
THE REV. C. PHILLIP CRAIG, JR.
“But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers.” ~ James 1:22

Dear St. James Parish Family,

As I hope you will notice every Sunday morning this 
September, we are hearing quite a bit this fall from the 
Book of James.  Interestingly, James has gotten a hard 
time over the centuries by some in the Church, who tend 
to find his writings theologically light.  Martin Luther 
once wrote that James was the author of a “straw gospel.”  
As Luther was principally focused on our justification 
by faith alone, that perspective might be understandable.  
The beautiful focus that James places on good works did 
not sit well with some.  May I offer a different view?

I believe that through the entirety of his book James 
is simply asking his readers (you and me) to pause 
and consider our motives, to act with compassion and 
enthusiasm, and then to reflect on the outcomes of our 
actions.  And not because we want to earn the praise and 
blessings of God (which we actually can’t accomplish as 
human beings), but rather because it’s the right and good 
response to our life of gratitude to Christ our Lord.

I don’t always understand how our lectionary readings 
are organized.  It does seem, though that September is 
the perfect time for each of us to think about our actions.  
Many of us are looking into a busy fall, with many more 
activities and obligations.  I invite all of you to prayerfully 
consider where there is intentional good in your schedule 
and in your works.  I’ll be doing the same!

I had the chance this morning to join in the Open House 
of our wonderful St. James Day School.  I commend to 
you the almost 70 children who will be on our campus 
every morning, and the amazing teachers who will be 
with them.  Please take time to pray for them, and for 
all students and teachers who are beginning a new and 
unpredictable school year.  A Prayer for Young Persons 
(from our Book of Common Prayer) is offered below.

I hope you have Sunday, November 7th on your 
calendars.  While this extension of our two-location 
worship schedule is important and valuable, I’m eager to 
gather our entire family together under one new roof.  In 
the meantime, may all of us keep safety and compassion 
in the forefront of all we do.
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ST. JAMES VISION STATEMENT
To build community through ministries that strengthen 

our faith.

ST. JAMES MISSION STATEMENT
To welcome all to grow in love of God and neighbor.  

A PRAYER FOR TODAY

God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and confusing world: Show them that your ways give 
more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is better than chasing after selfish goals. Help them to take 

failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance for a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and 
to keep alive their joy in your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

Book of Common Prayer page 829



ST. JAMES UPDATES
ONLINE RESOURCES CAN BE FOUND AT:

www.stjamesp.org

SUNDAY SERVICE TIMES
For the time being, we will continue to offer services at the 
following times:

Online Worship
9:30 AM- Livestream from Mt. Lebanon Chapel

Mt. Lebanon Chapel
8:30 AM- Holy Eucharist - Rite II 
9:30 AM- Holy Eucharist - Rite II

Downtown Campus
8:00 AM- Indoors- Holy Eucharist - Rite I
10:30 AM- Indoors- Holy Eucharist - Rite II

PLEDGING & GIVING ONLINE
 To donate and support St. James Parish, visit: onrealm.
org/StJamesParish/give/pledge. You can visit stjamesp.org/
stewardship for a video with step-by-step instructions for 
pledging online. Gifts may also be made to the St. James 
Foundation.  Visit: stjamesp.org/st-james-foundation for 
more information.

IN OUR PRAYERS:
Jane Carey, David Champney, Laura Cope, Mary Lou 

Corbin, Susan Dillon, James Graham, Sylvia King, 
Jocelyn Lynch, Fred Osann, Polly Rust

CONDOLENCES TO:
Susan Dillon on the passing of her husband,

Ray Dillon

EPISCO-POSSE WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Next Meeting Sept. 1, 2021 |8:15 p.m. | Zoom
All women (Age 21 and up) are invited to join us for 
Bible Study! We’re currently reading through the book of 
Hebrews. We meet every other week on Zoom! Contact 
Leslie Jarrett (Leslie.H.Jarrett@gmail.com) or Michelle Gray 
(michelle.gray@nhcs.net) to learn more!

GET INVOLVED!
As Rev. Chris shared in a previous Grapevine, there are 
no “volunteers” at St. James. We do ministry. If you are 
interested in learning how you can minister with our 
church family there are tons of great ways to get involved. 
Here are a few ministry opportunties with immediate 
availability to serve (aka, we need you)!

Contact Erin at communications@stjamesp.org to learn more!

