential in the 
answers that lie ahead.

Our minivan crossed the Cape Fear River into downtown 
Wilmington on Tuesday, June 8th.  As you might expect, 
it was an emotional moment - to know after almost 3000 
miles that we were safely and finally home.  Indeed, we 
are thrilled to be here.  And I am so grateful to be your 
new Rector. 

St. James’ community, we have important work ahead of 
us - to remain grounded in scripture, to reflect on Christ’s 
teaching, preaching and healing, and to offer ourselves 
as the hands and heart of God’s love here and now.   We 
are capable of accomplishing amazing things!  Thankfully, 
our courage to step forward is rooted in the eternal 
knowledge that we are not alone.  Indeed, Jesus promised 
us (and his promises are true) that he would be with us 
always.  So let us now and together answer his call and 
say “We will, with God’s help.”

_____

Prayer for Guidance, 

BCP page 832

O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and 
light rises up in darkness for the godly: Grant us, in all 
our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what You 
would have us to do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save 
us from all false choices, and that in your light we may 
see light, and in your straight path may not stumble; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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ST. JAMES VISION STATEMENT
To build community through ministries that strengthen 

our faith.

ST. JAMES MISSION STATEMENT
To welcome all to grow in love of God and neighbor.  



ST. JAMES UPDATES
ONLINE RESOURCES CAN BE FOUND AT:

www.stjamesp.org/

SERVICE TIMES- SUNDAYS IN SUMMER
Join us for worship! We are hosting our services at the 
following times:

Online Worship
9:30 AM- Livestream from Mt. Lebanon Chapel

Mt. Lebanon Chapel
8:30 AM- Holy Eucharist - Rite II 
9:30 AM- Holy Eucharist - Rite II

Downtown Campus
8:00 AM- Indoors- Holy Eucharist - Rite I
10:30 AM- Indoors- Holy Eucharist - Rite II

PLEDGING & GIVING ONLINE
 To donate and support St. James Parish, visit: https://
onrealm.org/StJamesParish/give/pledge. You can visit 
stjamesp.org/stewardship for a video with step-by-step 
instructions for pledging online.

Gifts may also be made to the St. James Foundation.  Visit: 
stjamesp.org/st-james-foundation/ for more information.

IN OUR PRAYERS:
Cherry Woodberry

CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Stuart and Karen Egerton are happy grandparents of 
Wren Bryant Wessell, born Monday, May 31, 2021, to 
Robert Neill Wessell and Charlotte Egerton Wessell.

WEEKDAY MORNING PRAYER CONTINUES
Monday-Friday|8:00 a.m.| Zoom
Start your day with a little prayer! Join us on Zoom for a 
time of prayer, fellowship, and music. It’s a great way to 
get to know some of your fellow St. James members!

EPISCO-POSSE WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Next Meeting June 30, 2021 |8:15 p.m.| Zoom
All women (Age 21 and up) are invited to join a new 
group meeting via Zoom! Join us every other week as we 
walk through life together! Have questions contact Leslie 
Jarrett (Leslie.H.Jarrett@gmail.com) or Michelle Gray 
(michelle.gray@nhcs.net).

QUIET REFLECTION
July 3, 2021 | 7:30-8:30 a.m. | Mt. Lebanon Chapel
Join us for a time of contemplated prayer and meditation 
at the beautiful Mt. Lebanon Chapel. Come sit inside or 
enjoy a peaceful walk around the grounds.

SACRED GROUND SESSION TWO
Tuesday, June 22 |7:00 p.m.| Zoom
It’s not too late to join! Sacred Ground is part of Becoming 
Beloved Community, The Episcopal Church’s long-term 
commitment to racial healing, reconciliation, and justice 
in our personal lives, our ministries, and our society. This 
series is especially designed to help white people talk 
with other white people and peel away the layers that 
have contributed to the challenges and divides of today 
– all while grounded in our call to faith, hope and love. 
Join us for the second night of discussion on June 22nd 
at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom and reach out to Ginny Woodruff 
at ginny@vcwoodruff.com or the Rev. Cheryl Brainard at 
Cheryl@stjamesp.org.

