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Moses had more than one burning bush in his lifetime. 
They ignited with regularity on his pilgrimage to the 
promised land. Would it interest you to know he also 
had a Burning Bush Wish List? At the high priority 
end of the list was an escape hatch clause to suspend 
the onerous 40-year trek in the desert and return to the 
comforts of Egypt if the children of God began to protest. 
His congregation was murmuring constantly about the 
inconvenience of leaving their beloved fleshpots and 
tabernacles back on the other side of the Red Sea. Once out 
in the harshness of the wilderness, slavery looked better 
and better to them than the perils of the desert crossing. 
Moses, more than once, had to assemble the council to 
consider turning back to appease the tribes of Israel.

Despite the roiling head wagging by the mutineers 
directed at Moses, there were valuable lessons learned in 
the wilderness. Once Moses let them chew and digest them, 
what they were learning actually put wind back in their 
sails to continue the journey. Nevertheless, along the way, 
they regularly drew up itineraries to turn around, if and 
when they saw reasons for considering a more opportune 
time. After all, if God had been willing to part the waters 
so vitriolically when they beat it out of Pharaoh’s reach, it 
made all the sense in the world to retrace their steps, take a 
breather, and find a new and improved strategy to venture 
toward the land of milk and honey.

So, for us at St. James, will there be any lessons  learned 
from having spent some time in this wilderness worshiping 
online during quarantine?  Well for one, tempting as it 
will be to return to the fleshpots of worship before Covid 
19, and since “we have all been in this together,” and there 
will be pleasure in our sanctuary re-union and back to 
business as usual with our singular and beloved brand of 
Anglicanism, despite all these luxuries, we may want to 
take the pulse of how siloed a community of faith we once 
were before the virus. The pandemic is making it clear how 
we all belong not only to the Anglican Communion but 
to the global human family, especially when the chips are 
down. When we get our chips back, will we not remember 
those who have no chips? We have been united to one 
another across boundaries which Jesus sent and sends 
us still into the world to bridge. If we have been in this 
together, then we can never go back with integrity to only 
the way we were. Protests have erupted in the streets, right 
here on the corner of Third and Princess Street, to return to 
normal. Who can blame them? But if all we do is go back 
to however new the normal will be, we must harvest the 
sacrifices and valor and goodwill so richly broadcast when 
the chips were down.

Is it not interesting that the transitions we are encountering 
at Saint James Church resemble more the vocation of 
a midwife than a battleship ready to steam in a new 
direction with a new captain, riding as we all are on 
the anticipation of calling the next Rector. John Sullivan 
will tell you that there is a hymn that reflects on making 
something new out of what was foundational but never 
meant to endure unrevised. It is number 665. In the first 
stanza are the salutary words: “All my hope in God has 
founded; he doth steal my trust renew, me through change 
and chance to guide us, only good and only true. God 
unknown, he alone, calls my heart to be his own.”

 With no better words known to me, 665 outlines the 
wilderness lessons learned and the way forward to our 
promised land.

THE REV. PIERCE W. KLEMMT



ST. JAMES UPDATES
GIVING ONLINE
To help make it easier to donate 
and support St. James Parish, 
we’d like to include this QR code 
that will take you directly to our 
general donation page or if you 
prefer, you can visit: https://
onrealm.org/StJamesParish/give/
Thank you for your support!

IN OUR PRAYERS:
Bill Hale, Adrienne Jackson, Jocelyn Lynch

GUARDIAN ANGEL PRAYER EXPERIENCE 
UPDATE 
Each year our 6th - 12th graders are invited to participate 
in our Guardian Angel Prayer Experience.  To participate 
each young person answers some questions about their 
life and about the joys, the challenges in their lives, and 
about their hopes for the future.  Adults are offered 
the opportunity to be a “secret” Prayer Partner for one 
of these young people.  During the Season of Lent, 
the “Guardian Angel” Adult prays for “their young 
person” and sends them letters of encouragement and 
support.  In past years, The Guardian Angel Banquet 
celebrates the conclusion of this Prayer Experience with 
a “feast” of friendship, food, and faith as the young 
person meets “their Guardian Angel” face to face.  It is 
a time of tremendous joy as the “secret identity” of the 
Guardian Angel is revealed.  Covid-19 altered our plans 
this year.  Instead of meeting face to face at a celebration, 
our Guardian Angels continued to pray for their special 
young person during this time of uncertainty…..WHAT A 
BLESSING!   Not knowing what will be happening in the 
next few weeks, this week will be the conclusion of our 
Guardian Angel Prayer Experience.  Each Guardian Angel 
will reveal their identity to their young person.  New 
relationships have been shaped and God’s Love and Joy 
have been shared.   The success of this prayer experience 
will last for years to come!