• Lectors/Readers
• Acolytes/Crucifers
• Faith Formation 

Leaders
• Greeters
• Altar Guild
• Linen Guild
• Ushers

• Wedding Guild
• Office Ministry
• Parish Shop
• St. James Choir
• Care Guild
• St. Martha’s Guild
• Men on a Mission
• ECW

BACKPACK DRIVE
Happening Now!
St. James is joining forces with St. Andrews-On-The-Sound 
and other parishes of the Lower Cape Fear Deanery to 
help support this year’s Back to School Drive Benefiting 
the Farmworker Ministry. Now is the time to gift the 
Farmworker’s children. Their need has grown. The 
previous year’s efforts filled 150 backpacks. Now, the 
number of children in need is 900. A gift of $35 will help 
one child start the school year off right with the backpack 
and supplies they need. Learn how to donate on the St. 
James website at: stjamesp.org/backpack

OUT OF THE DARKNESS- LUMINARIES
Available Begining September 1st
Each November the St. James Youth Ministries takes 
part in the Out of the Darkness Suicide Prevention Walk 
held at Wrightsville Beach. Last year, the event was split 
into smaller walks due to the pandemic. St. James hosted 
a lovely luminary walk and raised over $5,000 for the 
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention. This year, 
we’ll be hosting a special Luminary walk leading up to 
the bigger walk at Wrightsville Beach. We’re once again 
inviting our parish family to participate by purchasing 
luminaries in honor or in memory of someone who 
has been impacted by or lost to suicide. Please keep an 
eye on the St. James website for information on how to 
purchase your luminary and donate to this great cause. 
Have questions? Reach out to Cookie  Cantwell at Cookie@
stjamesp.org or Jane Rippy at janerippy@yahoo.com.



SPIRITUAL GROWTH MOMENT: REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE
by Greg Richardson

In my youth, my Mom would often send me out the door with the admonishment to “Remember who you are”.  While 
at that time this advise did not always resonate each time, the phrase always stuck with me.  When the time came for 
Ann and I to admonish our girls on their life adventures, I found myself returning to this phrase along with Ann’s 
addition from her Mom of “Make good choices”.

I feel that one of the silver linings of the trials and changes in 2020 and 2021 is the opportunity offered to each of us to 
take time to reflect on who we are and what is important in our lives.  I also feel that the past year or so has allowed St. 
James Parish to take time to look deeply into who we are and where we want to go as a church community. I pray that as 
we continue to navigate through the challenges that this pandemic presents, St. James continues to reflect on who we are, 
continues to make good choices, and continues to focus on where we need to be as a church family.

PORT CITY JAVA BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday, September 8, 2021 | 7:00 a.m. | Racine PCJ
Good News! Our Youth Ministries Port City Java Bible 
Study is back in person starting September 8th. Youth are 
invited to join us at 7:00 a.m. at the Port City Java on Racine 
for a time of prayer, Bible study, and caffeinating. If you’re 
interested in participating, reach out to Director of Youth 
Ministries, Cookie Cantwell, at Cookie@stjamesp.org to learn 
more!

DIRECTORY PICTURES
Sunday, September 12, 19, 26 | St. James Parish
Come ready to pose! We’ll be doing updated family and/or 
individual portraits for our parish directory. After services 
on the listed Sundays some of our talented photographer 
friends will be available to take your picture! We invite 
you to upload it into your online directory listing. Once 
everyone has had the opportunity to update and review 
their information, we’ll be working to create an updated 
printed version of the directory. Stay tuned for the timeline 
and instructions to request your physical copy of the 2021 
St. James Parish directory. If you’re a digital fan, you 
may always view the parish directory online through our 
REALM portal: onrealm.org/StJamesParish/SignIn.

GRIEF MINISTRY: LIVING WELL IN THE 
MIDST OF GRIEF AND LOSS
Every other Monday Beginning September 6, 2021 | 5:00 
p.m. When someone you love dies, you experience 
grief in a number of ways and one size does not fit all. 
The way we react to and process grief depends on the 
relationship, manner of death, if and how you were able 
to say goodbye, your beliefs, your background, and your 
personality. We also grieve many things other than death 
and we want to acknowledge this also. There is grief 
that comes from loss of a health, loss of a job, sending a 
child off to school, and losses that come from divorce, 
to mention a few.  Please reach out to the Rev. Cheryl 
Brainard at cheryl@stjamesp.org for more information.

SCHEDULE CHANGES FOR SEPTEMBER & THE 
FALL
As we’ve learned over the last year or so, the best-laid 
plans often go awry. With the spread of the Delta variant 
and COVID-19 hospitalizations continuing to rise both 
in our community and around the nation, the St. James 
COVID Taskforce has made a recommendation to our 
Rector, which he has accepted. As such, we are announcing 
today that St James Parish will continue to offer worship 
opportunities at both our historic downtown sanctuary and 
at Mt. Lebanon Chapel through September and October.