NEW EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY PROGRAM YEAR STARTING THIS FALL
This September, the Wednesday evening Education for Ministry (EfM) group at St. James Parish will begin a new 
program year, and we will have several openings for new members.   EfM is a 4-year program which includes in-depth 
study of the Old Testament (1st year), New Testament (2nd year), Christian history (3rd year), and Christian theology 
and ethics (4th year).  EfM provides an opportunity for prayer, worship, study, and spiritual reflection in a comfortable 
and supportive group setting.  EfM fosters spiritual growth and helps you to shape your faith into action, and to become 
involved in ministries in your community where you can make a difference.

Our evening program meets each Wednesday from September through May from 6:30pm until about 8:30pm.  For now, 
we plan to continue meeting via Zoom, with periodic in-person meetings as conditions permit. Bill Bivins and Karen 
Clark serve as co-mentors; group participants are limited to 12 members in addition to the mentors.  The cost of the 
program is $375 per year, and fees include all reading materials.  Participants are not required to make a commitment to 
complete all four years, but they are urged to be faithful in weekly attendance and in the reading of the assignments.  

If you would like to know more about EfM at St. James, please contact Bill Bivins (wpbivins@gmail.com) or Karen Clark 
(clarklc11@gmail.com).  They would be glad to talk with you and provide further information about EfM.   



SPIRITUAL GROWTH MOMENTS: REFLECTIONS ON 2020
by Hayden Kirby
The year of the great reset. From both a personal and professional standpoint, this year brought significant new 
stressors and anxiety.  If I flip the narrative and try to take a “glass half full” perspective on the adjustments we all 
made with COVID, it has become glaringly apparent the importance of the church in my life.  Times of stress bring 
me-and I venture to say most of us- closer to God.  Whether right or not, it’s the moments of fear, indecision, and 
the unknown where we reach to God the most and rely on faith for guidance and reassurance.  Never has that been 
more apparent than this last year with the pandemic.  In those first months, when so much was unknown, I recall 
praying before my hospital shifts that I would stay safe and not bring home this new illness to my family.  Medical 
workers I knew were separating from their families to avoid potentially getting them sick.  That wasn’t an option 
for my family so we lived on edge until more was known.  I yearned to go to the church, to sit in our beautiful 
sanctuary.  I so missed those mornings with my family in church together. Those perfect Sunday mornings which 
had seemed to serve as a weekly “reset” for us in our busy lives.

We’ve heard it said “you don’t know what you’ve got until it’s gone”.  While it wasn’t “gone”, it was different.  It 
brought into laser focus the importance of our church and church family.  I grew up in this church and knew it as 
a safe, loving place without judgement. I now see that with my children at church.  People introduce themselves, 
smile, ask how everyone is doing and actually wait to hear the answer.  That can’t be replicated in most of our 
busy society.  While it has been a challenging year we’ll never, ever forget, it’s also been a great reset for myself 
and my family as to what really matters in life. 

by Gail Smith
This last year was a tough one for everyone. There was the pandemic, coupled with the usual challenges that befall 
us, adding up to an unusually stressful time we will not soon forget. Sometimes it felt like the world was spinning 
out of control, but that was never the case. We may have been surprised and jolted by what was going on, but God 
was not. He never is.

My Bible study group covered the book of Genesis this year. As we learned about Noah, I began to relate to his 
situation in a more personal way I had not previously. I could almost imagine what it was like for Noah to have 
been shut inside the ark, having no idea what brave new world would await him and his family when the flood 
waters receded. When they left the ark, their first move was to build an altar and make a sacrifice to God. Noah 
had trusted God and God had done exactly as He promised. Noah and his family were safe.

As for us, we still aren’t sure what’s ahead – will things really be normal again? It appears we are finally returning 
to a pre-pandemic lifestyle. What’s my point? It’s not the first time people have felt overwhelmed by a crisis, and it 
won’t be the last. But here’s the good news. Paul David Tripp in ‘New Morning Mercies’ puts it this way: “Because 
God is my Sovereign, my life is never out of control, and because He is my Savior, He blesses me with everything I 
need to live in the middle of things that are beyond my control.”