MEALS ON WHEELS RETURNS 
Meals on Wheels will start again on May 23rd and St. 
James’s opportunity is Sunday, May 31st.   This is a very 
important outreach for both our community and St. 
James.  It seems to be even more important during this 
difficult time.  We will need  Drivers, Cooks, and Brownie 
and fruit donations.  We ask that those who drive wear a 
mask and gloves to deliver. 
Please get in touch with Missy Pretlow for your volunteer 
opportunity.  (missypretlow@gmail.com)

REMEMBER WHEN? 
AKA OFFICE HOUR UPDATE
From Suzanne
Hi,

Remember when we looked forward to a holiday?
Remember when we couldn’t wait for SUMMER HOURS?

Yeah, me neither.

Take a walk down Memory Lane and let’s pretend we’ll 
always have Paris.

Friday, May 22, the office closes at 12:00 noon for the 
Memorial Day Holiday. The office will remain closed on 
Monday, May 25, and reopen Tuesday, May 26.

Summer Office Hours begin May 26:
8:30 am to 3:30 pm Monday through Thursday;
8:30 am to 12:30 pm on Friday.

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR
Each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom
We’re trying something new! A Virtual Coffee Hour on 
Zoom! The fun starts Sunday at 10:00 a.m. We’ll have 
our St. James Rector Search Committee Co-Chair: Reid 
Murchison on hand to help answer any questions you may 
have about the rector search process. We’ll be using Zoom’s 
breakout room feature to create smaller group settings so 
that you can visit with different members of our parish 
family! Find out more info on our website: https://www.
stjamesp.org/blog/virtual-coffee-hour/

Whitney and Mark on 
the birth of their son, 
Asa James Hill, born 
May 12, 2020. Proud 
grandparents Jane and 
Giles Roberts.

SERVICES SUSPENDED FOR 
THE TIME BEING

ONLINE RESOURCES CAN BE FOUND AT:
www.stjamesp.org/covid19

CONGRATULATIONS TO:



ST. JAMES MISSION STATEMENT
To welcome all to grow in love of God and neighbor.  

ST. JAMES VISION STATEMENT
To build community through ministries that strengthen 

our faith.

ST. JAMES DAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION
Registration for school year 2020-2021 is OPEN. Anyone 
interested in visiting and touring the Day School should 
contact Amy Taylor at director.dayschool@stjamesp.org.  All 
registration is done through the St. James website, www.
stjamesp.org/registration. 

SUMMER CAMPS 2020
After thorough and careful consideration, the St. James Day 
School 2020 summer camps are cancelled.  The health and 
well being of the children, families, and teachers are our 
foremost concern, and we do not want to compromise that 
through any possible exposure to the coronavirus at camp.  
We are so disappointed and will miss the children and 
their beautiful smiling faces this summer.  We look forward 
to the return of St. James Day School in September!  Thank 
you for your understanding.  If you registered your child for 
camp, you will receive a full refund.  

STEPPING FORWARD IN FAITH
RENEWALWORKS FOR ME

During this time of “social distancing” each of us may have 
had some time to ponder the journey that we are on and 
how we might grow in our faith.  How do each of us take 
the next steps towards a deeper relationship with God and 
with one another as the Body of Christ?  

RenewalWorks for Me may be a way for you to discover 
where you are on your spiritual journey and how you 
might continue to grow in faith.  RenewalWorks for Me 
is a personal and guide for your spiritual journey.  It 
begins with a brief online series of thought provoking 
questions, “The Spiritual Life Inventory.”  This survey 
will help identify a starting point where you can continue 
to grow in your spiritual life. This online survey will take 
approximately 10 - 15 minutes.  Within minutes, you will 
receive an email with your results. You will also receive an 
invitation to continue this journey of faith by signing up for 
an eight week series of customized emails with suggestions, 
reminders, and tips for how that you can grow spiritually 
and for ways that you can go deeper in love of God and 
neighbor.  