Our Welcome Sunday Celebration will be postponed to 
All Saints Sunday, November 7th! We plan to resume our 
traditional fall Sunday morning service schedule at that 
time. In the lead-up, we’ll be working together to find ways 
to continue growing together in faith during the week in 
small groups and remotely. The Rise Against Hunger, meal 
packaging event will also take place the first weekend of 
November on Saturday the 6th.

We are excited to share that you may see a change in the 
Live Stream schedule as we anticipate the installation of 
a streaming system in the St. James sanctuary early in 
September and hope to offer streaming from St. James 
downtown’s Sunday services this fall! We want to share 
that beautiful organ music.

We invite your ideas, your creativity, and your feedback. 
Please feel free to reach out to The Rev. Phillip Craig with 
any thoughts you may have regarding community building 
and fostering the growth of faith in our parish. Phillip may 
be reached at phillip@stjamesp.org.

ST. JAMES COVID TASK FORCE
Edward W. Whitesides, M.D.
Stuart M. Hardy, M.D.
Todd Hinshaw, Pharm.D.
The Clergy of St. James Parish 
The Wardens of St. James Parish
Erin Becker, St. James Director of Communications



GRAPEVINE PUBLICATION & MAILING UPDATE 
As we draw closer to the fall, one of the many programs that we have been evaluating is our Grapevine publication. 
We’re excited to announce that we’re taking the weekly version of the Grapevine digital! In the coming weeks, you’ll 
begin to see more Grapevine content, like our prayer list and other parish announcements consistently featured in 
our Tuesday email. This month, we will roll out the fully updated version! We will also be adding the programming 
and event highlights to a small section of the Sunday bulletin to help make sure you don’t miss out on any upcoming 
opportunties if you don’t regularly check your email.

With more Grapevine content coming to you weekly in digital format, we’ll be creating a more robust version of the 
Grapevine to be mailed out on a montly basis! This transition helps ensure you receive a comprehensive look at what’s 
happening at St. James in the month ahead. We’ll also continue to link the month’s PDF version to each week’s email.

We’ll be taking this opportunity to refresh our Grapevine Mailing list! If you would like to be on the updated 
mailing list, please make sure to let us know. 

Please reach out to us in the Parish Office (910.763.1628) or send our team an email at communications@stjamesp.org to let 
us know you’d like to receive or continue to receive the monthly printed Grapevine.

WEEKDAY MORNING PRAYER CONTINUES
Monday-Friday|8:00 a.m.| Zoom
Start your day with a little prayer! Join us on Zoom for a 
time of prayer, fellowship, and music. Sign up for our email 
list by reaching out to communications @stjamesp.org. You 
can get a direct link sent to the top of your email in box each 
morning!

PARISH RETREAT REGISTRATION OPEN
October 1-3, 2021 | Trinity Center
Plan to join us from Friday, October 1st, at dinner time 
through Sunday, October 3rd, after a small Sunday 
morning service and breakfast. This will be a wonderful 
time to get to know our new Rector, The Rev. Phillip Craig 
and our church family. stjamesp.org/blog/2021-retreat/

QUIET REFLECTION
October 2nd, 2021 | 7:30-8:30 a.m. | Mt. Lebanon Chapel
While we aren’t able to open the Chapel for Quiet Reflection 
in September, please make plans to join us for a time of 
contemplated prayer and meditation at the beautiful Mt. 
Lebanon Chapel on the first Saturday of October! Have 
questions, or would like to sign up to help open the chapel 
for future Quiet Reflection dates? Please reach out to Linda 
Murchison at lindamurchison65@gmail.com.

RISE AGAINST HUNGER- NEW DATE SET FOR 
NOVEMBER 6th
Later this fall, St. James Parish is inviting neighbors 
to come together in an effort to End World Hunger, in 
partnership with Rise Against Hunger. Rise Against 
Hunger meals are distributed through global partners 
that administer school feeding programs, orphanages, 
health clinics, vocational training and respond to crisis. 
If you are interested in being on the team to set up before 
or help clean up after this important event, please reach 
out to Janet Ward at janetwrd@aol.com.