God is faithful. He keeps His promises. We can rest assured. No matter how unsettling our circumstances may 
seem, no matter what the future holds, God is in control. Thanks be to God.

BREAD BREAKERS’ HOSPITALITY AT HOME
Sunday, July 11, 2021 | 4:00-6:00 p.m. | The Clark Home
Join us for Hospitality at Home! We will be at Clark’s beach house at 
424 Waynick Blvd, Wrightsville Beach on Sunday, July 11th at 4pm. 
Bring a dish to share, and St. James will provide the meat. This is a 
great way for all to come together! Contact Rev. Chris Hamby for 
more info. Chris@stjamesp.org

MINISTRY OPPORTUNTIES ABOUND!
Looking for a way to get involved? Our Wedding Guild is looking for 
more members! We also need Altar Guild Members, Ushers, Acolytes, 
Lectors and more! Reach out to communications@stjamesp.org.

LIVE AT 5 RETURNS
July 11, 2021 | 5:00 p.m. | Mt. Lebanon Chapel
Join us for a special time of worship! Live at 
5 will be held on Sunday, July 11 at 5:00 p.m. 
at Mt. Lebanon Chapel. All are encouraged 
to come and be a part of this special Night 
Prayer. Our youth and laity will lead us in 
a time of prayer, music, and fellowship. Get 
spiritually recharged for the week ahead 
through the power of prayer and worship 
music.



WDAA BASKETBALL 
PRACTICE
6:30-8:30 PM| Perry Hall
SACRED GROUND SESSION 2
7:00 PM | Zoom

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23
PCJ BIBLE STUDY
8:30 AM| Zoom | Led by our 
Youth Group and with Youth 
Advisor support

EDUCATION FOR MINISTRY
6:00-8:30 PM| Zoom

*BYOS:  Bring Your Own Supplies if you plan to sit outside- Please bring your own chairs, picnic blankets, etc. 

MONDAY- FRIDAY, 
JUNE 21-25
MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom | Led 
by laity and clergy

SJDS SUMMER CAMP
8:30 AM - 12:30 PM | SJDS

MONDAY, JUNE 21
FELLOWSHIP AA
7:00 PM| Lippitt Room

TUESDAY, JUNE 22
EDUCATION FOR 
MINISTRY
9:00-11:30 AM| Great Hall
MEN’S AL ANON
5:15-7:00 PM| Great Hall

EDITORIAL DEADLINES:  The deadline for the June 29th e-blast is Friday, June 25th.

SUNDAY,  JUNE 27
HOLY EUCHARIST RITE I
8:00 AM | St. James Parish 

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
8:30 AM | Mt. Lebanon Chapel  
BYOS*

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
9:30 AM | Mt. Lebanon Chapel  
BYOS*

ONLINE RITE II LIVE STREAM
9:30 AM | St. James Parish Website 
or Facebook

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
10:30 AM | St. James Parish 
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STAFF
  

The Rev. Chris Hamby
 

Associate Rector  The Rev. Cheryl Brainard 
   Organist/Choirmaster  John Sullivan 

Facilities Administrator | Parish Coordinator  Suzanne Adams
   

outh Minis   Cookie Cantwell     
Day School Director      Erin Becker

 Registrar  | Property & Maintenance Manager   

 

Visit us online: stjamesp.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stjamesp

 
Office: 910-763-1628

Maria Hollopeter

 Sexton Joey Dobson

Instagram: @stjamesparish

Senior Warden Steve Thomas
Junior Warden Jane Martin

Treasurer Mike Brown | Clerk Diane MacAskill
Class 2021 | Watson Barnes | Pem Jenkins | Jane Martin | Jim Spruill

Class 2022 | Caroline Cone | Berta Hamilton | Brian McMerty | Steve Thomas
Class 2023 | Kay Dougherty | Tom Hackler | Leslie Jarrett | Al Marr 

Associate Rector  
Priest-In-Charge The Rev. Michael Singer

Children’s Ministries

Marybeth Tallman Wes Clewis

Bill McKenzie

NEXT WEEK AT ST. JAMES