RenewalWorks for Me is FREE…..it will only “cost” 
your time.  If you have any questions, please email 
Lindamurchison65@gmail.com or Jay@stjamesp.org 

MEET ON ZOOM: RENEWALWORKS FOR ME 
Thursday, May 21, 2020 | 7:00 P.M. | Zoom 
All who are participating in RenewalWorks for Me are 
invited to join a weekly zoom group meeting with Jay 
Sidebotham on Thursday evenings at 7 beginning May 21. 
Find information about the Zoom HERE on our website.

QUIET REFLECTION AT LEBANON CHAPEL
Please note that the invitation for Quiet Reflection at 
Lebanon Chapel, scheduled for the first Saturday of the 
months of June, July, August, September and October will 
be cancelled until further notice.  Many of us would cherish 
this opportunity right now.  While we wait to worship 
together in person again, we will hold the picture of this 
beautiful chapel and its grounds in our minds and hearts, 
and give thanks for the time when we can safely return. 

MORNING PRAYER CONTINUES
Monday-Friday During Quarantine| 8:00 - 8:30 a.m. | Zoom
Our Weekday Morning Prayer continues through 
quarantine! We’d love to have you join us on weekday 
mornings at 8:00 am for Morning Prayer on our Zoom! 
Zoom is a video conferencing tool that allows us to 
hear and see one another. You can now find copies of 
the readings and the link to the Zoom Meeting on our 
website.

TUESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
You’re invited to join us on Zoom for a Bible Study! The 
Episcopal Church is putting together the Good Book Club. 
As a denomination, we’ll be reading through the book 
of Matthew. You can find a full schedule for the daily 
readings and the login information for the Zoom sessions 
on our website: https://www.stjamesp.org/blog/tuesday-
night-bible-study/. Whether you’re up to date on the 
readings or not, please join us at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays for 
Bible Study, lead by the Rev. Jay Sidebotham on Zoom!

FLAMINGO SIGHTINGS IN WILMINGTON! 
No, the flamingos are not moving up to Wilmington from 
Florida….they are pink plastic flamingos that mysteriously 
appear in people’s yards celebrating an event such as a 
birthday, getting out of the hospital, an engagement or just 
because someone wants to make someone else smile!  Our 
St. James Youth Ministries will be navigating the “flocks 
of flamingos” and will be adding joy and delight to the 
recipients and to the people who have requested the 
flocking.  Many people have shared laughter and happiness 
as they have realized that someone created this time of 
JOY for them!  If YOU would like to have someone’s 
yard decorated with this “Flamingo Fun”, please email 
Cookie, cookie@stjamesp.org, Jane Rippy, janerippy@
yahoo.com or Web Cowden, webbercowden@gmail.com



CELEBRATING OUR ST. JAMES YOUTH CLASS OF 2020
We praise God for allowing us to be a part of these young people’s lives and wish them all the very best as they graduate 
high-school and head to college.

GRAPEVINE SCHEDULE FOR SUMMER
As with St. James’ tradition, our Grapevine publication 
is moving to a bi-weekly publication schedule for the 
summer season from May 17th through Labor Day. The 
Grapevine will continue to be published online.

HELP HUB FUNDRAISER 
With COVID-19, Help Hub is seeing a drastic increase in 
need. We’re hosting the first-ever Great St. James Parking 
“Lot-ery” to raise funds for the Hub. All funds would be 
designated for the Help Hub. The prize is a reserved parking 
spot at the church for the fall. 



PEOPLE COMPUTERS JESUS BIBLE STUDY
Join us for People Computers Jesus Bible Study (PCJBS). We are “meeting” Wednesday Mornings online. If you’re 
interested in participating, reach out to Cookie at Cookie@stjamesp.org to learn how! This Bible Study is led by our St. 
James Youth Group!

FROM COOKIE CANTWELL ON PCJBS
Each Wednesday morning a group of young people and adults gather for “PCJBS”....”Port City Java Bible Study.”  For 
over 17 years a group of young people and adults have met at 7:00 am on Wednesday mornings for Bible Study and 
to share the challenges and joys that are encountered within our lives.  Due to “social distancing” we cannot meet at 
Port City Java.  We are now meeting on Wednesdays at 8:45 am on Zoom and we have renamed our group ”PCJBS” 
….”People Computers Jesus Bible Study.  