BREAD BREAKERS’ HOSPITALITY AT HOME
Sunday, Sept. 19, 2021 | 4:00-6:00 p.m. | The Powell Home
Join us for Hospitality at Home! We will be at the Powell 
Home on Sunday, September 19th at 4pm. Bring a dish to 
share, and St. James will provide the meat. RSVP via the 
MeetUp Page or by contacting Chris@stjamesp.org.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
Sunday, September 12, 2021 | 9:30 a.m | Mt. Lebanon Chapel
Shopping for school supplies, books, and fall clothes will 
soon become a part of everyone’s schedule. Here at St. 
James, on Sunday, September 12, we want to celebrate 
and bless the beginning of another school year. Students, 
preschool through adult, bring your backpacks or lunch 
boxes to worship at 9:30 am. The services will lift up 
children and students of all ages, dedicating them to God’s 
glory as we begin a new school year. Teachers, aides, 
principals, administrators, secretaries, cooks, librarians, 
janitors, and bus drivers…come to church to be blessed, 
affirmed in your vocation, and encouraged as you serve 
children and families in your daily work!

ECW - EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN 
MEETING
Sunday, September 19, 2021 |3:00 p.m. | Graham Parlor
Join us on Sunday, September 19 at 3:00 p.m. in the 
Graham Parlor for the September meeting of the Episcopal 
Church Women. All women of St. James are invited to 
attend. Have questions about this meeting? Please reach 
out to Beth Cornelison at cornelisonbeth@gmail.com.

LIVE AT 5
Sunday, September 12, 2021 | 5:00 p.m. | Mt. Lebanon Chapel
Mark your calendars! Live at 5 is back on Sunday, 
September 12th. Plan to bring your chair or picnic blanket 
and join us for a time of music, prayer, and fellowship.



SUBMITTING ROOM AND PUBLICATION 
REQUESTS ONLINE
With so many great programs and activities at St. James, 
we’re making it easier to find and submit information! 
Did you know you may submit a publication request, or 
reserve a room with St. James facilities on the website?

To submit a room/space use request form visit:
stjamesp.org/room

To submit a publication request form visit:
stjamesp.org/publications

Have questions? Reach out to Erin Becker at 
communications@stjamesp.org.

ST. JAMES FOUNDATION
What is the St. James Foundation? The St. James 
Foundation is a dedicated non-profit that oversees the 
care and preservation of our gorgeous campus. From air 
conditioners to restoring parapets, the funds from the St. 
James Foundation are integral to preserving our historic 
campus for future generations. We invite you to learn 
more about how you can support the St. James Foundation 
on our website at stjamesp.org/foundation.

CONNECTING WITH REALM
Are you making the most of our great digital resources?
St. James Parish uses an online tool called “Realm” to help 
you connect with fellow parishioners, see our directory, 
access online giving, and a whole host of wonderful 
features. The Realm App makes it super easy to access the 
church directory from your phone! You can find the contact 
information for other parishioners in a few simple clicks. 

For assistance setting up your Realm account or if you 
have any questions about accessing Realm, please contact 
our Financial Administrator, Maria Hollopeter at finance@
stjamesp.org.

Realm is an online ministry tool designed for real-time 
connection. It helps St. James connect with you and you 
connect with us. If you consider yourself part of St. James, 
you’ll love it. Realm allows you to manage your personal 
information and who is allowed to see it, control your giving, 
and keep in touch with the groups that matter to you.

Being the church doesn’t just happen at the church. Realm 
helps us serve you better and leads St. James well between 
Sundays. Everyone can be connected from anywhere 
at any time, right from our mobile devices. It engages 
everyone in the life of our church by supporting the 
healthy relationships essential to our church’s mission. 
We’ll stay organized, and you’ll stay informed about all 
of the opportunities for fellowship. When we share life 
together, we will grow together.

FRIENDLY REMINDER TO SET UP YOUR SJDS 
2021-2022 VIC CARD LINK
Please link or re-link (you have to re-link your card every 
year to the Day School).  Our school code is 5264.  The 
associate at the Customer Service desk can help you. SJDS 
receives funds based on the number of linked cards, and a 
portion of the proceeds on the sale of all HT brand items...
an easy fundraiser for us!  Ask your friends and family to 
link their VIC cards, too!

SJDS FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
Wednesday, September 1, 2021 | 8:30 a.m. | St. James Day School
The orientation session for parents and children is Tuesday, 
August 31.  Please plan to visit the school between 10:00 
am-11:30 am.  We’ll be conducting scheduled visits. The 
first day of school is WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1.  

SJDS COFFEE ON THE LAWN
Wednesday, September 15, 2021 | 8:45 a.m. | St. James
On Wednesday, September 15,  after drop -off, please join 
our clergy, other parents and Day School Director, Amy 
Taylor, for coffee on the lawn in front of the Bacon House. 
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*H.E.: Holy Eucharist
*BYOS: Bring Your Own 
Supplies. If you plan to sit 
outside, please bring your own 
chairs, picnic blankets, etc. 

5- SUNDAY SERVICES 6- LABOR DAY- OFFICE &
SJDS ARE CLOSED

MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

LIVING WELL IN GRIEF
5:00 PM| Graham Parlor

FELLOWSHIP AA
7:00 PM| Great Hall

7- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

EfM
9:00 AM| Great Hall|Zoom

MEN’S AL ANON
5:15-7:00 PM| Great Hall

YOUTH ADV. DINNER
5:30 PM| TBA

8.29- SUNDAY SERVICES

MEALS ON WHEELS
All Day|Perry Hall

BREAD BREAKERS 
HOSPITALITY AT 
HOME
4:00-6:00 PM|Kirby Home

8.30- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
COMMITTEE MEETING
4:00 PM| Zoom

FELLOWSHIP AA
7:00 PM| Great Hall

8.31- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

EfM
9:00 AM| Great Hall|Zoom

SJDS OPEN HOUSE
10:00 - 11:30 AM|SJDS

MEN’S AL ANON
5:15-7:00 PM| Great Hall

SUNDAY SERVICES
Online Worship

9:30 AM- Livestream

Mt. Lebanon Chapel *BYOS

8:30 AM- H.E. - Rite II 
9:30 AM- H.E. - Rite II

Downtown Campus
8:00 AM- H.E.- Rite I
10:30 AM- H.E. - Rite II

12- SUNDAY SERVICES

BACKPACK BLESSING
9:30 AM | Mt. Lebanon

DIRECTORY PHOTOS
Between Services on the 
St. James Playground

FAITH AT FIVE
5:00 PM | Mt. Lebanon

13- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

VESTRY MEETING
5:15 PM| Bishop Wr. 

FELLOWSHIP AA
7:00 PM| Great Hall

14- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

EfM
9:00 AM|Great Hall |Zoom

MEN’S AL ANON
5:15-7:00 PM|Great Hall

19- SUNDAY SERVICES
DIRECTORY PHOTOS
Between Services -MLC
ECW
3:00 P.M. | Graham Parlor
HOSPITALITY AT 
HOME
4:00-6:00 PM|Powell Home
YOUTH GROUP
5:00 P.M. | Perry Hall

20- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

LIVING WELL IN GRIEF
5:00 PM| Graham Parlor

FELLOWSHIP AA
7:00 PM| Great Hall

21- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

EfM
9:00 AM| Great Hall|Zoom

MEN’S AL ANON
5:15-7:00 PM| Great Hall

26- SUNDAY SERVICES

DIRECTORY PHOTOS
Between Services

YOUTH GROUP
5:00 P.M. | Perry Hall

27- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

FELLOWSHIP AA
7:00 PM| Great Hall

28- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

EfM
9:00 AM| Great Hall|Zoom

MEN’S AL ANON
5:15-7:00 PM| Great Hall



WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1- MORNING PRAYER

8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom 

SJDS FIRST DAY OF 
SCHOOL - All day

HOLY LAND MEETING 
5:00 PM | Great Hall

EPISCO-POSSE BIBLE 
STUDY - 8:15 PM 

2- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom 

3- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

4-SUNRISE AL-ANON
7:45 AM| Great Hall

8- PCJ BIBLE STUDY
7:00 AM| Racine PCJ

MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom 

9- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom 

CHOIR REHERSAL
7:00 PM| Choir Room

10- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

11- SUNRISE AL-ANON
7:45 AM| Great Hall

15- PCJ BIBLE STUDY
7:00 AM| Racine PCJ
SJDS PARENTS COFFEE
8:40 AM|B.H. Lawn
HOLY EUCHARIST
12:00 PM| Church
COHI MEETING
6:30| Graham Parlor
EPISCO-POSSE 
8:15 PM| Zoom

16- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom 

CHOIR REHERSAL
7:00 PM| Choir Room

17- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

18- SUNRISE AL-ANON
7:45 AM| Great Hall

22- PCJ BIBLE STUDY
7:00 AM| Racine PCJ

MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom 

HOLY EUCHARIST
12:10 PM| Church

23- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom 

CHOIR REHERSAL
7:00 PM| Choir Room

24- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom

25- SUNRISE AL-ANON
7:45 AM| Great Hall

HAPPENING #76 
TEAM MEETING
8:30 AM|Perry Hall

29- PCJ BIBLE STUDY
7:00 AM| Racine PCJ

MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom 

HOLY EUCHARIST
12:10 PM| Church

30- MORNING PRAYER
8:00-8:30 AM| Zoom 

CHOIR REHERSAL
7:00 PM| Choir Room

NOTES:
Please keep in mind that this schedule may change 
as we continue forward through the pandemic and 
hurricane season. You can always find the most up-
to-date version of our St. James Calendar at:

stjamesp.org/calendar
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