I would like to share with our parish family a glimpse into the hearts of our young people.  When we gather, each 
person shares something about their past week, where they have experienced the presence of God and prayer requests 
and thanksgivings.  The person who is “leading” that day chooses a Scripture for us to discuss and ponder.  Today 
we focused on Psalm 18:16 “He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he drew me out of deep waters.”  
We talked about people who fish in cold waters and who wear nylon cords around their wrists so when they fall out 
of boats, someone can grab those nylon cords instead of their slippery arms or loose clothing.  We then talked about 
who draws us “out of deep waters.”   During this time of “social distancing,” who is helping us:  Here are some of the 
responses:  PCJBS, friends, Mom, neighbors, my dog, quality time with family, people who are doing nice things, quiet 
walks, Zoom, kindness shown by strangers.   The next question was who are you helping “into the boat?”  Responses:  
I talk to my Grandmother each day so she is not alone; I write letters to people that I do not know who live in assisted 
living facilities so they know they are not being forgotten; I pick up groceries for people who shouldn’t go out; I am 
writing notes to people who are living alone; Flocking….. It is bringing people joy; being nicer to my younger brother 
and sister; helping my Mom;  checking on my neighbors and talking to people that I haven’t seen in quite awhile….  

During a time when we are wondering what to do and what will happen in the future, let’s be thankful for our 
young people and the adults who are accompanying them.  Let’s be thankful for conversations among them about 
servanthood and kindness….. And about the Blue Birds that we are noticing in our own backyards because we are 
seeing the world in a new and different way.    

“He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he drew me out of deep waters.” Psalm 18:16

GLORY RIDGE UPDATE
“Somewhere in the mountains, at a place called Glory Ridge, a Carpenter still mends hearts.” 
“Life is what happens when you have other plans” was what my Mom would say to me when dreams and plans that I 
had made were changed by circumstances beyond my control.  Throughout my life, I have repeated those words often and 
each time that I said to them, I felt disappointment and sorrow.  Covid-19 has changed much within our lives and it has 
altered many of our plans.  Today has added one more opportunity to trust God and to ask for healing with our sadness and 
disappointment.  St James Youth Ministries has gone to Glory RIdge in Madison County, NC for 22 years.  We have worked 
hard as we have improved people’s living conditions, created close relationships with “our residents,”  made friends at The 
Depot, worked alongside one another, and worshipped in the evening under the stars while we watched the fireflies.  
The heart of Glory Ridge is a  life-culture built around operating as a WHOLE community - waiting for everyone at meals, 
pitching in at chore time, circling up in the morning, worshipping together at night, playing Ultimate Frisbee atop the Ridge, 
holding hands, and building close relationships with the neighbors we serve.   This summer we must now trust that God 
is leading us on a different journey.  After many phone conferences, much research, and many prayers, the Glory Ridge 
Board of Directors and staff have decided to cancel Summer Ministry Mission Weeks for 2020.  The decision was made after 
reviewing the guidelines for opening and operating that the CDC, ACA (American Camp Association), and the Governor of 
North Carolina released on Friday.   
Please pray for our young people and the adults who were planning to go to Glory Ridge in June.  Please pray for the 
families that we would have served this summer as we repaired their homes, listened to their stories, and added joy to their 
lives.  As we shared our lives with them and with one another, we more fully understood what it meant to “follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus.”    
 
 



EDITORIAL DEADLINES:  The deadline for the June 2nd e-blast and June 7th Grapevine is Friday, May 29th. 

MONDAY, MAY 25 - FRIDAY, MAY 29
MORNING PRAYER DURING QUARANTINE
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom | Led by Jay Sidebotham

You can find the Morning Prayer linked on our 
website around 8:00 a.m. Please let Erin at com-
munications@stjamesp.org know and she will 
help you get access to the video.

TUESDAY, MAY 26
TUESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
7:00 PM| Zoom | Led by Jay Sidebotham

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27

PCJ BIBLE STUDY
8:45 AM| Zoom | Led by our Youth Group and 
with Youth Advisor support

THURSDAY, MAY 28

RENEWALWORKS FOR ME
7:00 PM| Zoom | Led by the Spiritual Growth 
Comittee

SUNDAY, MAY 31
MORNING WORSHIP
8:00 AM | YouTube | www.youtube.com/st-
jamesparish

Sunday Morning Worship may be found several 
ways. The easiest will be through our email that 
will come on Saturday night. Simply click the 
image link to view the service. 
You may also view it on our YouTube Page 
which may be found by seaching “St. James 
Wilmington” on YouTube or on our Facebook 
page which is found at, www.facebook.com/
stjamesp.

ONLINE WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
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